New England Arabian Trail Organization

Guidelines and Policies for an Open Pleasure Ride
All Open Rides will be affiliated with New England Horse and Trail.  (NEHT)

The length of the trail marked must be a minimum of five (5) miles and is limited to a maximum of twenty (20) miles.  NO horse or rider can receive credit for more miles then is advertised and posted.

All rides must be of a marked course unless a mapped course is sufficient (ex: Bluff Point State Park in Groton, CT)

Refund Policy  -  Rider must contact the Ride Manager seven (7) days prior to the ride notifying the Manager they will not be attending in order to have their pre-entry check returned to them.  Refunds will be given after the cut-off date in the event of a medical emergency provided that Event management is notified prior to the start of the ride.  No refunds will be made after the cut-off date for non-medical reasons.  Refunds will be given if the event is canceled for any reason or their pre-entry fee can be used towards the next scheduled event.

Pre-entry forms must be accompanied with a check for the appropriate amount in order to qualify as a pre-entry.  If no check is received prior to the ride, the rider will be required to pay the post-entry fee the day of the event.  Pre-entries should also include a copy of the rabies certificate and Coggins for that particular horse unless the certificates are already on file with the club.

A Ride Manager can grant a rider special permission to ride out prior to the scheduled time.  This should only be done in extreme cases and not on a regular basis for that particular rider nor should groups of riders be granted such permission.  The rider will be required to pay the proper fee.

It is strongly encouraged that all riders wear proper footwear and a safety helmet.
Responsibilities of the Ride Manager

-Must contact and receive permission from all landowners whose land the riders will be crossing through.

-Act as the contact person and handle all correspondence with attendants

-Make sure that the proper permits and fees have been secured and paid.

-Must mark the trail route unless a map is sufficient (see above)

-Organize volunteers and assign tasks for each.

-Confirm all equines at the ride have a current Coggins and rabies certificate.

-Have all riders sign the liability release form at the bottom of the entry form.  

-Provide a morning snack for all riders and a hearty lunch of management’s choice in the afternoon. 

-Must turnover all expense receipts and funds received to the treasurer within one week of the event.

-Mail in the NEHT form within seven (7) days of the date of the ride.

Responsibilities of the Rider:

-Either pre-enter the ride or contact the ride Manager of your intent to attend.  This allows them to properly assess how much food they will need to purchase.   Pre-entry is strongly encouraged and this is the only way you will be guaranteed a meal.

-All pre-entries must have the liability policy signed (can be done prior to ride out the day of the ride) and must be accompanied by a check or money order in order to be qualified as a pre-entry.  If no check is included with the form, you will be required to pay the post-entry fee.  See refund policy above.

-Know the route you will be taking from your starting location (home or barn) to the ride location.  General directions to all rides are posted on the club website: www.orgsites.com/ct/neato.  NEATO Ride Managers are not responsible for notifying you of obstructions you may encounter while traveling.  EX:  Road Construction, accidents, etc.  

-Always provide proof of current Coggins and Rabies at each ride.

-Arrive promptly at the designated time and be on the trail before the posted last ride out time.  This allows the manager to have all riders back within a reasonable time so that volunteers can prepare lunch accordingly and verify if there are any lost riders that need assistance.  

-Stay on the marked course at all times.  IF you become lost return to the place you last saw a marker.  This will allow ride volunteers to find you easier if need be.

-Always ask permission to pass slower moving horses and always do so at a WALK!  NEVER pass a Junior rider at a gait faster then the walk.  Preferably, allow them to get to the side of the trail and stop.  It is extremely dangerous to pass a Junior rider at a trot or canter no matter how experienced that rider is or reliable the horse!  

-Provide food and water for your horse.  Water is not always available at ride locations.  Also provide any water and other necessities you will need for the care of your horse prior to and following the ride.

-Leave the parking area clean, remove all trash, manure and hay and bring it home with you.  What you bring in, you must take out unless suitable disposal areas are provided at the ride location.

-It is recommended that all pets be left safely at home.  If you do bring a pet to a ride it will be required to be on a leash at all times and under adult supervision.  

-If you are a NEATO member and participate in the YEA Programs, it is your responsibility to have the Ride Manager, or suitable volunteer, sign your Ride Forms.

