Camerado Springs Middle School Parents Club
Meeting Minutes 10/27/08
Welcome-Parents Club President, Colleen Cotcher:   Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m.

Minutes of Last Meeting – Colleen Cotcher:  A motion was made to approve the minutes of the 9/22/08 meeting. Motion seconded. Motion approved.

STANDING REPORTS

President’s Report – Colleen Cotcher:  
~ Cookie dough fundraiser:  Going on through this week and ending the 30th of Oct.  We’ll collect everything and place the order the following week.  Orders will be received back for distribution to the kids before intersession break, so deliveries can be made the first week of December.  The kids may earn reward items based on the # sales they make, including a free pass from running the mile, a class party, etc. 

~ Staff Appreciation Luncheon is Wednesday, 10/29.  Parents have donated the necessary items for this month’s luncheon, so there are no last minute needs. The staff/teachers really enjoy & appreciate Parents Club for doing this for them each month. Thank you to all those who donated items and helped plan, prepare, etc. We appreciate you all!
Treasurer’s Report & Budget – Nikki Costello:  The budget was reviewed. As of 10/27/08, the beginning balance is $13,213.29, the income received is $687.01 (from Scrip and donations); Expenses paid were $328.72 (postage, mailing supplies, State fees); and the ending balance is $13,571.58.  A motion was made to approve the budget. Motion seconded. Motion approved.
Principal’s Report – Mr. Shuppe: 
~ Safe School Ambassadors (student monitors) from Camerado & Rolling Hills also participating in the program.  Students are trained to help resolve peer conflicts, lead meetings, help kids make positive choices, and help create positive feelings for positive outcomes/behaviors. 
~ Canned food drive “Kids Can!” by KCRA ends this week.
~ Senior Ball dinner and dance for senior citizens was a great success. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make it a great event.

~ Healthy Kids Survey is coming soon. A letter was sent home explaining the details.

~ Red Ribbon Week went well. The kids enjoyed spirit days and participated in dressing up, etc. They had raffles and at the BMX show, the bikers jumped over Mrs. Enns - the kids loved that!

NEW BUSINESS
Purchase Requests – Mr. Shuppe, Vice Principal
~ Math Text Books:  $3000.00 was requested for continued help with purchasing additional sets of math books for use in the classroom. 
~ Sacramento Bee Subscription: The library asked for $184.60 to pay for their yearly subscription to the newspaper. 
~ Art Dept: The art teacher requested an art “rack” for $300.00 (est).
A motion was made to approve the requests and expenses listed above; it was seconded and approved. (None opposed.)
Guest Speaker – Dave Lawrence & Christina Novello with EDC Sheriff’s Dept High Tech Crimes Task Force:  
Dave is a Detective and Christina is a Crime Analyst with the Sheriff’s Dept.  They shared with us some important information to help keep our kids safe:

~ Be watchful, protective, and “BE A PARENT!”  (Monitor your kids while on the computer, restrict unsafe internet use/practices, secure your personal info & computer, etc.) 
~ Don’t be a “buddy/friend”
~ Set strict guidelines, the internet is not a babysitter!
~ Don’t stop monitoring during teen years; they still need guidance/accountability.

~ Not a good idea to have computer in private/secluded areas on the house or in bedrooms. 

~ Not a good practice to allow doors to be closed/locked during computer use.

~ Very good practice to set time limits for internet/computer use & to place the computer in a common area of the house.

~ It’s not just a computer screen – there are real (weird/unsafe/perverted) people out there!
~ Most kids know more about technology than parents do!
~ Know what you computer has (functions, hook-ups, etc)
~ Have a good firewall/anti-virus, security system/software in place to protect yourself from fraud (hackers can access your personal data from unprotected “wireless” computers).

~ Password protect everything (computer access on/off, files, programs, etc. (Harder for kids & hackers to access!)
~ Set-up passwords with a combo of upper & lower case letters, numbers, and symbols. 
~ Change the factory default passwords, password protect important files/programs, turn off or don’t use file/print sharing if at all possible, and change passwords often.

~ You can set-up “private” games with their real friends.

~ Clicking too much/on everything, even if we don’t know where it leads – it could link you to a threat/virus; weak/easy passwords; file sharing, chat rooms, IMs, blogs. 
~ Copyright violations are a misdemeanor (downloading songs, movies, etc. without permission).
~ Never give your real name, age, phone, description, address, etc. If you must “register” only give the minimum amount of required info.

