Paddling News 
by Ron Eby 
Contributions by Lori, Lauren, Robert & Jerry 
posted 7/3/07
We've got a whale of a tale for you this week, but first a special thanks to those who responded to our call for help for this Sunday when we originally had only three people scheduled to paddle and were not going to be able to cover both locations. A special thanks to Robert, Lee, Chantal and Helen, who all volunteered at the last minute to help on Sunday. We went from three people to seven, just like that. 

As a result, we were able to meet 160 people on the water at ES alone on Sunday, and we were involved in a couple of major disturbances and a sea lion rescue attempt there as well. All in all, we interfaced with 211 at CR and 232 at ES, and had 19 volunteers and staff on the water this weekend. Way to go volunteers! 

We've met some interesting people lately, and I wanted to mention three in particular. The first was Al Smith of the Monterey Bay Salmon and Trout Project. He was very patient in explaining to Lauren and I what the pens do and what the MBSTP goals are. He recently sent me a document describing what they do, which I will arrange to post later. 

This weekend I met a professional photographer who not only took my picture but also took a lot of others showing Elkhorn Slough's wildlife and then posted these on his web site . Please check out the great pictures and the comment regarding TeamOCEAN that captions the first photo of Ron (photo #19); additional photos of Elkhorn Slough wildlife can be seen by selecting different pages on the website. 


Lauren, Sherm and I were showing off the nettle that I caught in my handy peanut butter jar aquarium when a fellow came by and asked us if we had seen the American Avocet. I told him yes, and that since he was in his own kayak suggested he paddle down through south Moss Landing Harbor past MLML and he could see more Avocets. He then introduced himself as Jeneid, and we learned he had had been birding for over 60 years, written several books on our local birds and other subjects, and has a web site you might like to visit at jeneidoutdoors.com. 

He also is an accomplished kayaker, as you can see from his web site. The great people we paddle with and meet is one of the exciting things for me of what we do. You wouldn't have believed the conversation he and Sherm had on Shakespeare, another area in which Jeneid (and apparently Sherm) is an expert. 

I also need to report some problems. On Friday, as Robert and Lyle returned to Moss Landing Harbor from a great but sometimes foggy day, they saw a woman moving towards the raft of otters. She flushed about 50 and they dove to get away from her. She paddled parallel to the beach with most of the raft swimming backwards trying to get away from her. Robert (in his best law enforcement voice) told her to get away from the otters and to come towards him, which she did not do. Once he got close to her and she saw he was with the Sanctuary she used the old "best defense is an offense" and started arguing with him. As she paddled away, one of the people she was with apologized for what had happened. 

It is unfortunate, as most of the people we meet are very well intentioned, and disturbances are usually just a lack of knowledge, but occasionally any one of us may run into this type of incident. You certainly can't take it personally, and can just hope that, despite the reaction, the offender learned a lesson and maybe won't repeat the mistake. 

On Sunday along Cannery Row, Jerry observed an MBK tour guide parked about 15 feet from a resting otter and giving his presentation to the other 5 people in the tour. Although he saw and acknowledged Jerry and Meghan, and was clearly aware of the otter, no effort was made to move away from it. Rather than confront the guide in the presence of the group, Jerry took no immediate action, but later talked to a member of MBK management, who indicated that the matter would be discussed with the tour guide, who is apparently a new hire this year. This was an appropriate way to handle a delicate situation while trying to maintain/enhance the relationships we have with the paddling businesses. 

Sunday at Moss Landing turned from great to awful even as we were cleaning and storing our gear. Robert noticed a commotion across the harbor and saw a group of kids from a white bus chasing seals off the beach. Not one to let a wrong go unnoticed, Robert tried to reach them from the east side of the harbor and then drove over to make sure they understood why what they were doing was hard on the seals. 

He no sooner finished talking to them than he noticed another group entering the water near the otter raft and scaring the otters. Simultaneously a group of 8 Kayak Connection paddlers were returning and paddled right through the raft despite Robert's warnings. I could hear Robert across the harbor, and went straight to Kayak Connection and told the new manager (Jason; Mike is now a full-time fireman) what had occurred. Jason invited me to talk to them or said he would. Since it was his paddlers and on his turf and because he had gone out of his way to express his appreciation for what we do and how much positive feedback he has received from his paddlers on us, I left the admonishing to him. 

