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Course Description
American History (United States History) examines time periods from the first European explorations of the Americas to present day. Political, military, scientific, economic, and social developments are covered in the historical overview. Students will analyze and interpret a variety of historical resources and use primary and secondary sources, maps, and pictorial and graphic evidence of historical events. This course stresses application, problem-solving, higher-order thinking skills, and use of classroom performance-based/open-ended assessments with rubrics. American History (United States History) is required by the Standards for Accreditation and does not require Arkansas Department of Education approval.
Grading
Semester grades will be determined by averaging the student’s tests, quizzes, homework, class work, and participation.

· The semester exam will constitute 20% of the semester grade

· Tests will be given after each unit of study (15 for the year)

· Quizzes will be given occasionally to asses student learning

· A variety of oral and written, group and individual assignments will be given

· There will be approximately three history projects during the course

· There will be several wall people quizzes and tests

· Points for a notebook will also be given to help keep notes organized

General Information
Attendance
In order to do well in this class students must attend class regularly.  Attendance rate directly affects student success.  All missed assignments should be completed in a timely fashion according to district policy
Notebook
Students will be required to keep a notebook in this class.  This notebook will exemplify the student’s work and show evidence of learning.  All assignments, notes, tests, and handouts should be organized in the notebook.
School Rules
School rules are enforced in this classroom in reference to tardies, makeup work, discipline, dress code, etc.  See student handbook for complete definition.
Class Rules
1.  Respect teacher and others
2.  Don’t disrupt the learning environment
3.  Follow instructions at all times

4.  Bring all materials needed for class

5.  Follow all handbook rules
Student Expectation

The ultimate goal of this course is to give all students a broad knowledge of American History, to improve reading and writing skills, to think critically and achieve at the highest level according to each student’s needs.  In order to achieve this goal high student expectations must be set and strived for.  The following is a list of student expectation:

All students are expected to:

1. complete all assignments in a timely manner.
2. turn in quality work that reflects their best efforts.

3. complete all 100 lesson notes.

4. learn all 100 wall people.

5. be on time and attend class regularly.

6. ask questions when they need help or don’t comprehend something.

7. have the highest integrity by not cheating or giving answers to others.

8. have a positive attitude.

9. pay attention and stay on task at all times.

10. All students are expected to follow school and classroom rules.

Student Procedures
Students will follow the student procedures unless otherwise informed:

1. Students should walk quietly into class and find their seats

2. Students should stay in their seats while lesson is being taught
3. All homework assignment should be turned in at the first of class in the tray on the day the assignment is due

4. All class work should be turned in the tray when completed

5. Students should be quiet when announcements are being made
Notebook

Students are required to keep an organized notebook.  This notebook will be checked periodically for points.  It is very important that students stay organized and keep up with all assignments.   Students may organize the notebook however they like.  This is a good example:


Section 1 – Class information (This Syllabus)

Section 2 – 100 Lesson Notes


Section 3 – 100 Wall People Notes


Section 4 – Assignments


Section 5 – Tests
Units of Study
Unit 1 – Early Americans and European Exploration (10,000 BC – 1600)

Unit 2 – American Colonization (1607-1763)

Unit 3 – Revolutionary War and Independence (1763-1783)

Unit 4 – Founding of US Government and the Constitution (1783-1788)

Unit 5 – Washington to Jackson (1788-1836)

Unit 6 – Westward Expansion and Manifest Destiny (1836-1850)

Unit 7 – Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877)

End of 1st Semester

Unit 8 -  The American West & the Industrial Revolution (1877-1910)

Unit 9 -  The Progressive Era & Imperialism (1898-1914)

Unit 10 – World War I and aftermath (1914-1920)

Unit 11 – Roaring 20s & The Great Depression (1920-1938)

Unit 12 – World War II (1938-1945)

Unit 13 – Post World War II Era (1945-1960)
Unit 14 – 1960s and Civil Rights Movement (1960-1972)

Unit 15 – The Modern Era (1972-Present)

End of 2nd Semester

