Hello NEATO Members,
 
The Ride Season is well underway. We have had some nice spring days for rides (and some not so nice).
 
We had a nice turnout for the Annual Banquet at the Colonial Inn in Massachusetts on February 27th . Jen and Faith worked very hard putting this event together again this year. Thank you Ladies!!  Fred took lots of  pictures and submitted a nice article to the Equine Journal and Pedlar about the banquet as well as listing our rides planned for 2010.
 
We have a new member of the NEATO Board of Directors, Tammy Lamphere from RI. Jeanna Pellino stepped down as President and the BOD this year. Thank you Jeanna, for all your help these past years. It has been greatly appreciated.  
The results of the election are:
 
Roxanne Winlsow – President
Jennifer Coffey - Vice President
Fred Mastele – Secretary
Cheryl Mastele – Treasurer
Faith Brouillard – BOD
Jeff Gardner – BOD
Tammy Lamphere – BOD
  
We had a meeting in March at Jeff Gardner’s house. It primarily involved going over the events scheduled for the upcoming year.
 
The Spring Fling Ride at the White Memorial Conservation Center held in Litchfield, Ct on 4/11 was a success with 14 riders. Fred and Cheryl managed the Pleasure Ride. The weather was a perfect sunny day and the trails were impeccably groomed and the scenery was beautiful. There were large, wide, high railing bridges that crossed streams with processed gravel roads and pine forest trails. Lunch was served at the picnic tables on the green.
 
The NEATO Escoheag 50/30 Endurance ride & AHA Region 16 Championship will be held at the Le Grandes Horseman’s Area on Saturday, May 22nd.
 
This type of event requires MANY volunteers. 
We are especially in need of someone to help with the cooking and setting up the meals.
Jen said she would purchase the food and dry goods, we will supply grills and hot plates and the generator.  We need someone to “man” the grill for chicken, hamburg and hot dogs on Friday night at about 5:30 pm and on Saturday we need someone to help feed the volunteers, vets and scribes their lunch and we were planning to serve meat ball grinders and slada dishes and snacks during the awards at about 4:30 pm.
 
If any of our members, or friends and family of members, can help us cook on one or both days…Please contact me at RoxanneLWinslow@sbcglobal.net  or by phone @ 860-460-0851.
 
Other volunteers needed are:   pulse takers (we can use hand helds if that is easier)
                                                Out timers
                                                Greet & Meet incoming trailers on Friday 
 
If you plan to ride, can you bring someone to help out during the day.
(All the holds are at base camp) All volunteers get to eat for free.
 
This endurance ride is only a few weeks away, let me know soon if you can help in some way.
 
 
We also looking forward to our June Pleasure Ride @ Nachaug State Forest in Eastford, CT.  This ride is being run by Jen Coffey. There will be 15 miles of marked trails for all to enjoy and of course lunch after.
 
The Beach Pleasure Ride in Groton, Ct will be a 10 miler ride on Sunday, July 25th and will be run by Sylvie Napoli.
 
Jeff Gardner is going to have a busy August. He is planning a Weekend Ride at his place in Corinth, Vt on the weekend of July 31st  .
He is also putting on his Ride Manager’s hat for the 25 mile Competitive Trail Ride planned for August 15th  at Escoheag, RI.
 
 
Other rides planned for 2010 include:
        8/22            Summer Sizzle Ride in Robinson SF, Ma
        9/11            Conkaponsett SF, Ct
        10/16          Trick or Treat Ride, Marlborough, Ct
        11/7            Turkey Trot, Nachaug
 
Keep a close eye on the NEATO website for any updates or changes :
http://www.orgsites.com/ct/neato/ 
 
Be sure all your horses and any family member rider combination has been nominated for 2010 to be assured you will get your mileages and awards.
Please send your ride log sheets, both competitive and Pleasure to Jen Coffey and Faith Brouillard, respectively. If you have any questions filling out the forms, Jen and Faith will be glad to help you.
 

We are also looking for someone to write newsletters periodically. Fred Mastele (NEATO Secretary) or I will be glad to give meeting information to post to the membership.
 
Our next NEATO meeting is planned to be held on Tuesday, May 11th   at my house, Roxanne Winslow on 338 Westchester Rd., Colchester, Ct. 06415. If you need help with directions feel free to call me @ 860-460-0851.
This upcoming meeting will be primarily focused on the endurance ride, but general business will be discussed as well. 
 
Everyone is invited!!  ;o)  
 
Happy Trails,
Roxanne Winslow
NEATO President
