
 

H ello again!  It has been a busy 
last couple of months. I 

would like to welcome aboard our 
new and returning members. With 
elections being held last month I 
would like to welcome our new 
Officers and Staff and thank our 
out going Officers and Staff for 

their contribution. Basically our structure has 
stayed the same. We have had a couple of minor 
setbacks but came through with the help of our 
membership. I thank and commend you for your 
support and help.  

As I look back at this past year, for myself, it has 
been very difficult with all that I have had to deal 
with. I made a promise to the officers, staff and 
membership that I would stay on and lead us 
through the next couple of terms and to train and 
support the Detachment in its endeavors. I lost a 
son, faced some serious medical issues and per-
sonal issues and lost a very good friendship. I 
could not have completed my commitment if it 
had not been for the love and dedication of those 
around me who gave and supported me in what 
needed to be accomplished. I realize that I am not 
the only one who faces problems and issues when 
the future looks bleak. There are many others who 
are not in the best of circumstances. As an organi-
zation we are looked upon to support and help 
our community. As members we are here to help 
and support our membership. I ask from all our 
membership to do what we can to care and help 
others in this upcoming Holiday Season. Let us be 
the ones that make a difference in the lives of oth-
ers. Our membership is made of some of the finest 
individuals Iõve have come to know and respect.  
No matter how little you may think your contri-
bution or effort may seem, it is part of an overall 
effort that is composed of others and together 
(thus the word òGung Hoó pull together) we can 
make it work.  

Anna Marie and her staff have many things 
planned. Though you get some info in this news-
letter you need to come by the clubhouse for addi-
tional info. Things change everyday. December 
will be our busiest month. Many activities are 
planned. The biggest change is our New Years Eve 
dance. This year it will be held at the Holiday Inn 
on Palo Verde. Why you ask, Iõll tell you. In the 
long run the cost is cheaper. We are able to pro-
vide a great dinner with music and dancing in an 
atmosphere than is basically unlimited so that 

many friends and family can attend. Unfortu-
nately our clubhouse does not have the capacity 
to hold many guests and many of our members 
want to be with as many friends and family as 
possible and can invite them without being trou-
bled about capacity problems. We want to pro-
vide a great dinner for all who participate without 
anyone having to do additional work. The next 
best thing is if you get a room or suite you donõt 
have to worry about driving home. The hotel has 
worked with us on giving us the best prices possi-
ble as a military organization discount. If you 
donõt believe check out other places and compare 
the costs. This could also be a great Christmas 
present for some. The best thing though is the 
staff and myself can enjoy and celebrate with you 
the members in bringing in the New Year without 
having to work! It is something I am looking for-
ward to. So, be sure to get your tickets early and 
get your room reservations, and yes if we get good 
participation the Detachment will still make 
money. Would like to see a minimum of 150 peo-
ple there. This also includes the party favors and 
decorations. Tickets now on sale at clubhouse. 

Kudos, Color Guard-OOH-RA! Anaõs, great Hal-
loween party, Virginiaõs beautiful website. Taco 
crew and fish fry crew, a big OOOOOHHHHH-
RRRRRAAA!!!!!!!! VA sandwich and bingo helpers, 
you are always there Semper Fi and OOH-RA!  To 
the men who help out, my heart to you my broth-
ers! To all the ladies who help and bring chow and 
are always there many xoxoxoxoxooxoxoõs  and a 
super battalion size OOOOHHHRRAAAA!!!!! I 
hope I didnõt leave anyone out and if I did I apolo-
gize. In many cases, Anna Marie has my back! 
Again, thank you all for your support, dedication 
and participation.  

From my familyõs, house and heart I wish you and 
yours a wonderful safe holiday season. Peace and 
love be with you all. Let us not forget those in 
harms way and pray for them and their families. 

