Three Rivers Reading Council
Board Meeting minutes
July 27, 2009

Present:  Susan Grogan, president, Candace Thomason, treasurer, Anita Toney, membership
Old Business:  Review of TRRC Board meeting notes from ARA Leadership Conference, July 17, 2009
Report of the Treasurer:  According to Candace Thomason, our checking account balance is $575.33.  She led the discussion about the proposal to move our council’s checking account from Regions Bank to Simmons First in Beebe because of fewer fees and a better arrangement for our funds.  All present agreed.  She and Anita Toney, Membership Chair, will go together to the banks with the appropriate paperwork to change the account to Simmons First bank.
New Business
Local literacy outreach projects:

Contact has been made with the White County Medical Center Marketing Department and we are waiting on confirmation that our council may participate in, and also the date for, the “Day of Caring”, sponsored by the White County Medical Center and held at Harding University, next summer in July.   We propose to have a table for giving books away to the needy families who attend from White county and other surrounding counties.  Susan is going to order free brochures and booklets about the importance of reading to children at home for distribution with the books

The campaign to collect these books will be called Bring a book; invest in the future!  
Also discussed, were other local agencies our council could donate books to that serve families and children. Agencies suggested were the White county and Lonoke county Women’s Shelters, where we have donated books before, Jacob’s House, a shelter for the homeless in Searcy, and the Searcy Children’s Home.  It was agreed that if donations of books were plentiful, we would see that those organizations received books, too.  

Storage for donated books was discussed and Anita Toney volunteered her storage space for stockpiling the donations until next summer’s “Day of Caring”.  Volunteers will be needed to help transport the boxes of books.  

Sources of donated books:  Ideas for book donations included having teachers donate books at each school, asking for help from local businesses, and having children collect coins for buying books.  Information about the book donation campaign will go out to schools via their building representatives and the first meeting of the year, on October 6, will be the kickoff date.   
Meeting proposals: 
1. October 6, 2009 will be the first meeting of the school year.  It will be held at the Liberty Room in the Heritage Center on the Harding University campus from 6:30 -8:00 PM.  Tina Montgomery, outgoing president of the Arkansas Reading Association will attend and bring greetings from ARA.  A video presentation will be included.

2. April 22, 2010 will be the date for the Young Author’s celebration and awards night.

3. The summer meeting/activity will be the “Day of Caring” at Harding University which will be on July 17, 2010 (?).  We are waiting on a date confirmation.
International projects:

After much discussion, it was agreed that our council will focus on supporting women in Swaziland as they take care of hundreds of orphans at each of the 20 care points (over 2700 orphans) with food and basic education.  By purchasing $100 worth of hand-made crafts from these women from the website, www.timbalicrafts.org and then using those craft items (coin and shoulder bags and table runners) as door prizes at our meetings, we can promote their cause and encourage our members to also purchase crafts items on their own.  

New website: 

The Three Rivers Reading Council website link on the Wilbur Mills Co-op website has been changed to our new address.  Thanks to Michele Newnum, our new secretary for creating our free site at  www.orgsites.com/ar/threeriversreadingcouncil
Membership drive:

Anita Toney, new membership chair, is designing a letter to all the area principals and superintendents requesting their membership.  

-She’ll also ask them to nominate a building representative who would be willing to take information from our council and distribute or display it for the faculty at each school.  

- We’ll have a table set up at Teacher Day at Harding U., on August 11, with a tri-fold display and membership forms and misc. display items from Leadership weekend. Susan will construct the tri-fold display and get the materials to Yvonne and Donna for setting up at the Benson Auditorium lobby on Teacher Day.
- We’ll coordinate with Wendy Ellis, ARA Student Membership Chair, and Susan will contact with the professors who work with the student teachers, to get council information to the pre-service teachers at Harding and ASU Beebe. 
Committee leadership needed:

Nomination committee members were suggested:  Anita Toney, Sarah Blake, Yvonne Furniss will be asked to get the information out to teachers for nominations for Jo Flannigan Scholarship ($750), Studies and Research (up to $750), Administrator in Reading Award, Celebrate Literacy Awards (for a community leader, an educator, and an organization).  We want to make sure that all our teachers, administrators, and community agencies have the opportunity to benefit from these awards.
Young Writers Contest: It was suggested that volunteers, Bonita Yingling and Donna Felty, chair the committee to oversee the contest and get the information for participation out to the schools.  They will call for help when it comes time for scoring the entries.

Other committees needed:  At the October 6 meeting we will recruit for additional volunteers to help with Parents and Reading, Legislative, Publicity, International Projects, Community Projects, Newspaper in Education, and Literacy committees.
Resource for teachers:
Anita Toney will send a Power Point to Michele Newnum, our webmaster and secretary, on the history of the Charlie May Simon and Arkansas Diamond book awards for posting  on our webpage as a resource for educators.

Submitted by Susan Grogan, July 27, 2009
