
   You see, we lost Mike last year 
due to dreaded cancer. When 
Christmas rolled around, I was 
still so wrapped in grief that I 
barely got the tree up. But Christ-
mas Eve found me placing an 
envelope on the tree, and in the 
morning, it was joined by three 
more. Each of our children, un-
beknownst to the others, had 
placed an envelope on the tree 
for their dad.  
   The tradition has grown and 
someday will expand even fur-
ther with our grandchildren 
standing around the tree with 
wide-eyed anticipation watching 
as their fathers take down the 
envelope. Mike's spirit, like the 
Christmas spirit, will always be 
with us.ò 
   After reading this article in the 
magazine, I decided it was my 
time to pay it forward.  So, for the 
past two years, my family has 
adopted the Gavinôs Christmas 
tradition.  Last year we spon-
sored four children in the Kids to 
Love Program.  This year we 
adopted three ñMr. Elderberryôsò 
from the Salvation Army Angel 
Tree. 
   This year, I encourage each of 
you to reach out in a way that 
truly honors the spirit of Christ-
mas and start your own tradition, 
so that the REAL spirit of Christ-
mas will always be with you. 
There are a few words in the 
song ñThe Breath You Takeò by 
George Strait that fits the Gavinôs 
Christmas tradition: 
ñLifeôs not the breaths you take, 
But the moments that take your 
breath awayò 
   May you always experience 
moments that take your breath 
away.  Ironically, I just had a 
moment because at this very 
minute as I try to find an appro-
priate ending to this article, the 
song is playing on the radio.   
     ðGod Bless. 

   It was a luxury the ragtag team 
obviously could not afford. Well, we 
ended up walloping them. We took 
every weight class. And as each of 
their boys got up from the mat, he 
swaggered around in his tatters with 
false bravado, a kind of street pride 
that couldn't acknowledge defeat. 
   Mike, seated beside me, shook his 
head sadly, "I wish just one of them 
could have won," he said. "They 
have a lot of potential, but losing like 
this could take the heart right out of 
them." 
   Mike loved kids-all kids-and he 
knew them, having coached little 
league football, baseball and la-
crosse. That's when the idea for his 
present came.  
That afternoon, I went to a local 
sporting goods store and bought an 
assortment of wrestling headgear 
and shoes and sent them anony-
mously to the inner-city church.  
   On Christmas Eve, I placed the 
envelope on the tree, the note inside 
telling Mike what I had done and 
that this was his gift from me.  
His smile was the brightest thing 
about Christmas that year and in 
succeeding years.  
   For each Christmas, I followed the 
tradition---one year sending a group 
of mentally handicapped youngsters 
to a hockey game, another year a 
check to a pair of elderly brothers 
whose home had burned to the 
ground the week before Christmas, 
and on and on. 
  The envelope became the highlight 
of our Christmas. It was always the 
last thing opened on Christmas 
morning and our children, ignoring 
their new toys, would stand with 
wide-eyed anticipation as their dad 
lifted the envelope from the tree to 
reveal its contents. 
   As the children grew, the toys 
gave way to more practical pre-
sents, but the envelope never lost 
its allure. The story doesn't end 
there.  
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I would like to share 
with each of you a story 
that first appeared in 
Woman's Day maga-
zine in 1982.  The story 
was sent in by Kevin 

Gavinôs mother as a contest entry in 
which she subsequently won first 
place. Unfortunately, she passed 
away from cancer 2 years after the 
story was published. Her family still 
keeps the tradition started by her and 
her father and they have passed it on 
to their children over the years.  
   ñIt's just a small, white envelope 
stuck among the branches of our 
Christmas tree. No name, no identifi-
cation, no inscription. It has peeked 
through the branches of our tree for 
the past 10 years or so.  
   It all began because my Mike hated 
Christmas---oh, not the true meaning 
of Christmas, but the commercial 
aspects of it-overspending...the fran-
tic running around at the last minute 
to get a tie for Uncle Harry and the 
dusting powder for Grandma---the 

gifts given in desperation because 
you couldn't think of anything else. 
Knowing he felt this way, I decided 
one year to bypass the usual shirts, 
sweaters, ties and so forth. I 
reached for something special just 
for Mike. The inspiration came in an 
unusual way. 
   Our son Kevin, who was 12 that 
year, was wrestling at the junior 
level at the school he attended; and 
shortly before Christmas, there was 
a non-league match against a team 
sponsored by an inner-city church. 
   These youngsters, dressed in 
sneakers so ragged that shoestrings 
seemed to be the only thing holding 
them together, presented a sharp 

contrast to our boys in their spiffy 
blue and gold uniforms and sparkling 
new wrestling shoes.  
   As the match began, I was alarmed 
to see that the other team was wres-
tling without headgear, a kind of light 
helmet designed to protect a wres-
tler's ears. 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW WELCOME TO OUR NEW 

SPONSORS and THANK YOU SPONSORS and THANK YOU 

for your continued support!! for your continued support!!   

