
 

M embers, as Sr. Vice I have 
accepted the resignation 

from Al Garcia, as Commandant of 
our Detachment. On behalf of our 
Staff, membership and myself, I 
thank you Al and Sylvia for your 20 
plus years of unselfish dedication 
and contributions to the Marine 

Corps League, the Detachment and the commu-
nity.  

I have been appointed by the Board of Directors, 
and have accepted the appointed position of in-
terim Commandant for the Detachment. With 
approval of the Board of Directors, I have ap-
pointed Marine Antonio òTonyó Alvarez as Sr. 
Vice, Marine and Past Commandant Ben Rivera 
has accepted the position of Judge Advocate, and 
Marine Ron Dominguez as Sgt. At Arms. Anna 
Marie Arenas has been appointed and accepted 
the position of Clubhouse Manager. Marines 
Sonny Rivera and Ben Rivera have also accepted 
appointments as Color Guard Captains. The re-
mainder of the Board remains the same. As Offi-
cers and Board members we have sworn an Oath 
and have dedicated ourselves to the performance 
of our assigned duties per Bylaws and Adminis-
trative directives of the Marine Corps League and 
Detachment. I have complete confidence in our 
Staff to perform their duties accordingly. 

Onward and Forward As we pick up our gear and 
move out, we will continue with our month by 
month social activities and fund raising events. 
Our clubhouse is a location for Detachment meet-
ings and provides for social and fundraising 
events in support of the Detachments many calls 
to duty as part of our mission in support of the 
Marine Corps League, subsidiary organizations as 
well as other military organizations and commu-
nity. I would like to see more participation by our 
membership at our monthly meetings on the first 
Thursday of the month and at the clubhouse 
meetings on the second Saturday. The general 
meeting provides information on Detachment and 
clubhouse activities. The clubhouse meeting plans 
and co-ordinates planning for Detachment func-
tions and social activities. We are currently plan-
ning a six to eight month calendar of activities. 
You are the membership, be involved! 

VA Bingo and other VA activities VA bingo night 
is held on the first Wednesday of the month. 
Since the start of the Detachment we have been 
involved in many of the VA activities. Being the 

largest Detachment in the state of Arizona out of 
25, I find it disheartening that only a handful of 
our members (Marines) are participating in sup-
port of the VA activities. It takes only two hours 
of your time a month. Volunteers are also needed 
on May 2nd @ 1130. Letõs step it up. A flyer is 
posted at the clubhouse for Volunteer Orienta-
tion. Contact Harold Don or Andy Herreras for 
other VA activities. 

State Convention 2009 The convention is rapidly 
closing in on us. Still we are not getting much 
response in support of the convention from our 
membership. If you have not participated or been 
to a convention, now is your opportunity to see 
what goes on. The other 24 Detachments will be 
showing up in force. Again we are the largest De-
tachment in the state. Will we be out numbered? 
Rooms are available at a very reasonable rate. If 
you can not attend both days, I ask that you at 
least make it to the closing ceremonies and Ban-
quet. Again, information available at the club-
house. 

Future Fund raising events The newly appointed 
Sr. Vice Tony Alvarez will be spearheading the 
Wounded Marine Fundraiser and Scholarship 
Fund. Sgt of Arms Ron Dominquez will be liaison 
for Toy for Tots. I will be working Community 
Food Bank and other activities. Looking for mem-
bers to participate with these activities.  

Thanks I would like to thank our volunteer staff 
for their continued participation in working be-
hind the scenes at our functions. I also want to 
thank the members who are participating and 
bringing in the wonderful meals for the potlucks 
and Tardeadas. Our taco nights still continue to 
be a great success and are growing. Soon to come 
will be tostada nights! We are planning on having 
a couple of fish fryõs and bring your favorite cut of  
meat/chicken or fish BBQs on Saturdays during 
the summer months. The clubhouse will provide 
beans and rice. You provide the fun! Bring your 
families, friends and musical instruments.  

