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To enhance and improve professional 
development of reading educators. 

 

To provide leadership to support re-
search, policy, and practice that im-
proves reading instruction. 

 

To establish and strengthen informa-
tional alliances with a wide range of  or-
ganizations including government, com-
munity agencies, businesses, and indus-
tries. 

 

To provide information on local, re-
gional, and national levels. 

Our Goals: N O R T H E A S T  
A R K A N S A S  
R E A D I N G  
C O U N C I L  

S E R V I N G  M I S S I S S I P P I  
C O U N T Y  

N O R T H E A S T  A R K A N S A S  
R E A D I N G  C O U N C I L  

Building a Community 
of Readers 

Chartered in December 1969, the Northeast 
Arkansas Reading Council is the oldest coun-
cil in Arkansas.  This year marks our 40th an-
niversary. 

Make plans to participate in our 40th anniver-
sary celebration on Saturday, January 23 at 
the Mississippi County Public Library, 
TBA.  This celebration promises to be unfor-
gettable.  To learn more about the council’s 
history visit our website, 
www.orgsites.com/ar/nearc.  

Our Mission: 

To promote literacy in all levels in our 
council area- family literacy, individual 
literacy and literacy professionals. 

The Northeast Arkansas Reading Council is 
open to anyone with an interest in reading or 
literacy.  We welcome everyone from parents 

to professionals. 



 

July 17-18 ARA Leadership Conference; Little 
Rock, AR; Officers are requested to attend. 

Sept. 19 Loyd Harris, Book Talks and Book 
Discussions featuring Charlie Mae Simon and 
Arkansas Diamond Award nominees.  

Oct 10 Melisa Rutherford will present informa-
tion from AAIM Conference, 101 Uses of a 
Document Camera. 

Nov. 19-20  ARA Conference; Little Rock, 
AR; “Books the Currency of Life” more infor-
mation: www.arareading.org 

Nov. 19 NEARC,  ARA Conference, discuss 
Literacy Award nominees, TBA 

Jan. 23 40th Anniversary Celebration at Missis-
sippi County Public Library TBA.  Details forth-
coming. 

Feb. 7 African American Read-In Chain; 
Blytheville K-2 Multi-Purpose Building, 1105 
Byrum Rd. Time to be announced.  

Mar. 13 ARA Committee Chair,  Caroline 
Schenk will present  Newspapers in Education.  
This make and take program promises to pro-
vide materials for all ages. 

April 13 ARA Literacy Tea, Little Rock– Gov-
ernor’s Mansion, Time TBA 

April 17 Literacy Awards TBA 

Unless otherwise noted, meetings will be held 
at  the Blytheville Primary School Library 1103 
Byrum Rd. Time: 10:00-12:00 

Visit our  website: 
www.orgsites.com/ar/nearc 

Calendar  of  Events  Membership 
Membership is open to anyone interested in 
reading and the promotion of reading.  Dues 
are $5 for the local NEARC and  $10 for  the 
Arkansas Reading Association.  For more infor-
mation contact: 

Melisa Rutherford, Pres. 126 E. Missouri; 
Blytheville, AR 72315; 870-740-0421 

Marvel Dickerson, Membership Dir. 

Or Visit www.arareading.org  and join online. 

 

N O R T H E A S T  A R K A N S A S  
R E A D I N G  C O U N C I L  

NEARC Committees:  

Parent and Family– Chair Laura Strickland; pro-
viding materials and information at Blytheville K-4 
Family Nights, professional development. 

International– Chair Viola 
Snow; NEARC sponsors child 
through Teri Clark Ministries;  

Community– Chair Paige 
Hawks; sponsored magazine 
subscriptions to local women’s 
shelter. 

African American Read-In Chain– Chair Linda 
Williams; community celebration held annually for 
the last  10 years. 

Literacy– Chair Melisa 
Rutherford; recognition of 
literacy leaders:  NEARC 
2009 Honorees included:  
Community Leader– St. 
Clare Parks; Educators– 
Richard Atwill, Sally 
Cooke; Agency: Blytheville Alumnae Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta, Action Group 

ARA Agency in Literacy– Blytheville Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 

Legislative– Chair Vera Lucas; promotion of advo-
cacy of literacy and reading issues 

Publicity– Chair Melisa Rutherford; promotion of 
NEARC events and meetings. 

Newspapers in Education– Norma Valley; pro-
fessional development, promotion of educational 
uses of newspapers. 

 

 

Counci l  Off icer s  
Melisa Rutherford, President; 126 E. Missouri; 
Blytheville, AR 72315; nvrhme@swbell.net; 
phone: 870-740-0421 

Caroline Self, Vice President; 
cself@bps.k12.ar.us 

Sally Cooke, Secretary; scooke@bps.k12.ar.us 

Marvel Dickerson, Treasurer;/ Membership Di-
rector,  532 Cook St. Blytheville, AR 72315; 
b_dickerson@sbcglobal.net; 870-532-2793 