~ Never post pictures!!  Whatever you put onto the internet, web, myspace, blogs, etc. is out there FOREVER!  You can’t get it back or retrieve it all (even if you delete it). 

For kids to report immediately: 

~ If a stranger attempts to contact/ask personal questions about them, wants your child to follow them to another site/game, &/or especially if they want to meet in person, etc. (they should say “no”, log out, and report it to you ASAP).
~ If an off-limits page/site (porn, etc.) was accessed (even by accident, so parents don’t get mad when they find it later by accident).  
**Parents: Many kids (even adults) stumble onto porn sites or other inappropriate sites unintentionally. Common words and innocent searches can produce these sites without trying very hard, so please be understanding if it happens to your child (but keep track of the frequency – in case it becomes an “issue” instead of an accident.) **
To report obscene/lewd/illegal activity, go to:  www.cybertipline.com
Parental Awareness:
~ 25% of 6th graders have made contact with strangers via internet.

~ Be aware of their behavior, secretiveness, turning off or minimizing screens quickly when you enter the room, receiving letter/gifts/pictures from new “friends” (unknown to you).

~ Many children, without their parent’s knowledge) have a personal profile (ie: MySpace, Facebook, etc) 

~ Cell phones have access to chats, internet, and can take (unapproved) pictures. 
~ Text messages, pictures, etc. can be forwarded to anyone &/or can be used to create unapproved & false MySpace type profiles about your child (this is called Cyber Bullying)!!

~ Mr. Shuppe reports that 2 cameras and 3-5 cell phones are confiscated each week at CSMS. ~ A mom at the meeting reported that her child was/is being Cyber-bullied!  The school said that they can’t do anything because there’s no way to “prove” that it was created on campus or during school hours. If it was created off campus, it’s out of their hands. Law enforcement said they can’t do anything, except take reports, until something “happens.”  Making police reports are an important step to help create a paper trail (or a “case”) for future use by police or for court (if it comes to that).  
~ Colleges and employers are now doing internet searches for personal postings/profiles, like MySpace, blogs, etc. Kids need to know now, that what they put out there is forever, and is a reflection of who they are!  If they have wild/inappropriate pictures, they won’t look respectable or give off a good impression. What they/we project for others to see/hear creates our reputations, whether positive or negative.
~ Internet gambling:  Fun “games” (even Neopets) can, over time, create numbness to   gambling.  It lures/grooms kids slowly and in a fun, exciting manner, so they think it’s “No big deal”, and they become used to it. Later in life, they could be in danger of becoming addicted to gambling.

From a Pedophile:  It’s easy to make connections with a child if no one is spending time with the child, listening about their day, caring about what happened to them at school/home, etc. they’re more open to talking to someone/anyone online. I pretend to be their best friend and they tell me everything about themselves (likes, dislikes, favorites, etc). They trust quickly and eventually the online relationship becomes more.
~ Pedophiles are everywhere (they even have “clubs”). They portray themselves as anyone (girl/boy, any age) they want to be. They create MySpace pages, websites, etc. under false identities. They know how easy it is to prey on your child. Some aren’t picky (boys/girls, any age, etc.)  They look for the vulnerable (low self-esteem, lonely, bored, etc.) and since all kids (in general) need and want praise, recognition, compliments, etc. it’s easy for Pedophiles to get close to and become “friends” with your child.  Kids trust more quickly when online, and can/will call someone a “friend” after only one chat/game, etc.

We will try to post the handouts from the EDC Sheriff’s Dept. presentation on internet safety, on the Parents Club website: www.orgsites.com/ca/csmsparentsclub
Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm.

Reminders:

Box tops for Education/Campbell’s Labels (Romaine Haux):  Please keep sending in Box Tops and Campbell’s labels.  The money received goes directly back to the school for our kids.

Check out the Camerado website at www.buckeyeusd.org/camerado/camerado.html  There are links to learning How to Talk to Teens, and you can check out “Counselor’s Corner” also.
NEXT MONTH’S PARENTS CLUB MEETING:  Monday, January 26th at 6:30pm in the Camerado school library.  Topic/Speaker:  








Minutes prepared by Tami White, Secretary – CSMS Parents Club 2008-2009.
Please allow emails from: tami.white@live.com &/or tami@familyconnected.org, or advise me if you wish to be removed from the list. Thank you!
