The History of Bay School

Bay School is a local institution with a colorful history. It was built in 1879 by the whalers who lived at Point Lobos, and served as a one-room community school for many of the area's founding families: the Hudsons, Hattons, Rileys, Allens, Martins, DeAmarals, Williamses, and Kodanis. The only other schools at the time were located in Carmel Valley and Big Sur. Many children walked or rode horseback to the eight-grade schoolhouse on San Jose Beach. 

J. W. Gregg sold the original land to the Bay School District for $5.00 in gold coin on April 29, 1889. In 1952, the Bay School District was annexed to the Carmel Unified School District (CUSD). In 1955, the Carmel Parent Nursery School assumed responsibility for the operation of Bay School, and remains there today. Founded by Rosa Doner, the nursery is a parent co-operative pre-school for children between the ages of 2 years 9 months and 5 years, and serves as an adult education program for the children's parents. 

In 1967, new state earthquake and safety codes required that certain older buildings be made safer for earthquakes or be rebuilt to new standards. CUSD decided to rebuild the school; and with much popular support, parents raised almost half of the estimated $20,000 needed. But the funds fell short when building plans were rejected by the Office of the State Architect and the corrective costs rose to $74,000, and then $91,000--well beyond the District's financial means. 

In 1975, the School Board was persuaded to continue reconstruction when a third of the necessary funds were raised in only a few weeks by a supportive community and concerned parents. In 1976, the old Bay School structure was demolished and then rebuilt in similar appearance. But a fund-raising tradition had begun, and it is renewed each year through the event known as Bay Day. 

Bay Day is the major annual fundraising event at Bay School. All proceeds of this family-oriented carnival go directly to Bay School, and are used to buy equipment, purchase supplies, and fund outings. The original Bay Day had been a graduation ceremony for the eighth graders, with speeches, songs, and refreshments, and the spirit of celebration continues in that vein. 

It is not surprising that many of the same elementary and pre-school students who attended as children have returned to Bay School as nursery parents over the years. With more than a century of supportive history, parents and staff continue to work steadily to ensure that Bay School thrives in order to provide special opportunities for parents and their young children for yet another century. 
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