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Unbelievable! Thousands of visitors to the Peninsula this weekend, but not many on the water, especially at Cannery Row. Could they actually think motorcycle racing at Laguna Seca or bull riding at the rodeo can compete with a day on the water? 

Fortunately, our volunteers and staff know better. Eighteen of us paddled this weekend and enjoyed the great weather, with the fog lifting early and the winds remaining moderate. There were two last-minute unavoidable cancellations, but thanks to their advance heads-up and help from Greta, who responded to our call to fill the schedule, as well as Doug and Chantal, who willingly changed locations, we had three people on all of our shifts at both locations. 

We greeted 159 at Cannery Row and 265 at Elkhorn this weekend. We can expect more interest in the Sanctuary from our visitors in the coming weekends, and still have many openings, especially on the 3rd and 4th of August. Our goal is to have four people scheduled for each location each day, so please help out if you can. 

While you are checking the July and August schedules (and picking your paddle dates), you will see that on August 26th we have included the R/V Fulmar cruises announced by Lisa last week. This is a wonderful opportunity to observe our Sanctuary from a unique platform with key naturalists. Since it’s a paddling day also, how do we have our cake and eat it too? Simple. We do both by running two shifts. 

Since the R/V Fulmar cruises leave at 8:15 and 12:45, we can have two shifts at Cannery Row, with the first running from 10-12:30 and the second running from 12:30 to 4. Please let me know by email if you want to ride the R/V Fulmar and also paddle, so that we can work out a schedule that enables us to take advantage of both. 

Bird sightings on the Slough this weekend included both Surf Scoters and Common Scoters (unless the latter were immature Surfs—they appear quite similar) as well as Caspian and Forster Terns, in addition to the usual line-up of Brown Pelicans, Western Gulls and Grebes, Double-Crested Cormorants, and the occasional Pigeon Guillemot. Among the shorebirds, a couple of Avocets were reportedly seen in the company of Avocet chicks before Seal Bend, while further up in the slough were the typical Long-billed Curlews, Marbled Godwits, Willets, Great and Snowy Egrets, and Blue Herons, with the occasional Barn Swallow darting low over the water. 

One authoritative kayaker also reported seeing a Belted Kingfisher, and there were small groups of either Dunlins or Dowitchers in a couple of locations around Rubis Creek and further up the slough on Friday and Saturday, as well as a small flock of unspecified Sandpipers. They’re hard to see from the water, but the Brandt Cormorant chicks on the breakwater at the Coast Guard pier in CR are nearly ready to fledge and you might want to suggest a stroll on the pier to people you meet on the water at Cannery Row. 

Greta and Doug observed a boat speeding through the Slough, and although they were able to get it to slow when near them, when it was off in the distance they again saw it speeding up. Jerry cautioned some jet skiers as they approached the raft of otters in Moss Landing Harbor and also saw the Elkhorn Slough Safari cause otters to flee its approach. Additionally, an otter attempt to board a kayak in Elkhorn was observed by Doug. 

At Cannery Row, we had our normal job of keeping paddlers clear of the otters in front of the Plaza Hotel, but it was the sea lions and harbor seals that failed to maintain proper distance. Seems they are just as curious about us as we are about them! 

One of the rewards of volunteering for TeamOCEAN is the opportunity to share with fellow volunteers. We have a varied and interesting group of volunteers and staff. For instance, this Sunday I paddled with John Jordan and Peter Ottersbach. John runs a fishing guide service and has promised to write us some information on fishing in the Sanctuary. Peter is a volunteer for the Marine Mammal Center and took John and me on a tour of the inner harbor, where we found a large sea lion with some cuts on his side and an otter that had been reported to the MMC for follow-up. 

John informed me that there is an MBK Fishing Tournament at their Monterey location on August 26th. First prize is an ocean kayak!--But before you think about entering, check out the San Francisco Chronicle article about a great white shark attack on a kayak fisherman off a San Mateo County beach (the fisherman was unscathed, but not so much the kayak). 

Also, did you know that giant squid up to seven feet long with 40,000 sharp teeth and traveling at speeds up to 25 MPH have invaded the Bay and are being pursued by recreational fishermen? Follow the link to check out this article on the front page of Monday’s edition of The Herald . 

Want to know more about the Marine Mammal Center, what marine mammals sound like, or even download their voices for a ring tone on your phone? Check out this link that Peter gave me for the Marine Mammal Center. 

We’ve added another section on our web site called “Staff and Volunteer Profiles.” Would you be willing to share a little about your background and interests? We have people like Dan Linehan, who has traveled to Antarctica, Meade Fischer, who is a long term kayaker (an original plank owner in TeamOCEAN when it started in 2001), has paddled all over the west coast of the US and Canada, and has written about those experiences in books and for magazines, and many others who volunteer or work at the Aquarium, Long Marine Lab, Elkhorn Slough, other kayaking and nature organizations, etc. We need your input to make this section work. 

What you do or have done may trigger an interest in others. We know we have a great group of volunteers with quite varied backgrounds and yet a common interest in protecting and preserving the Sanctuary. Take a look at the first few inputs in the “Staff and Volunteer Profiles” section and, if you like the idea, submit your own profile to Jerry or me, and help us enhance the cohesiveness of our organization. 

