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WE’RE GOING!!!  A fond farewell is extended to Hettie Smith who has transferred to the Army Budget Office, Washington, DC, and Velma Powers who will report for duty on 5 Mar 06 in the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Resource Management (DCSRM), TRADOC, Fort Monroe, VA.  
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NEWS FROM NATIONAL 
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Dear Fellow Wiregrass Members,


     


     Greetings from Alexandria, Virginia!  When people find out where I transferred from, they invariable ask, “Why did you come here?”  My answer, “It is the sense of adventure and a bit of insanity.” 


     As Gayle struggles to put together this newsletter, write articles, insert photos, find out news and events, she is growing.  With every luncheon that Kathy arranges, she is growing.  With each challenge, big or small, we learn, stretch, and grow.  Some really smart person once said, “When we stop learning and changing, we stop.”  Even though the statement is very profound, I think one element missing from the saying is giving.


     I was fortunate to have had the opportunity to work with a great team of Fort Rucker folks and serve as the President of the Wiregrass Chapter.  Thanks to Gayle, Johnnie, Steve, Charlene, Kathy, Sherri, Marie, Rick, Dave, and so many others for their support and enthusiasm.  You are the reason for the success of the Wiregrass Chapter.  


     Thanks everyone for allowing me to learn, grow, and be part of a giving environment.





Best Wishes,





Hettie Smith


Former President


Wiregrass Chapter














opportunity for us to grow as individuals.  Whether we accept a new job, move to another location, or assume a position of greater responsibility, oftentimes we must step outside our comfort zone.  To grow personally and professionally, we must be willing to accept new challenges and experience new things.  Otherwise, we may become complacent and unfulfilled and miss many of life’s greatest rewards.


   Involvement in ASMC offers many opportunities for personal and professional growth.  To be a vital organization, we need the support and participation of all members.  If you’re not currently active in some aspect of the chapter, volunteer your time and talents.  The rewards will surprise you! 





Respectively,





Gayle Little


President
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Greetings from the Former President





MOVING ON UP!!!





Hard work and dedication have earned recent promotions for Cecilia Woodham, Budget Officer, DRM; Brenda Brown, Resource Management Analyst, RMO; Virginia Cole, Budget Technician, RMO; and Sandra Capron, Budget Analyst, ATSCOM.  CONGRATULATIONS to each of these deserving members!!








and the Incoming President
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SENIOR FM LEADERS TALK





Video taped talks from the Honorable Valerie Baldwin (Army FM), the Honorable Richard Greco (Navy FM), and Mr. Zack Gaddy (DFAS Director) can now be accessed through the ASMC website.  Each talk by these senior FM leaders lasts 20-30 minutes, and listeners are eligible for CPE credits.  There is no charge, but an e-mail is requested to inform National whether this new service is useful.  All three talks (on one CD) are being provided at no charge to each chapter president.  When received, the CD will be made available to interested members.








speaker for today’s meeting, Chaplain (MAJ) Macberth Williams, the 110TH Aviation Brigade chaplain.  CH Williams gave a very energetic presentation on stress and steps to relieve stress.  He stated that our bodies need a certain amount of stress to make us function properly, but that too much stress will cause mental and physical wear and tear on the body.  Humor and laughter are big stress releases.  Exercise and eating nutritional foods are important to clear the mind and stay healthy.  Time management is equally important in relieving stress.  In closing, CH Williams encouraged everyone to take a vacation and give self permission to have fun.  Mrs. Little thanked CH Williams and presented him with a certificate of appreciation from the chapter.  The opportunity drawing was held with Kathy Crisp holding the winning ticket.  Kathy graciously donated her winnings to the scholarship fund.  The meeting was adjourned at 1230.