A quick bio Iõm a native Tucsonan. I have been a 
member of this Detachment for 30 yrs and a life 
member. Iõm a 3rd generation Marine of the Ma-
rines who served with Easy Co. from both sides of 
my family. I served 6 years in the Corps. I have 
been a member of the Color Guard, softball team, 
officer, and participated and contributed to the 
many numerous activities of the Detachment over 
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the last 30 years. I remember when it was started back at the 
Tucson Inn on Drachman. 

I will continue to serve this Detachment to the best of my ability. 
I thank you all for your support. 

Semper Fi,  
Manny Munguia, Commandant.  
 

Chaplainôs Report: 

G et well wishes to Marine Gilbert Romero he 
is recovering from surgery, Anna Marie Are-

nas, Marine Harry Gilmore are back on their feet 
after a short set back. We would like to send our 
very best and a speeding recovering to Manny 
Alvarado, heõs recovering from a stroke. 

With much sorrow and sadness on April 3, 2009 Ruth 
Ortiz lost her battle to cancer. Ruth gave up her  posi-
tion as Associate Director due to her illness. She is 
survived by her children Elaine Valenzuela, Vivian 
Ruskowitz, Cathy Cruz, Ricardo Mankel and Yvonne 
Pargas, also 15 grandchildren and numerous family 
members and friends. Ruth will be missed by all her 
friends at the Marine Corps League.  

Condolence to Marine Vincent Suarez for the loss of his wife of 
60 years Hope òTantió Suarez on April 1, 2009. She is survived by 
her son Gregory Suarez and grandson Gregory Vincent Lewis 
Suarez.   

Semper Fi,  
Andy Herreras, Chaplain  
 

Directors Message: 

W e are continuing to move forward with 
the Marine Corps League Department of 

Arizona State Convention.  All Detachments and 
potential exhibitors have received their informa-
tion packages, which you can find in our website.  
We continue to request assistance at the conven-
tion.  On Saturday, June 13, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. 
we will have a meeting to review the assign-

ments and responsibilities, and schedule of the volunteers 
during the convention.  If you wish to volunteer your time, 
please ensure that you attend this meeting.  Remember, the 
rooms at the Desert Diamond are only $83 per night take the 
opportunity to enjoy the convention and your stay.  Reservation 
code is MCL007 when making reservations.  Hope to see you all. 

A special thanks to the volunteers who helped in putting labels, 
copying, stuffing, and sealing envelopes.  We couldnõt have met 
the deadline without you.  Our volunteers were Estella Arenas, 
Melissa Cota, Anisa Cota, Lucy Cota, Frank Jimenez, Diane 
Munguia, and Manny òBearó Munguia.  Great Job!  We Did It!  
Frank Jimenez is busily getting gift certificates for our various 
fundraisers, way to go Frank!!!! 

This year, during April, the clubhouse had Potluck Fridays fol-
lowing with a dance and great music.  We had a great time and 
all the hard work was well worth it.  Thank you everyone for the 
great dishes we were so overwhelmed with all the great eats.  
Our appreciation goes out to Angie Acedo, Becky Alvarez, Estella 
Arenas, Mary Bernal, Al Bettiga, J. B. Celey, Dolores Contreras, 

Cenaida Duarte, Maxine Lea, Mary Lopez, and Margaret Rodela.   
Please forgive me if I missed anyone, your potluck donation was 
greatly appreciated. 

Also, on Sunday, April 5, 2009, we had an Italian dinner and boy 
what a dinner.  The tables looked so beautiful.  We had 30 
pounds of spaghetti (Bear style) and posole, not to mention the 
array of salads and desserts.  Thank you all for your potluck 
dishes. Maxine way to go with the garlic bread. Bellisimo!!!!  To 
the gentlemen and ladies in the clubhouse who worked kitchen 
and hall detail on Sunday, April 5th, THANK YOU MUNCHO, to 
Frank Jimenez, Maxine Lea, Diane Munguia, Commandant Mun-
guia, Donna Munguia, Patti Munguia, Rudy and Karen Ochoa, 
and Edward Rivas.  The kitchen never looked so well and the set 
up/clean up was fast and furious.  Way to go Amigos!!!!   Also, 
thank you to Richard and Marta Tellez for the major cleanups. 