KUDOS CORNER  

JANUARY 24, 2011 THE REDSTONE/ 
HUNTSVILLE CHAPTER OF ASMC 

WILL CELEBRATE 25 YEARS!  

CONGRATULATIONS 

ON YOUR RETIRE-

MENT ñ CHERYL 

RICHMOND 

White Chocolate Fudge 
Ingredients 

¶ 1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese, softened 

¶ 4 cups confectioners' sugar 

¶ 1-1/2 teaspoons Spice Island® Pure Vanilla Extract 

¶ 12 ounces white baking chocolate 

¶ 3/4 cup chopped pecans 

 Directions 
 In a bowl, beat cream cheese, sugar and vanilla until smooth. In a double boiler, melt 

chocolate. Fold into cream cheese mixture  with pecans. Spread into a greased 8-in. square 

pan. Chill until serving. Cut into squares. Yield:  about 4 dozen. 

 
  Nutrition Facts:  1 serving (2 pieces) equals 217 calories,  

    11 g fat (5 g saturated fat), 13 mg cholesterol, 43 mg sodium,  

  29 g carbohydrate, trace fiber, 2 g protein.    
   

  ð-Submitted by Emily Sutton 

All,All,   

The website link on ASMC onThe website link on ASMC on --

line for scholarship line for scholarship 

applications is cur-applications is cur-

rently unavailable.  rently unavailable.  

Please use attached Please use attached 

application(s) application(s) 

(pages 6(pages 6 --9)  and de-9)  and de-

liver to myself or any other liver to myself or any other 

committee member.  If you committee member.  If you 

have any questions, please have any questions, please 

feel free to call me.feel free to call me.   

  

Thanks, Lindsey Harper Thanks, Lindsey Harper 

ASMC Redstone/Hsv ChapterASMC Redstone/Hsv Chapter   

Scholarship Committee ChairScholarship Committee Chair   

256256--876876--83618361  

WINNERS FOR DECEMBER:  
Door prizes  

Rob Gurner, Tisha Wellingtion, Lana Barshinger, 
Rob Archer, Monica Powers, Lupe Rico  

Amanda Bertus, Teresa Evans, Jodi Swistek  
Tisha Willington, Teresa Salmon, Michelle Olney  

Paula Wright, Chris Harper, Judy Schaefer  

Cash Winners  
Mary Lou Ward, Michelle Green  

Cecile Pfeiffer, Natalie Amesbury  
Jillian Du, Ryan Magonigal  

Tony McAdory, Larry (Paradigm)  
Vera Alexander, Michelle Archer  

http://www.fcb-hsv.com/
http://www.boozallen.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           (Submitted by Amanda Bertus) 

The Light the Night walk at Big Spring 
Park on October 21st was a great 
experi-
ence to 
partici-
pate in. 
Having 
lost my 
dad to 
leuke-
mia 5 
years 
ago has made me more aware of others 

deal-
ing 
with 
can-
cer. 
Can-
cer is 
such a 
deadly 
dis-
ease 

and unfortunately seems to touch 
someone in everyone's life. 
   This walk sponsored by the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society is an annual 
event and in this case the proceeds 
from the walk, 60 percent, stay in the 
community to help with patient care. I 
am thankful ASMC was able to 
participate in this event and hope this 
will become an annual community pro-
ject for our organization.  A special 
thank you to all of those who partici-
pated. If you 
didn't get to participate this year, please 
make plans to be a part of this very 
worthwhile cause next year.  

