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We’ve had weekends highlighted by nudibranchs, jellies, Horned Puffins, and other birds, but this past weekend has to have been the weekend of the mammals. At the top of the order are humans, of course (because we’re the ones who determine the order, after all), and at the top of them are our volunteers. We nearly met our daily goal of having 4 people scheduled for each shift this weekend, and ended up with 21 staff/volunteers paddle days this weekend, with only one shift having the two-person minimum. 

It‘s a good thing that our teams were fully staffed, as the mammalia tourista were here in force, with a grand total of 651 of this species greeted this weekend. The numbers were pretty evenly split between Elkhorn and Cannery Row, with almost half being seen on Saturday. A special paddler on Friday was Stan Wyman, a previous staff member extraordinaire and frequent surfer who had the misfortune of getting promoted at work, which limited his time for paddling. 

Our volunteers also noted that the paddlers they met this weekend seemed especially friendly and anxious to talk to us. There was a Fremont-based church group of 60 at Cannery Row on Saturday that were notably friendly and looking for guidance and information. MBK ran out of kayaks and had 97 boats on the water by noon. Adventures by the Sea were also very active. 


The new lettering Lisa is putting on our boats makes them more easily identified, and that, combined with our growing reputation for being friendly and informative, has led to an increase in groups that go out of their way to approach us, including some of those that are professionally guided. (Jerry’s note: If a guide invites me over to talk to the kayakers being guided, I count that as a reportable contact, unlike when simply encountering them on the water.) 

We are making a difference, but were nearly overwhelmed this weekend. Contributing to the overload was that on Saturday we left only one person (out of four on the water) guarding the otter nursery off the Plaza Hotel. We should have had two stationed there, given the number of groups that ended up coming through, so it was a lesson learned. Saturday was even harder at Elkhorn, where sickness reduced our numbers from three to two, and Jerry and Dean together met the challenge of greeting 162 paddlers. 

With the arrival of August we are now into starting the second half of our season, and our schedules are not nearly as populated as we need. Turnout has been great so far, but situations like Saturday’s Elkhorn experience should be avoided. Some of our frequent volunteers like Bob and Sharon are now going on vacation, so we need others to fill in. Please review the August schedule and email me at ronaldeby@peoplepc.com with the dates/locations you can paddle. Saturday’s are our busiest days, so please make them your first priority if you can. We have enough boats and equipment, now we need your help. That’s my call for help, and I trust you will, so back to the other mammals. 

Biggest of the mammals are the whales, and Lori has been telling me for weeks that the humpbacks have been feeding close to shore, especially at Moss Landing. How close? Well, check out this photo that Robert took from shore on this foggy Friday before paddling at Elkhorn! 

[image: image1.jpg]



Don’t you wish you had volunteered that day? 

Whales haven’t been seen by paddlers at Cannery Row since June 30th when Doug saw a humpback whale spouting inside the jetty approach to the launch ramp in Monterey Harbor, but we have seen dolphins. We didn’t see any ourselves this weekend, but on Saturday, Jan from Adventures by the Sea, brought her excited tour group of six over to me to tell me they had a pod of dolphins playing under their kayaks just off Hopkins. The look of excitement on her and her guest’s faces was almost as good as seeing the dolphins in person. 

Our local pinnipeds also made their presence especially interesting this weekend. Harbor seals seem to have developed a special interest in kayakers at both sites, but especially at Elkhorn. There was a seal following almost every kayak as it came down the Slough in the mornings. Was it the incoming tide that brought them out or some other catalyst? We don’t know, but there was a clear change in their behavior, noted not only by our staff over the weekend, but by the MBK staff and visitors as well. 

While, mammals were the stars this weekend, the birds should not be left out. Red-Necked Phalaropes are becoming more numerous along Cannery Row and have been seen the last two weekends at Elkhorn Slough (most likely the small birds that I didn’t readily recognize in flight last week and misidentified as possible sandpipers; I also confirmed that the other shorebirds that I observed last week were Dowitchers rather than Dunlins--Jerry). 

A flock of 19 White Pelicans was also seen at Elkhorn, and a Black-Bellied Plover was noted on the mud flats by the western entrance to Rubis Creek. Black Turnstones were seen on the rocks by the Coast Guard jetty, and several Common Murres were seen at Cannery Row also. Here’s a picture of gull chicks taken by Robert at Elkhorn and one of the Cormorant chicks at the jetty. 
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Cormorant Chicks
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Gull Chicks


