
 

 

 

 

MAYBELLE HOOPER, A LONG TIME CDA MEMBER 

WRITTEN IN THE DAILY NEWS, ANCHORAGE ALASKA, MARCH 2009. 

 

 

Longtime Alaskan MayBelle Hooper, 90, died March 24, 2009, at Providence Alaska 

Medical Center. 

A memorial service will be at 2 p.m. Friday at the new chapel at Horizon House. 

MayBelle was born Oct. 20, 1918, to Art and Anne Tobin in Highbridge, Wis. She 

was the seventh out of 11 children. In 1937, she married Mike Janigo, and they 

came to Alaska in 1941 on an Alaska steamship with their two young sons and $42 

in their pocket. They lived in Palmer for nine months and then moved to Anchorage 

and built a small house. They built and operated the first Washeteria in Spenard for 

16 years. 

After Mike died in 1970, MayBelle went to work for the Anchorage School District in 

the food service department at Romig Junior High, retiring in 1986. She married 

Robert Hooper in 1975, and he passed away in 1994.  

MayBelle liked gardening and sharing her vegetables and flowers with family and 

friends. She also enjoyed dancing and having a good time with her friends, fishing 

and her grandchildren. 

She belonged to the Pioneers of Alaska, Moose Lodge, Catholic Daughters, Elks 

Lodge, Real Alaskans and Alaskan Prospectors Society. 

MayBelle was loved and will be greatly missed by her family and friends. She loved 

to make you laugh, which wasn't difficult with her quick wit and "little comebacks." 

Survivors include her son and daughter-in-law, Gene and Sharon Janigo; 

grandchildren, Gene Jr., Melanie, Melissa and Jolene Janigo of Anchorage and 

Vincent Janigo of Bellingham, Wash.; and 13 great-grandchildren; sister, Millie 

Vitek, and sister-in-law, Lorraine Tobin both of Highbridge, Wis.; sister-in-law, 

Margaret Sajdak; niece, Marie Doil; nephew, Michael Novak, all of Anchorage. 

She was preceded in death by her two husbands and son, Richard Janigo, in March 

of 2000. 

Memorial donations in her name may be made to Horizon House, 4140 Folker St, 

Anchorage 99508 (for the chapel), or the charity of the donor's choice. 

Arrangements are with Janssen's Evergreen Memorial Chapel. 



 