The January General Membership Luncheon meeting was held at the Aviators’ Landing on 25 January 2006.  Gayle Little, the new Wiregrass Chapter President, opened the meeting at 1125 by welcoming everyone and thanking them for coming.  Mrs. Little announced that Hettie Smith, the former president, had accepted a job with the Army Budget Office in Washington, DC and departed earlier in January.  Mrs. Petrolla Patterson gave the invocation.  The committee chairs were asked to give an update of their respective areas.  The Membership Committee Chair, Rick Case, was not able to attend; however, it was acknowledged that new members had been recruited from the DRM workforce.  Mrs. Marie Harness, Awards Committee Chair, reported that scholarship applications had been mailed to all local area high schools and that the deadline for receipt of applications is 28 February.  She also encouraged all members to enter the National Essay Contest which ends in February.  Mrs. Harness awarded Gayle Little a Wiregrass Chapter mug for accumulating 100 hours of volunteer work.  Mrs. Sherri Peacock, Fundraiser Committee Chair, thanked everyone for their hard work in making the quilt fundraiser so successful.  She announced that the total amount raised was $2,734 in ticket donations and personal and corporate donations.  After expenses totaling $196.30, profits for the scholarship fund were $2,527.70.  Prizes were awarded to Jeanette Hill (310) and Kathy Clemendore-White (100) for most tickets sold, and Sherri Peacock for selling the winning ticket.  Treasurer Steve Eagerton gave the financial report, stating that the chapter is currently financially sound. Mrs. Little introduced the 
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Farewell Hettie and Velma!





Cindy Rickenbacker and Teresa Ramsey, PBD, DRM





2005 – 2006 Committees and Chairs





General Membership Meeting Notes 














FEATURE ARTICLE











                


Essay Contest:  There is still time to write that award winning essay for the National Member’s Essay Award contest – deadline is 28 Feb 06.  A flyer announcing the contest was sent to ASMC members on 12 Jan 06.  The application form and contest details are located on the National website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.asmconline.org/files/essayawd.doc" ��http://www.asmconline.org/files/essayawd.doc�.




















Greetings to my fellow Wiregrass Chapter members, 


    As I assume the role of Chapter president, it is with some apprehension and a lot of anticipation.  Those who have held this position previously have done an excellent job of moving the chapter forward.  I applaud each one of them and pledge to do my best to further our motto of “Keeping the PACE.”


      Hettie reminded us that each day presents another 





Wiregrass Five Star Chapter News


� =title ��





NEWS FROM NATIONAL
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Heather Norris and Mary Jo Dotson, AFSD, DRM





Scholarship Information:  The deadline for submission of scholarship applications to the Wiregrass Chapter is fast approaching.  Scholarship information was provided to all the local area high school guidance counselors, the local newspapers and ASMC members.  If you know of any eligible high school seniors, please encourage them to complete an application.  If they need further information about the program, they can call 334-255-3133.








SOUND OFF ON FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT TOPICS





Grant Thornton LLP, along with ASMC, is co-sponsoring a survey on financial management topics.  You can use a web-based survey to say what works, and what doesn’t, in the area of defense financial management.  The results of the study will be available at a workshop at PDI 2006 and in an article in the Armed Forces Comptroller Journal.  The survey will be available through February and should only require 10 to 15 minutes to complete.  To access the survey, go to � HYPERLINK "http://inquisite.gt.com/surveys/XDSSZT" ��http://inquisite.gt.com/surveys/XDSSZT� or follow the link on the ASMC website.








     Everyone has spiritual needs, but they are met in different ways.  Some people pray, others meditate.  Others meet spiritual needs through 12-step groups where they are reminded of a higher power.  And for some people, their spirituality involves being in the moment, finding gratitude in the day, or being outdoors in nature.





     The last need is to have a purpose in life, whether it is raising your children, having a successful marriage, getting ahead at work, or something else.  Everyone needs to know the direction they want to travel and enjoy the journey.





























     Are your social needs being met?  Attend to them by having good relationships with family, friends, and co-workers.  Have at least two evenings a month where you go out just for fun.  Work is important, but it shouldn’t dominate your entire life.





     How about emotional needs?  Pay attention to how you are feeling and have someone to share your feelings with. Are you comfortable with anger and do you allow yourself to grieve over a sad occurrence or loss?








FOR A BETTER FUTURE, TEND TO YOUR PERSONAL NEEDS NOW!  You know you have worked hard to get where you are today, but what about the future?  To develop the physical strength and mental outlook you will need in times to come, see that your personal needs are met at mid-life and beyond.  Check these areas:





     In what ways are you ignoring your physical needs?  Do you get enough sleep, find time to exercise, eat right, and take your vitamins?  Fuel your body properly for maximum performance.
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COMMITTEE NEWS





Winner Karen Reynolds (center) is congratulated by Executive Board members and Fundraising Chair.











Sherri Peacock watches as COL Larese draws winning ticket.


























