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                              Phone:       501-865-4541

                                                           Website:       www.orgsites.com/ar/pumphrey
Course Description


This course is designed to increase the student’s understanding of United States History from its beginning to the present, its development and institutions. The goals of the class are to develop (1.) an understanding of some of the principle themes in early and modern U.S. History, (2.) an ability to analyze historical evidence, and (3.) an ability to analyze and to express historical understanding in writing and other forms of communication. 

AP U.S. History is a rigorous, fast paced and challenging course designed to be the equivalent of a college freshman U.S. History survey course.  Students should possess strong reading and writing skills and be willing to devote substantial time to study and the completion of class reading assignments.  Emphasis is placed on class discussion, the use of primary and secondary sources, critical reading, and analytical writing. This course prepares students to take the College Board Advanced Placement United States History examination and possibly receive college credit. 

Mastery of content is important, but of equal value is:

· study and analytical skills

· critical reading of primary and secondary sources

· making historical analogies

· constructing and evaluating historical interpretations

· using historical knowledge as a guide to present understanding and action

· empathizing with the past

Any AP class requires hard work and a commitment to intellectual growth.  All students are strongly encouraged to dedicate themselves to the goals of AP U.S. History and to take the AP Exam at the end of the school year.  I hope that you will be rewarded with a sense of accomplishment and the belief that even a rigorous class can be enjoyable.

Course Expectations

The ultimate goal of this course is preparation for the AP® Exam in the spring.

Through this course, students will be provided with content, practical knowledge of

U.S. history, practice in critical thinking activities, and experience in effective writing techniques that will better prepare them for not only the AP Exam but also their future educational areas.  Students should learn to assess historical materials-their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance-and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. The course is demanding, requiring an enormous amount of time for reading and writing.  The expectation is that you work hard, behave respectfully and take the AP® Exam in the spring.

Grading

Semester grades will be determined by averaging test grades, quizzes, homework, class work, and participation.

· The semester exam will constitute 20% of the semester average.

· Tests will be given after each unit of study—3-4 per grading period. Generally Tests make up the largest percentage of the final grade per semester.
· Quizzes will be given periodically; either announced or unannounced -in order to evaluate the students’ knowledge of the material on a day-to-day basis.

Exams and Special Assignments 

  Essays are graded based upon the College Board scoring rubric (0-9)

  Multiple Choice tests grades are adjusted to reflect College Board scoring.  
· Multiple choice and essay tests are modeled after the AP Exam.  Questions come primarily from the textbook and may cover information not discussed in class.   

· Special assignments will be given periodically.

Quizzes
· Quizzes will be given as needed and are announced (ie Significant People quiz)

· Reading Quizzes will also be given after assigned readings
Homework and Class work
· Read assigned chapters and take notes on readings.
· Complete worksheets and class work

· A variety of oral and written, group and individual assignments will be given.

Homework takes various shapes: group assignments and presentations, debates, and more.  

You will also receive additional reading material, you are expected to keep up with this reading material as well – our class discussions will require you to keep up with all readings assigned for that day.

Class Participation points

· Participation points can be earned during class discussions and debates.

· Participation points can be taken away any time during class that a student is not on task.

· Participation is strongly encouraged.  I will not lecture on reading assignments.  We will discuss these assignments in an open forum.  It will be your responsibility to  have read the chapter and be ready with historical knowledge during the discussion.

 Wall People
· All students will be required to learn the “100 Wall People”.  

· These people are considered the most influential Americans to ever live.  

· During this course the students will learn one wall person per day.  

· After learning ten a quiz will be given.  Eventually students will take a test over all 100.
    Grade Scale:

                          GPA Points:

100 – 90:
A



5


89 – 80:
B



4





79 – 70:
C



3



69 – 60:
D



2




Below 60:
F



0

Texts

· David M. Kennedy, Lizabeth Cohen, and Thomas A. Bailey. The American Pageant (13/e). Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006.  

· David M. Kennedy and Thomas A. Bailey (Editors) The American Spirit (Two Volumes). Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2002.  

· Supplemental Readings (both primary and secondary) will also be assigned from the following works:

· Opposing Viewpoints in American History. (2 vols.) San Diego, California: Greenhaven Press, 1996. 

· Documents of American Constitutional and Legal History. (2 vols.) Oxford University Press, 2002. 

· Historical Moments: Changing Interpretations of America’s Past (2 vols., 2nd Ed.) McGraw-Hill / Dushkin, 2000.  

· The Inaugural Addresses of the Presidents. New York: Gramercy Books, 2003.

· American Ideas: Source Readings in the Intellectual History of the United States. (2 vols.) The Free Press, 1963.  

· The American Intellectual Tradition. (2 vols.) New York: Oxford University Press, 2003.

· American Philosophy: A Historical Anthology. Ed. Barbara MacKinnon. SUNY Press, 1985. 

· Other primary and secondary source readers and books will be used throughout the year. 
Accountability and Independent Learning

You are responsible for reading and studying the textbook The American Pageant (as well as ALL other readings). There will be a daily calendar located on my teacher web at the beginning of each nine weeks (and you will be given a hard copy of the calendar) to assist you in this process; you also have been given a consumable copy of the Student Guidebook to accompany the text, you are encouraged to complete this as we go through the textbook.  The calendar will be flexible as we move along in the course.  While some of the textbook will be discussed in detail through our class discussions, seminars, and debates, some of it will be covered through independent learning. You are responsible for ALL material assigned, whether we discussed it in class or not. 
Regular Assignments

AP U.S. History consists of Multiple Choice Tests, Essay Questions, Document Based Questions (DBQ), Free Response Questions (FRQ), Readings, Quizzes and Notes.  

