Paddling News
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posted 7/16/07
Hats off (presuming that you’re wearing sunscreen) to Doug, who made first contact with 59 people at ES on Saturday, and Meade, who made first contact with 49 at ES on Sunday, as well as to Jerry, who by strategic positioning and fast paddling made first contact with over 50 people each day he paddled this weekend. Although this is not a competition, we do appreciate the efforts that all make in both quantity and quality of contacts on the water. 

In all, we met with 324 people at CR and 246 at ES. Although we only log the first contact with paddlers, don’t let this discourage you from talking to those who have already been contacted. Paddlers are often more relaxed after the first contact (overcoming the “we’re going to get cited by the kayak police” anxiety response) and, having digested what they have been told, and having seen more of what our waters have to offer, are usually quite receptive to a second visit. 

Numerous disturbances were prevented or observed, particularly at ES on Saturday, where two large groups, followed by a family of five, made two separate incursions into protected tidal creeks, one group following the other. The groups, one of which was Venture Quest, went into the creek by the Wildlife Observation Area, and the other just past Seal Bend. This incursion was notably disruptive, as only three seals were observed on the banks just after they went through, while 25 were counted after the groups were gone. 

Rubis Creek is the only tidal creek on the left, prior to those across from Kirby Park, that is open to paddlers. The best location guide for visitors looking for the western/closest entrance to Rubis is the third and last fence at the Moonglow Dairy, although some simply see the dairy over the mudflats at Seal Bend and think that they are there, and thus want to enter the one just past Seal Bend. That last dairy fence points directly towards the creek entrance. It helps to carry the laminated maps so that paddlers can see where they are relative to both their starting location and the creek. 

Bob and Sharon met a representative from the Vierra family on the beach which we are allowed to use by the bridge, and reported that she seemed quite perturbed by the large group from Venture Quest. She indicated that the only "legal" landing spot was to the mean high-tide point, basically below the small berm. Bob and Sharon made a point of collecting trash before leaving the beach, and suggested that if we do this each time we stop there it may make for a better relationship with the land owner. We don’t want to lose this valuable landing area like we did the one on Rubis Creek due to misuse. 

The staff met with Lisa this week and, among other items, Lisa raised the issue of incomplete data sheets. Lisa is concerned that we sometimes circle SD (saw disturbance), but then fail to indicate if there was a head raise (HR), flee without diving (F W/OD), flee with dive (F W/D) or a flush from the beach (FL), or to include the number of animals affected, the location, or a note in the comment section as to what happened. All of this data is critical for generating reports to NOAA. Lisa is going to write a short guide to completing the data sheets that will be added to the data booklets. 

(Please note that circling PD [pre-disturbance or prevent disturbance] does NOT require any further information; in fact, including additional information may cause confusion as to whether or not a disturbance was seen or prevented) 

Other items discussed included: 

· Washing gear: unless muddy, sandy, or salt encrusted, gear does not need to be washed except after the Sunday paddle, except for wet suits and paddle jackets, which should be washed after each use. 

· Hatches: if you use the boat hatch on your kayak, please clean it and leave it open to dry. 

· Life vests: Lisa has ordered additional XL jackets. 

· Boat storage: to facilitate moving the boats to and from the racks, and to prevent damage to the hatches, we will try storing all boats upright. No need to flip them over. 

· Data Sheets: Team leaders will review them with volunteers to make sure that they are completed correctly. 

Many volunteers and staff have complained about the lack of signs alerting paddlers to off-limit or sensitive areas. The staff raised the issue of signage again with Lisa who has been working this issue for several years, but unfortunately, as she reported, there is still reluctance on the part of the controlling agencies to post new signage. 

Unfortunately, the bad news for this week’s mammal/bird observations is that there were no reports of the Horned Puffins at CR (rumors of a local die-off could not be confirmed; however, please see the eBird and SFGate websites for more information) or the White Pelican at ES, and the jellies were less plentiful. Numerous dead cormorants were observed caught in the kelp beds and a dead sea lion, possibly the result of a propeller encounter, was observed by Megan, Jerry, and Ron off the breakwater on Sunday. Dead otters were also reported to TeamOCEAN by MBK staff at both locations but were neither observed nor confirmed by other sources. 

Lauren also let her team know that there has been a significant die off of the puffins and cormorants reported this year. Domoic acid is likely the main culprit of these high mortality rates, Lauren explained, noting that domoic acid is produced by the phytoplankton diatom Pseudo nitzschia. Domoic acid events occur naturally when an over-abundant phytoplankton bloom featuring this particular diatom species happens, although the causes of these blooms are largely unknown. 

Still, recent studies suggest that increased amounts of urea in the marine environment may be a factor. In recent years, approximately 60% of agricultural producers have switched from nitrogen-based to urea-based fertilizers. Early studies have shown a possible correlation between Pseudo nitzschia and its affinity for urea. 

Consequently, since diatoms are a favored food source for krill, a crustacean zooplankton found in heavy concentrations in Monterey Bay, krill may be acting as a vector to organisms higher in the food chain. The domoic acid produced by these diatoms causes neurological impairment and high rates of mortality in birds and other sea life, which can also include marine mammals. Although phytoplankton blooms are natural, researchers are concerned about the increasing number of these events and the likelihood of indirect human involvement. 

Lori’s presentation on cetaceans last Tuesday was fantastic, and very much appreciated by the nearly dozen who attended. Her slides and background knowledge on local sightings and behaviors made it especially informative. Our next Enrichment is scheduled for 7-8:30 on August 15th, and will be a presentation on the Davidson Seamount by Erica Burton. Lori reported that the owners of the boat on which she serves as a guide, Monterey Bay Whale Watch have offered to allow both TeamOCEAN and Bay Net members to enjoy their tours for free, as they also allow MBA and Pt. Lobos volunteers. 

You can learn more about these tours at the web site (www.gowhales.com), but only a limited number of complimentary seats are available each day, although any guest that you wish to bring can receive a discount. While you cannot reserve a complimentary tour online, you can call to reserve a space at (831) 372-0599 or (831) 375-4658, or arrange for passage in person at the dock prior to the boat’s departure, if space is still available. 

Please note that there are several days in the next few weekends where only one or two volunteers are scheduled. Our goal is to have at least four scheduled for each location. If you are new to the program this year, and haven’t gotten your 3 paddles in yet for the month of July, now is the time to step up. We’re relying on all of you to review the schedule and help out when it is needed. 

A series of messages asking for help for each shortfall is ineffective and just results in clogged email boxes. Remember, if you want to receive our Paddling News update notices and other information generated from the TeamOCEAN Volunteer Website, please send Jerry an email from the email feature at the bottom of this page after checking the "Check here to add yourself to our email list" box. 