COMMITTEE NEWS (continued)





      Fundraising Committee           by Sherri Peacock, Fundraising Chair                                                                       








The Independence Quilt,” designed by Marcia Hohn, was a very successful fundraising project for our Wiregrass Chapter.  The drawing was held on 15 December 2005, in the lobby of the Soldier Service Building, with COL Larese drawing the winning ticket.  Congratulations to lucky winner Karen Reynolds of Enterprise.  I would like to thank everyone for their participation in making this the most successful fundraising project for our chapter, collecting $2,734.00 in ticket donations and personal and corporate donations.  We had expenses for the quilt totaling $196.30, leaving $2,527.70 in profits for our scholarship fund.  Congratulations to Jeanette Hill for the “Most Tickets Sold” (310) and 1st runner-up Kathy Clemendore-White (100).  The “Winning Ticket” was sold by Sherri Peacock.  





Again, thanks for all your support and we look forward to awarding two deserving students with a scholarship check!
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Congratulations to Gayle Little – our latest winner of a Wiregrass Chapter Mug for volunteering 100 hours to ASMC activities.
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      Awards Committee            by Marie Harness, Awards Chair


                                                                        











Member Linda Brunson is pleased to report that she is back safely in the Wiregrass fold after moving to Gainesville, GA a few years ago to join her new husband.  While working at Forces Command, Linda had lots of exciting experiences and learned much.  She greatly enjoyed the weather and scenery of North Georgia around Lake Lanier, but is glad to escape the horrors of the 130 mile daily commute from Gainesville through Atlanta to Fort McPherson (and we think Rucker Boulevard is bad!).  Linda’s husband retired from private industry in Dec 05 and is busy relocating to their home in Chancellor.  The Wiregrass Chapter and Fort Rucker community are indeed fortunate to have Linda back with us.








          MEMBERS’ ACTIVITIES








CHAPTER LEADER AUDIO CONFERENCE - 28 MARCH





An audio conference with ASMC chapter leaders is planned for 28 Mar 06 at 1300 (CST).  Topics of discussion will be CDFM --how to “sell” it, how to encourage training for it, and new features; how to make the best use of PDI 2006; and other new initiatives such as audio conferences.  If there is interest in the conference, one of our committee chairs will schedule the DRM/RMO Conference Room, Bldg 5700, for use.





Proud Mom, member Sherri Peacock, reports that her daughter Cassie graduated from Troy University on 9 Dec 05 with a BS degree in Business Administration/Accounting.  While at TU for her junior and senior years, Cassie stayed busy with Alpha Delta Pi Sorority, Delta Sigma Pi Fraternity, and other campus activities.  She was inducted into the Delta Epsilon Iota Honor Society.  Cassie is employed as Office Manager at Enterprise Chevrolet.








Congratulations are extended to Lola Foster for recently completing 30 years of Federal Service.





Member Kathy Crisp’s daughter, Michelle Owens, began putting her college degree to use in January as she started her first job as a staff writer for the Army Flier.





Three active members of our chapter, Jeanette Hill, Kathy Crisp, and Sherri Peacock, will be competing in the Alabama Women’s Bowling Association State Tournament in Muscle Shoals on 4-5 Mar 06.  We wish them luck!








          MEMBERS’ ACTIVITIES --- continued


****Other Significant Events****
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LOST


One of the Post Office box keys has been misplaced.  If you know the whereabouts of the key, please call 255-3618.











WE’RE GROWING ---





A warm welcome is extended to the following new members of the RM family:





Linda Brunson, Program and Mgt Analyst, Garrison PAIO, returns home from Fort McPherson, GA;  Heather Norris, Accountant, AFSD, DRM, comes to us from Maxwell AFB, Montgomery;  Teresa Ramsey, Budget Analyst, and Cindy Rickenbacker, Budget Technician, PBD, DRM,  both  transferred from Lyster Army Health Clinic, Fort Rucker; Mary Jo Dotson, Accountant, AFSD, DRM, joins us from a local civilian firm; and Margie Sewell, Secretary, PBD, DRM was formerly employed at the 1-11th Avn Regiment, Fort Rucker
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READ ALL ABOUT IT





Mark your Calendar!!!
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Contact us...
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EDITOR:  Gayle Little, gayle.little@us.army.mil








Wiregrass Five Star Chapter News is published quarterly.  Articles, comments, and suggestions may be submitted to the editor or to any of the Executive Board members.  Editor reserves the right to edit submissions.








THE NEXT EDITION OF Wiregrass Chapter News IS DUE TO BE RELEASED 30 May 06.


Input submission deadline is 15 May 06.
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CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP
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