Semper Fi ,  
Manny òBearó Munguia, Commandant 

Commandant Message:  
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PASSWORD  
Regular Meeting: 

1st Thursday of the Month 
216 E. 29th St. 
PO Box 27909 

Tucson, AZ 85726-7909 
Phone: (520)624-4351 

 

Officers: 
 

Commandant: Manny Munguia 
Sr. Vice Comdt: John Rodriguez  
Jr. Vice Comdt.: Marty Ramirez 
Judge Advocate: Ben Rivera 
Adjutant: Kathy Robinson 
Paymaster: Bert Rincon 
Chaplain: Andy Herreras 
Sgt. At Arms: Ron Dominguez  
Historian: Virginia Rivera 
Jr. Past Comdt.: Abner Reese, Jr. 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Jerry Coyle ~ Tony Esparza 
Harry Gilmore ~ Al Majalca ~  

Oscar Montijo ~ Anna Marie Arenas 
 

Devil Pup Liaison Reps. 
 

Al Garcia ~ Harold Don  
David Caballero 

 

Color Guard 
 

Sonny Rivera ~ Ben Rivera 
 

VAVS Southern AZ Rep. 
 

Robert Shirley 
 

VA Service Officer 
 

Fred Hollwedel 
 

Clubhouse Manager 
 

Anna Marie Arenas 
 

Web Master 
 

Virginia Rivera 
www.orgsites.com/az/mcl-tsn-007/

index.html 
 

PASSWORD Editor/Publisher 
 

Virginia Rivera 
 

The PASSWORD is a publication of the Tucson 
Detachment Marine Corps League 
The PASSWORD is published once a month. 
*Please direct all article, submissions, Correspon-
dence or inquires to;  
 

Tucson Detachment Marine Corps League 
C/O Virginia Rivera 
PO Box 27909 
Tucson, AZ 85726-7909 
E-Mail: brivera13@cox.net 
*Some article will be subject for approval  by the 
Commandant or the E-Board. 



 

Chaplainôs Report: 

G et well wishes to Aurelio Lopez and to Ma-
rine Harry Gilmore, Harry is at the VA hospi-

tal. Please keep them in your prayers for a full re-
covery from their illness. Also keep our deployed 
Marines and all our troops in your prayers. 

I hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving. We have so much to 
be thankful for in this great country of ours! I wish each of you a 
happy and safe Holidays filled with love, peace and joy! May God 
bless each of you with health and happiness in the coming year.   

Semper Fi ,  
Andy Herreras, Chaplain  
 

Assoc. Director/Clubhouse Message:  

H appy Holidays to everyone!  May you and your 
family have a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year from my family to yours. Please 
donõt forget the less fortunate, our children in the 
community.  Happy Holidays and thank you for your 
continued support and donations.   

On Thursday, September 4th we had our regular meeting and it 
was Taco Thursday.  We had a great turnout for both the tacos 
and regular meeting, and had door prizes.  We reviewed reasons 
for ending the Chip Program.  As a reminder, the Shot Glass Pro-
gram is for same day purchases only.  We no longer  honor the 
use of shot glasses for next day purchases.  Also, bartenders are 
required to account for the shot glasses each night. 

Please see advertisements of upcoming events for November and 
December, which includes the Marine Corps Birthday, Veterans 
Day Parade and Dance, Christmas Parade, Christmas Party for 
our children and a dance at night for the adults, and our New 
Yearõs Dance.  Not to mention the Taco Thursdays every other 
week, Tardeadas on Sundays and Happy Hour on Fridays. 
DONõT FORGET THIS IS OPERATION HOLIDAY SHAR-

ING!!!!!!! 