Sunday we also noticed a small sea lion on the new floating dock by the bridge. Robert and I checked it out, and it wasn't acting right. It had also defecated on the dock and barely lifted its head to observe us. I checked with MBK and they had not reported it, so I called the MMRC. Turns out it had been reported Friday by Lori. The rescuers came and agreed the sea lion was not behaving normally, but since it was under the walkway, knew it would be difficult to capture. They made three valiant attempts, but the good news is that the sea lion was apparently healthy enough to move away. Each time, it got back on the dock almost immediately, another indication something was wrong. They will keep an eye on it, and capture it if that seems to be in the animal's best interest. 

I had the good fortune to attend the premier showing of "A Seal's Life--The Story of the Northern Elephant Seal" last Sunday at the Monterey Bay Aquarium. This film will be shown again July 29th and August 26th at 6:00 PM. I highly recommend it. 

One of the questions asked was about the genetic diversity of Elephant Seals. Drew Wharton informed the audience that the males are so genetically linked that it is impossible to distinguish the DNA from different males. It made me wonder about the genetic diversity in the Sea Otters. 

On Thursday, I attended a presentation by Steve Shimek, of the Otter Project, at Hopkins Marine Station that I had not been able to attend when he came to the Sanctuary conference room. The question regarding otter DNA diversity was raised, and surprisingly, it was reported that there is plenty of diversity in otter DNA, but it turns out there is little diversity in the section that controls immunity, and that may represent a genetic bottleneck. 

I also attended MBARI's Open House. It just gets better and better each year. The presentations were fantastic. You should put it on your must do list for next year (Jerry's note: unless you're already scheduled to paddle on Cannery Row; we still need volunteers there!). 

Just a little admin before I get on to the whale tail/tale. I opened another thread on the Kayak-ity-yak Message Board, titled "Ride Sharing." Many of you are quite a distance from our paddling sites, but relatively close to each other, and while some already car pool, others might benefit from knowing the options. If you are interested in car pooling, please post your particulars in the Message Board under the Ride Sharing thread, and maybe we can save a little gas and wear and tear on ourselves, our vehicles and the environment. 

We have significantly increased the size of our fleet, both through repairs and a new Sea Lion kayak that was donated. We also have some new stenciling on some boats. We now have five boats at CR and seven at ES. The Sea Lion is a nice addition for those of us that like touring kayaks. Someone pointed out to me that we had two left paddle halves at one location and two right paddle halves at the other. I've made the swap. Thanks for the tip. If there are other equipment needs, please let us know. We also found that one of the radios at ES was bad, so we now have only three radios there and no phone. 

Please check the latest schedule posted here on the web. You'll see we are now using the schedule to include relevant events like Lori's must-see Whale presentation at the Sanctuary conference room next Tuesday, the 10th. You will also see we have only two people scheduled for this Saturday at Cannery Row, and that we have other dates further on that need more volunteers. We are really making a difference out there, but more paddlers mean more interactions and a greater contribution to the Sanctuary. 

I've gone on a little too long to address birds, other than to say that, thanks to Sharon, we now have a cormorant egg in the locker at CR. Check it out. She found it floating on the water. 
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Cormorant Egg

And now the whale tail/tale. Doug and 3 or 4 unaffiliated kayakers observed a Humpback Whale spouting inside the jetty approach to the launch ramp in Monterey Harbor on Saturday around 2:30! Can you imagine their surprise and the thrill they must have had? Every week we see or hear something new, but that one is off the chart. Want to know how they knew it was a Humpback? What about bumps on the back, time of year, tail flukes and other clues? To hear more, you've just got to come to hear Lori's Cetacean presentation on July 10th from 7 to 8:30 at the Sanctuary Meeting Room! 

OK, one last plug--this is your web site. Let us know what you want to see here. If appropriate, use the message board, or if you have an on-the-water experience you want to share, let me know. If you have a picture, send it on. Like most things in life, it is what you make it. 