 

Our Chapter supported the Our Chapter supported the 

National Children's Advocacy National Children's Advocacy 

Center (NCAC) by providing Center (NCAC) by providing 

volunteers to help with the volunteers to help with the 

Healthy Families Holiday Healthy Families Holiday 

Party on Thursday, December Party on Thursday, December 

9, 2010.  This party we held at the 9, 2010.  This party we held at the 

NCAC facility, 210 Pratt Avenue, Hunts-NCAC facility, 210 Pratt Avenue, Hunts- A S M C  ô T R O L L E R 

ville, Al.  The NCAC provided a holi-ville, Al.  The NCAC provided a holi-

day dinner for families who are par-day dinner for families who are par-

ticipating in the Healthy Family Pro-ticipating in the Healthy Family Pro-

gram.  This pro-gram.  This pro-

gram teaches par-gram teaches par-

enting skills to enting skills to 

young moms and young moms and 

dads (many of dads (many of 

them teenagers) them teenagers) 

who have risk fac-who have risk fac-

tors in their lives tors in their lives 

such as poverty, trying to balance such as poverty, trying to balance 

school and parenting, lack of family school and parenting, lack of family 

emotional support, etc.  A total of emotional support, etc.  A total of 

15volunteers (12 ASMC members 15volunteers (12 ASMC members 

and 3 nonand 3 non--ASMC members) helped ASMC members) helped 

the NCAC serve a "setthe NCAC serve a "set--down, full down, full 

course dinner to NCAC clients and course dinner to NCAC clients and 

staff.  The ASMC members contrib-staff.  The ASMC members contrib-

uted a total of 49 hours and the nonuted a total of 49 hours and the non

--ASMC members contributed a total ASMC members contributed a total 

of 9 hours.  In addition to helping of 9 hours.  In addition to helping 

serve the dinner, the volunteers serve the dinner, the volunteers 

helped the guest with their coats, helped the guest with their coats, 

registration registration 

and assisted and assisted 

the children the children 

with making with making 

arts and crafts.  arts and crafts.  

Also the ASMC Also the ASMC 

volunteers volunteers 

cleaned and cleaned and 

sanitized the sanitized the 

tables, high-tables, high-

chairs and car-chairs and car-

ried food trays ried food trays 

to the tables to the tables 

for the little for the little 

ones.  After ones.  After 

the party was over, some of the the party was over, some of the 

volunteers stayed and helped volunteers stayed and helped 

with the "cleanwith the "clean--up" of the dining up" of the dining 

facility.  The ASMC volunteers facility.  The ASMC volunteers 

provided all of the deserts for the provided all of the deserts for the 

NCAC Healthy Families Party.  NCAC Healthy Families Party.  

The NCAC Healthy Families Holi-The NCAC Healthy Families Holi-

day Party was a great success!  day Party was a great success!  

Everyone attending the party had Everyone attending the party had 

a great time and enjoyed a fan-a great time and enjoyed a fan-

tastic meal!tastic meal!  

      This community project was co-This community project was co-

ordinated by Eura Reaves.  ASMC ordinated by Eura Reaves.  ASMC 

members who donated their time members who donated their time 

to this community project were:  to this community project were:  

Debbie O'Neal, Yvonne Dublin, Debbie O'Neal, Yvonne Dublin, 

Regeana Williams, Anthony McA-Regeana Williams, Anthony McA-

dory, Tiffanie Cooper, Cecile Pfeif-dory, Tiffanie Cooper, Cecile Pfeif-

fer, Eura Reeves, Lisa White, Deb-fer, Eura Reeves, Lisa White, Deb-

orah Chambers, Amanda Bertus, orah Chambers, Amanda Bertus, 

AnnAnn--Jeanette Walker, and Dana Jeanette Walker, and Dana 

Wilbanks.  NonWilbanks.  Non--ASMC members ASMC members 

donated their time to this project donated their time to this project 

were:  Paula Smyth, Brady White, were:  Paula Smyth, Brady White, 

and Vickie and Vickie 

McAdory. McAdory.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY PROJECTS  

Donations received at the Decem-

ber Luncheon Meeting  

Angel Tree Donations 

collected by Lisa 

White, Sherry Pool, 

Natalie Amesbury, and 

Kelly Glosson 

http://nationalcac.org/index.html
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTb_yN9cZMjSUAhXKjzbkF/SIG=12evfr1r5/EXP=1288193805/**http%3a/site.inw2010.com/images/salvation_army_logo_red.jpg
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ASMC DECEMBER LUNCHEON Photos ñ Entertainment provided by 

the Academy for Arts and Science Stars and Clowns!  BRAVO!!! 
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