WSLN Jargon Glossary
AWC (Aging WSLN Caucus): Informal and voluntary group of people who are in their 60 plus years and want to share/compare experience, wisdom, sympathy, and laughs.  (Formally Aging Women’s Caucus -- name changed to be inclusive of men).

Breakfast/Lunch Club: Informal meetings during breakfast or lunch to discuss specific issues/topics.  Examples are: to discuss issues not on the agenda, to follow up on discussion from a session at WSLN, etc.

Content Recorder: An opportunity to take objective notes and share them with the total group.  A content recorder is selected at the beginning of each session and the person’s task is to simply take notes on the session.  The notes should include major points of the discussion, recommendations made, and areas for further discussion.  Notes can be shared at the end of the session and then handed to one of the WSLN committee members to be copied and handed out to all participants attending WSLN.

Process Observer: An opportunity to observe objectively and share with the group how the process of a session has gone.  A process observer is selected at the beginning of the session.  The process observer DOES NOT participate during the session.  After the session, the observations are briefly shared and no names are mentioned.  This process gives the group an opportunity to “sit back” and look at themselves and how they relate through the eyes of an objective observer.  

Facilitator:  A person who leads a discussion and encourages participation of all group members.  A session usually begins with the facilitator presenting ideas or information to set the framework for the session and then encourages active participation.  A facilitator IS NOT in the role of a lecturer or a “sage on the stage”.  A facilitator helps individuals and the group clarify issues, concerns, and goals; establishes open two-way communication where all participants can freely and safely express opinions, raise questions, and participate in discussion affecting the group; ensure opportunities for all participants to share in discussions; check out participants’ understanding of the information; models respect of individual feelings and differing opinions; mediates conflicts and prevents judging and attacking; and encourages and respects the development of leaders from within the group.  A facilitator does not need to have all the answers.  The most important role of the facilitator is to elicit ideas and suggestions from the group and to respect group process and direction.  
R&R Activities (Recreation & Relaxation): Traditionally this has been a time for the hosting state to “show off” traditional activities in their areas and an opportunity to gain another glimpse into the local culture, thus allowing a broader understanding of our western colleagues.  It is a time to network, rest, shop, stroll, hike, swim, golf, be outdoors, and get in tune with others.

Watch:  The tradition of “WATCH” began as a time for the host committee members and future host committee members to reflect on the day’s events, successes, and problems and to make any appropriate changes in the plans for the next day.  Because of the nature of this leadership networking opportunity, there is a standing open invitation to all participants to sit in and observe the “WATCH”.  Attendance is strictly voluntary.

State of the State Presentations: Time for each state to share successes and challenges and any special news related to early childhood care and education from their state.  This can be strictly affiliated related or a mix of affiliate, political, and professional development, or whatever your state wants to share.  Each state is limited to 5 minutes so time is available for all 13 states to present.  

Gift Fairies: Each evening the hosting state delivers to the rooms of each participant a gift that represents different parts of their state.  The gifts are simple, sometimes home-made, but reflective of the culture and traditions of the host state.  

Skits: Each state puts together a skit, which is performed in front of the entire group of participants.  Traditionally the skits are presented on the last night of WSLN.  There is a prop box available offering a variety of items to be used in the skits.   