Discussions, Socratic questioning, Seminars and debates will also be used periodically.
Taking notes is a required independent activity for this course.  Note taking should be used as a way of processing and categorizing the information you encounter in class or in readings.  

Other common assignments given in class include interpretation of historic documents, using graphic organizers, cooperative writing and discussion, and analyzing political cartoons.  Many techniques and strategies will be used to differentiate learning at high levels from readings, visuals and lectures.
The AP U.S. History Exam

The examination is 3 hours and 5 minutes in length and consists of two sections:  a 55-minute multiple-choice section and a 130-minute free-response section.  The free-response section begins with a mandatory 15-minute reading period.  Students are advised to spend most of the 15 minutes analyzing the documents and planning their answer to the document-based essay question (DBQ) in Part A.  Suggested writing time for the DBQ is 45 minutes. Parts B and C each include two standard essay questions that, with the DBQ, cover the period from the first European explorations of the Americas to the present.  Students are required to answer one essay question in each part in a total of 70 minutes.  Suggested time to be spent on each of the essay questions they choose to answer in Parts B and C is 5 minutes of planning and 30 minutes of writing. Both the multiple-choice and the free-response sections cover the period from the first European explorations of the Americas to the present, although the majority of questions are on the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  In the multiple-choice section, approximately 20% of the questions deal with the period through 1789, 45% with the period 1790 – 1914, and 35% with the period 1915 – to the present.  Whereas the multiple-choice section may include a few questions on the period since 1980, neither the DBQ nor any of the four essay questions in Parts B and C will deal exclusively with this period. In the multiple-choice section, political institutions and behavior and public policy account for approximately 35%, social change and cultural and intellectual developments for approximately 40%. The remaining questions are divided between the areas of diplomacy and international relations, approximately 15%; economic developments, approximately 10%.  The questions in the multiple-choice section are designed to test students’ factual knowledge, breadth of preparation, and knowledge-based analytical skills.  Essay questions are designed, additionally, to make it possible for students from widely differing courses to demonstrate their mastery of historical interpretation and their ability to express their views and knowledge in writing. Scores earned on the multiple-choice and free-response sections each account for one-half of the student’s examination grade.  Within the free-response sections, the DBQ counts for 45 percent; the two standard essays count for 55 percent.  We will begin an intensive review beginning in mid April – this review is required of all students in the class, regardless of whether you are planning on taking the exam or not.

General Information

Attendance
The pace of this course is accelerated and missing classes might cause problems.  If you do have to miss, contact your teacher ahead of time if possible.  All missed assignments should be completed in a timely fashion and according to district policy.

Portfolio
Each student will be required to keep a portfolio.  This portfolio will exemplify the student’s work and show evidence of learning.  All assignments, papers, quizzes, tests, and handouts should be kept and organized in the portfolio.  

Exams
Exams are comprehensive and AP style.  Each semester exam covers all the material from the beginning of the year.  It is imperative that you don’t just study to pass the unit tests but focus on preparing for the spring AP exam.  


NOTE:  Every student will take a practice AP exam, regardless of exemptions.
Integrity
The highest degree of integrity is expected at all times.  Collaboration is expected on homework assignments.  Collaboration is not copying.  Every paper with your name on it should be your own work.  Copied work results in a shared grade – half credit for each student.

School rules
School rules are enforced in this classroom in reference to tardies, makeup work, discipline, dress code, etc.  See student handbook for complete explanation.
Taking Notes
Taking notes is a required independent activity for this course. Notes should be maintained and organized in a separate spiral notebook. Notes for each chapter will be checked on days scheduled according to the day-to-day calendar for each nine weeks grading period. Note-taking strategies are varied and each individual student should determine the best way of taking notes for him/herself. Examples of common note-taking strategies:

· Cornell Notes are a form of two column notes that transform the note-taking process to note-making. This is accomplished by students summarizing the information noted.

· Content Frames are visual representations of information. Frames work well with material that has main topics and similar subtopics where showing the inter-relationship of ideas is important.

· Magnet Summaries are a form of two column notes where students write the central concept on one side with key words related to the concept underneath. In the other column, students write a summary sentence about the main concept.

· Power Notes are similar to outlining. Students differentiate between main ideas and details. Main ideas are power 1 while details are power 2, 3, 4, etc.

· Chapter Outlines focus on the main ideas of the chapter and summarize the information contained in the chapter.

Note-taking strategies/formats are not limited to the examples listed above. These are just a few of the more common methods used for taking notes. Note-taking should be used as a way of processing and categorizing the information you encounter in this class. Note-taking is a highly individualized activity. It’s important that you incorporate the method that is most effective for you. 

Strategies for Success
1.  Stay organized

2. Keep up with readings and assignments

3. Learn the information, don’t memorize or a test

4. Always keep the “big picture” in mind

5. Learn the “Wall People” as we go

6. Watch movies/films concerning history subjects

7. Ask questions and discuss readings with classmates

8. Look and see what you miss on tests and assignments and why

9. Focus on results not excuses
10. Learning can be FUN as well as CHALLENGING (this is not an easy class – remember you chose to be in this class).
Units of Study

First Nine-Weeks

Introduction

Colonization - Chapters 1-5

American Revolution – Chapter 6-9

Early Nationhood – Chapters 9-11

Second Nine-Weeks

Nationalism/Jackson – Chapters 12-13

19th Century Reform – Chapters 14-15

Sectionalism – Chapters 16-18

Civil War and Reconstruction – Chapters 19-23

Third Nine-Weeks

Guilded Age – Chapters 24-26

Expansionism and Progressivism – Chapters 27-30

War, Boom, and Bust – Chapters 31-33

FDR Era – Chapters 34-36

Fourth Nine-Weeks

The Cold War Begins – Chapters 37-38

1960s-1990s – Chapters 39-42

Review and AP Exam

