Paddling News 
by Ron Eby 
Contributions by Lori, Lauren, Robert & Jerry 
posted 6/4/07
Another fun weekend on the water, but not nearly as busy as last weekend without the Memorial Day crowds. We did see 199 visitors at Cannery Row, and 100 at Elkhorn Slough, including some large groups, but only 60 people were seen on Friday between both sites. Sadly for the wildlife, we had an instance of a commercial sightseeing boat getting too close and harassing some sea lions at Monterey's Wharf #2, and some kayaks causing a flush from Seal Bend at Elkhorn. 

Still, Saturday was a fascinating day at Elkhorn with two abnormal shows put on by two separate mammals in an area beyond Seal Bend. The first was a baby Harbor Seal whose mom was apparently gone out for feeding. The baby was crying and going from kayak to kayak looking for its mother. It was not trying to get on the kayaks, but was very persistent in checking each and every one out for over a half an hour, until we could get all the kayaks far enough away. Each time a new kayak came through the area the baby seal had to check it out. The seal was gone later in the day. 

The second incident was more worrisome. It was a female otter with bite marks on its nose, indicative of mating, that was grabbing on to kayaks, and appeared to be attempting to board them. It too was very persistent and was not at all dissuaded by banging on the kayaks. It didn’t actually board any, but held on to several by the rudder mechanism. (Don’t tell Lisa, but I actually broke a paddle hitting my kayak trying to make a loud enough noise to scare it off! (Jerry's note: better the paddle than the kayak!) I had to paddle back using a half paddle and paddling like you do a canoe.) The otter had also been reported by other paddlers to MBK, and we discussed reporting it to the Aquarium’s Sea Otter Research and Conservation (SORAC) program, but it was not present Sunday, so no action was taken. 

The Horned Puffin was seen again along Cannery Row between the rocks off Hopkins Marine Station and the kelp bed. The Horned Puffin can be easily identified from the somewhat similar Tufted Puffin because the Horned not only has a clown face, but also has a white breast which is easily identified from a distance. Jerry's note: I also saw an Ancient Murrelet off San Carlos Beach, which to my understanding is rather uncommon, as well as a Surf Scoter in eclipse plumage (says Robert), which is not (the Scoter, not the plumage). In addition, several moon jellies were spotted on Saturday in the waters from the jetty to the Plaza, but none were seen on Sunday. 

