Hello NEATO Members,
 
Our summer is quickly passing by! Labor Day is only in a few weeks! We have been very lucky with the weather for our ride weekends this year…
 
Sylvie did a great job running the Beach Pleasure Ride in Groton, Ct on Sunday, July 25th . The weather was perfect for spending the day near the ocean.
 
Jeff and Mary Ann Gardner have had a very busy August so far. They ran a successful Weekend Ride at their place in Corinth, Vt on the weekend of August 7th  and 8th. We left Ct, which was a steamy 90+ degrees, to enjoy the cool dry Canadian air that sank into northern Vermont for the entire weekend. Sunny 70 degree days to ride our horses while absorbing the spectacular mountain views and crisp and cool nights, with a steak barbeque on Saturday evening and a gigantic bonfire to cozy up to on a star lit night. How more perfect a weekend to relax in Vermont with our NEATO and VERDA friends and horses.
 
Jeff then made the mad dash for his Ride Manager’s hat for the 25 mile Competitive Trail Ride on August 15th at Escoheag, RI. That also was a huge success…and fortunately, Mother Nature was kind last weekend as well. We had a good turnout of horse and riders, 34 total, for both the 25 mile CTR and the CDR (which is the newly offered Conditioning Ride of 12.5 miles). GREAT Job Jeff!!
 
I also want to thank all the volunteers that pitched in…we would not be able to put on these rides without all your help!  ;o)
 
Don’t forget the Summer Sizzle Ride near Agawam, Ma this coming weekend on August 22nd.  Pam Desimone is taking registrations for this Pleasure ride. She is offering both 10 and 15 miles in the Robinson State Park which includes single track trails over 800 acres with five miles of frontage along the Westfield River.
Check the NEATO website for details.    http://www.orgsites.com/ct/neato/  
 
 Other rides still planned for 2010 include:
          
        9/11            Cockaponsett SF (Weber Woods), Ct
        10/23 &24  Trick or Treat Ride ( 4-H grounds) Marlborough, Ct
        11/7            Turkey Trot, Nachaug SF
 
 
Our next NEATO meeting is to be held on Tuesday, Sept 14th , 7:00pm, at my house, Roxanne Winslow, on 338 Westchester Rd., Colchester, Ct. 06415. If you need help with directions feel free to call me @ 860-460-0851.
 
This upcoming meeting will be primarily focused on the rides planned for the rest of the year and banquet plans for yearend awards and recognitions. 
We need to talk about ordering more NEATO road signs and another banner to display at our banquet and future rides. Unfortunately, at the last two rides, we had three NEATO road signs stolen.  
Other general club business will be discussed as well. 
 
All members are invited to the meeting!!  ;o)  Please Come. Bring some fresh ideas for next year’s rides and activities.
 
Happy Trails,
 
Roxanne                                            
NEATO President  
