Three Rivers Reading Council

Board meeting notes

 ARA Leadership Conference, July 17, 2009

Present:  Susan Grogan, Candace Thomason, Anita Toney, Michele Newnum

*Brainstormed ideas for:

Local literacy outreach projects – Participating in “Day of Caring”, 

sponsored by the White County Medical Center and held at Harding 

University, next July, with a table for giving books away to the needy  

families who attend from White county and other surrounding counties.

Ideas for book donations included having teachers donate books at each 

school, asking for help from local businesses, and having children collect 

coins for buying books.  Additionally, government brochures about literacy at home can be ordered for free for distribution.

Young Writers’ Contest – decided to opt for narrative text as the contest genre this year.

Creating a new website – Michele Newnum, new secretary offered to build a free website offered from www.orgsites.com  for the council with links added to ARA and IRA and other sites.  Our website will be www.orgsites.com/ar/threeriversreadingcouncil
Membership drive – Anita Toney, new membership chair, is designing a letter to all the area principals and superintendents requesting their membership.  

-She’ll also ask them to nominate a building representative who would be willing to take information from our council and distribute or display it for the faculty at each school.  

- We’ll have a table set up at Teacher Day at Harding U., on August 11, with a tri-fold display and membership forms and misc. display items from Leadership weekend.

- We’ll coordinate with Wendy Ellis, ARA Student Membership Chair, and Susan will contact with the professors who work with the student teachers, to get council information to the pre-service teachers at Harding and ASU Beebe. 


International projects - yet to be decided


Need to have all our volunteers understand their assignments clearly.-

decided to wait until we could meet again, July 27, to clarify roles.

Dates for 2009-2010 meetings – October 6, 2009 will be the first meeting.  It will be focused on launching our local outreach book campaign.  Need to construct agenda for that meeting.  April 22, 2010 will be the Young Writer’s celebration and awards night.  Our third meeting will be in mid-July at the Day of Caring event.  The date will be confirmed after contacting D of C leadership contact.  Only three meetings are required.  Do we want to have a fourth meeting?  Discussed AR history program with the Butler Center.  
Board members must be IRA members –will confirm 

Committed to pursue Honor Council award for 2009-2010

Decided to invite Tina Montgomery, ARA out-going president, to visit council meeting October 6.  Susan talked to her about it and will send her email information later.
Discussed moving our council checking account from Regions Bank to Simmons First because of fewer fees and a better arrangement for our funds.  All agreed.

Events to publicize:  International Literacy Day, Sept. 8, 2009 and Jumpstart’s Read for the Record, October 8, 2009
