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YORBA LINDA-PLACENTIA TOASTMASTERS CLUB INSTALLS OFFICERS TO LEAD ITS 45TH YEAR OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY
Geri DeMasi Takes Center Stage as Club President
YORBA LINDA, Calif – July 14, 2010 - On Tuesday, July 6, the Yorba Linda-Placentia Toastmasters Club installed their 2010-2011 club officers.  Geri DeMasi of Yorba Linda was installed as president. He will be assisted by a board of six officers.  The officers include LaVerne Leonard as Vice President Education, Hassan Hedayati as Vice President Membership, Kelly Teenor as Vice President Public Relations, Manjit Sadhal as Secretary, Prem Shah as Treasurer, and Wayne Hsu as Sergeant at Arms.  
   The installation ceremony was conducted by Area Governor Mary Aboud.  She encouraged the officers to use their term of service as an opportunity to further develop their communication and leadership skills.  The officers serve from July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011.
   Geri DeMasi, a Toastmaster for 19 years, works as Budget Manager for the City of Cerritos.  He joined Toastmasters to enhance his public speaking abilities and to improve his leadership skills.  Today, he attributes his personal growth and professional success to the speaking and organizational skills he honed through Toastmasters.  Geri stated “I look forward to leading the club as it enters its 45th year of service to the community.  With the talents of my experienced officer team, we will focus on helping each member achieve their individual speaking and leadership goals.” 
- more -

   The Toastmasters program focuses on improving speaking and leadership skills.  This self-pace program teaches techniques for effective public speaking delivery, controlling nerves, organizing material, and fielding questions and answers.  Members build confidence through hands-on experience and practice. 

   Open to the public, the Yorba Linda – Placentia Toastmasters Club encourages all members to assist each other by providing valuable feedback in a fun, friendly and supportive environment.  Guests are welcome to attend the meetings which are held on the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the Thengvall House, 5312 Richfield Road, Yorba Linda (just south of Yorba Linda Boulevard). For more information visit www.ylpspeaks.org
###
Background

Yorba Linda – Placentia Toastmasters Club: Since the inception of the local Yorba Linda-Placentia Toastmasters Club in 1966, many residents of the Yorba Linda, Placentia, Brea, and Anaheim Hills area have used the program to continuously improve their oral, written, listening, and leadership skills.  

Toastmasters International: The first meeting of what is now Toastmasters International was conducted in a Santa Ana YMCA building on October 22, 1924, by a small group of people led by Dr. Ralph C. Smedley.  Since its humble origins, Toastmasters International has empowered more than 4 million people to achieve their full potential and realize their dreams.  While communication isn't optional for anyone and leadership isn't always natural, Toastmasters shows that both can be “learned by doing” through its emphasis on speeches and evaluations.  The organization now stands as a worldwide leader in communication and leadership training, with a diverse international membership of 252,000 people. More information is offered at www.toastmasters.org
- more -
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Caption:

Yorba Linda – Placentia Toastmasters club officers installed to lead its 45th year of service to the community.

Front row left to right: Prem Shah, Wayne Hsu

Back row left to right: Hassan Hedayati, Kelly Teenor, LaVerne Leonard, Geri DeMasi, Manjit Sadhal
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