On October 4th at the Tardeadas a miracle happened.  I advised 
the members and guests who were at the Tardeadas that our 
walk-in refrigerator was broken and still having ongoing prob-
lems.  And, that so far we had paid over $900.  I announced to the 
members and guests that Frank would be going around to collect 
donations.  We had two door prizes to give too.  Margie Lopez 
collected $42; Becky Alvarez donated another $10.  We received 
$89 from the door prizes.  And three angels came to our rescue.  I 
want to thank Danny Ruelas, Joe & Mary Ornelia, and Marty 
Ramirez with all my heart, and the tears you brought to my eyes 
for the wonderful donations which amounted to $350.  The door 
prize winners were Irma Loya and John Valdez.  Margie, thank 
you so much you are such a sweet heart for collecting.  When we 
felt down and out it was the membership and guests that came 
to our side.  Thank you for your support and contributions.  We 
survive the ups and downs because of you. 

Manny Miranda donated a freezer for the club house, Thank you 
Sweetie.  And, thank you to our special friends, Al and Olga 
Morrelli, for the TV.  We really tried this year to get the flat 
screen TVõs but due to the unexpected repair of the walk-in re-
frigerator and property taxes, we had to set priorities.  Our goal 
is still to have one for the super bowl and final four.  Wish us 
luck. 

Great October birthday celebration, for Bobby, Carmen, Cristina 

Ciambar, Larry Duffey, Rudy Arenas, Carlos Diaz and Ron 

Dominquez.   We had dedications for them and talk about the 

Potluck Dishes; everyone was here òcon ganas.ó  Music, dancing, 

and good food what more can you want for a Sunday.  Thank you 

all.  Happy Birthday to our bartender Ana Montoya and you 

thought we would let you go without the mañanitas (hee-hee).  

Boy, October babies sure know how to have a great time. 

 

 

SPECIAL THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS 

Danny Peru  Best Salsa in Town which compli-
mented the Best Tacos in town.  
Thank you for the Salsa.  

Marty Ramirez  $100 for the Devil Pups and $100 for 

the Wounded Marines 

Maria Gutierrez Thank you for the meatloaf, bread, 
cake, and calabacitas. Maria was 
very lucky at the Tardeadas in Sep-
tember. She won most of the prizes 
and gave them out as she won.  And, 
for the 50/50 raffle, because of her 
big heart, she gave to the club house 
as a donation of $48.  Thank you 
Maria we put it in the fundraiser 
account for OPERATION HOLIDAY 
SHARING.   Maria also won Novem-
ber 1st and donated $20.  Maria you 
are such a sweet lady  

Frank Jimenez Collected cash donations and total 
funds donated that night was $49 
and given to Gretchen Chambliss 
who is our representative for the 
Cancer Walk in November.  Thank 
you everyone for your donations.  

Manny & Rosa Felix Donated an awesome shrimp cock-
tail that was also the highlight of the 
night. Our Tardeadas are potluck 
events and it never fails to amaze me 
what a beautiful family of members 
we have who are always donating a 
dish.  Itõs like having a family gather-
ing every Sunday and everyone 
brings a potluck.  Munchas Gracias a 
todos.  

Ernest F. Bonillas Donated $20 to Toys for Tots  

Potluck Dishes Maria Gutiérrez, Larry and Mary 
Duffy, Cenaida and Alex òCanoó 
Duarte, Yolanda De La Rosa, and 
Irma Loya.   

Fish Fry Team ñFantasticò Thank you Irma, Margie, Cano, 
Chuy, Bear, and our servers.  



 

OTHER BUSINESS 
Could use help in decorating for the Christmas Parade and could 
also use supplies for decorations for the float.  We need red and 
green garland, not to mention large red and gold bows for the 
Hummer that the Marine Corps Reserves is allowing us to use.  
Theme will be a Marine sitting and reading to the elves and chil-
dren awaiting for Santa Claus to arrive, the Color Guard will 
protect our entry as we tour in the parade along with the Hum-
mer. When you see us give us the loudest cheer possible so we 
know our members are out there.   