Other special thanks go out to Bobby Soto and the Recuerdos.  
Remember Bobby, we are your greatest fans at the Tucson De-
tachment #007 Marine Corps League.  We love you man!   

We had a surprised and beautiful serenade during our gathering 
on Sunday, April 5th.  Our hearts go out to Pancho, Ricardo, and 
Henry who are, òLos Amigos De Tucson Arizonaó.  The trio sang 
so romantico!  

If you really want to hear music from the times when love songs 
really meant something come hear our wonderful Grupo Star-
dust.  See newsletter calendar for dates. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at the clubhouse at 624-
4351, or my cellular telephone number at 404-7646.  Our goal is 
to bring back the times when we had great gatherings at the 
clubhouse with good eats and great music.  If you have any ideas 
for events at the clubhouse, concerns, or inquiries please let me 
know and by all means we will try to make it happen.  Some po-
tential upcoming events include Potluck Fridays, Sunday 
Tardeadas, Taco Night Thursdays, Cinco de Mayo, Memorial 
Day, Motherõs Day, Fatherõs Day, and July 4th celebrations.  Cur-
rently, we are planning in having BBQõs at the Clubhouse by en-
joying the evenings.  So look forward to the, òBring Your Fish, 
Chicken, and/or Steak BBQó events. Virginia Rivera really did a 
great job on the calendar and scheduled events in the newsletter.  
Way to Go Virginia!!!!!  

Remember, we always need volunteers to help with the up-
coming events.  Donõt hesitate to call me.  Also, check the cal-
endar in the newsletter for scheduled event dates and when we 
make sandwiches for the VA Bingo and Bridge activities.  We 
could use your help in making the sandwiches.  Call me at 404-
7646. 

Donõt forget, òTaco Nightó every other Thursday as you are wel-
comed to enjoy great eats. Check newsletter calendar for dates.  
Best tacos in the house!!!!! 

On a last note, changes may be very challenging and may not be 
what we want, expect, or see as being fair.  But I personally want 
you to know that I am committed to Tucson Detachment and 
will continue the legacy that was started by our founding fathers, 
which the focus is on the membership of the Tucson Detach-
ment .  My heart is Marine!  Thank you, Al and Sylvia, for all 
your hard work and continued contributions.  Semper Fi! 

Semper Fi,  
Anna Marie Arenas, Associate Director  



 

 

Live Music and dancing with Bobby Soto and his Band 

 

Jam Session and DJ John Rodriguez 

 

Memorial Day  
May 25, 2009  

Memorial Day Services 
Services will be held at Southlawn Cemetery at 
9:00 am and 11:00 am at Holy Hope Cemetery in 
front of the mausoleum at Tom Pricesõ gravesite. 
There will be other services throughout the city, 

The Tucson Detachment will only be at these two 
services. Times are subject to change. Open House 

all Welcomed! 

 
 

Fridays, May 1, 8, 22, 29, 2009 
June 5,12, (26 Bobby Soto) 

With DJ John Rodriguez 

38th Annual State Convention 
Department of Arizona 
Marine Corps League 

Tucson, AZ 
June 18th ~ 21th, 2009 

Hosted By The 
Tucson Detachment 007 

Desert Diamond Hotel & Casino 
7350 S Nogales Highway 

 

June 17th Early Registration 
June 18th  Golf Tournament 
June 19th Meet and Greet 
June 20th Meetings 
June20th Banquet 
  No Host Bar 1800 
  Dinner 1900 
 