Color Guard had their first fundraiser on Sunday, October 25, 
2009 and appreciates all your support. A special thank you goes 
out to the donors, which were Maria Gutierrez ($25), Fernando 
Perez ($20), Harold Don ($5), Tommie Obregon ($5), and Al 
Majalca ($20).  Thank you, Thank you Juanita Rodriguez and 
Estella Arenas for preparing and cooking the menudo. Que 
Sabrosa!!!  Also, a special, òMUNCHO MUNCHO GRACIAS TO 
TOMMIE OBREGON AND VIRGINIA RIVERAó for your help.  
Color Guard proved they can handle anything, great job John 
Rodriguez and Frank Jimenez. 

On October 31st we had our annual Halloween Party. Wow!  

What a party.  Everyone had a great time and all were in their 

finest. Prize winners were as follows: 

Everyone wore great costumes from Geraldo to Bam-Bam and 
Pebbles.  Donõt worry LaLa you survived! But we had a lot of 
fun!!!!!! 

Happy New Year to everybody.  Hope to see you at our all night 

celebration on December 31st.  We deserve it.  Until then see you 

at the clubhouse  

Semper Fi,  
Anna Marie Arenas, Associate Director/
Clubhouse Manager  
 
ñA Time to Rememberò: 
On September 8ñ12, 2009 
three òEó Company mem-
bers attended their 59th 
Able Company 1st marine 
1st Bn. Reunion in Quan-
tico, VA and Washington 
DC. During their stay 
They took time to visit the 
Korean War Monument, 
and also other monuments 
as well as the National 
Marine Corps Museum. This trip brought back many memories 
of their time in Korea. 

Mary Romero  

 

Commandant Honor Night:  
On September 26, 2009 nine Past Tucson Detachment Comman-
dants attended their Honor Night, the Commandants were; Ab-
ner Reese, Ben Rivera, Andy Herreras, Manny Munguia, Jr. Ken 
Prchal, Joe Trujillo, Manny Munguia, Sr. Julius Anguiano and Joe 
Dorame (not pictured) also Gilbert Ruelas daughters and Hector 
Dorame daughter attended.  

Thanks to Joe Trujillo for his donation of the 1974 51st National 
Marine Corps League Convention book and a 1975 4th Annual 
Department of AZ State Convention book. Thanks to Ken Prchal 
for his pictures from his trip to National Museum Of the Marine 
Corps 

Visit our web site and you can see more pictures from this event 
and other events held at the Tucson Detachment, you will also 
find the newsletter online. 

www.orgsites.com/az/mcl-tsn-007/index.html 

Virginia Rivera  

50/50 Winners 

09/04 Maria Flores $28.00 

09/13 Maria Gutierrez $48.00 

09/20 Estella Arenas $80.00 

09/27 Rudy Garza $65.00 

10/04 Juanita Rodriguez $80.00 

10/11 Henry Loya $80.00 

Other Winners Nellie Leone (cover) Ron Dominguez (MC Plate) 

10/18 Ernest Bonillas $70.00 

10/25 Maria Gutierrez $53.00 

11/01 Maria Gutierrez $45.00 

Gilbert Romero, Oscar Rendon, Bert Rincon 

Past Commandants 

A. Reese, B. Rivera, A. Herreras, M. Munguia, K. Prchal, J. Trujillo, M. Munguia, J. Anguiano 

Most Scariest Ed Figueroa Uncle Fester at his finest. 

Hey Ed whatôs the secret 

in keeping the makeup 

fresh?? The ladies wanted 

(need) to know, hee-hee. 

Witchiest Margie Lopez She kept asking us if we 

waned to ride, she even 

had a laser light to guide 

us to her chateau, Aye! 

Sexiest Bobby Soto, Jr. Naaachooo Libre (or is it 

Lucho Libre) 

Most Original Bobby Soto, Sr. The one and only bag 

lady. Agnes was wearing 

her finest. What a hottie! 

She kept the men going. 

Best Couple Robert & Mary Ann Pirates of the Caribbean 



 

 



 

                                                                                                                     

                                    




