







       29 Dec 2010

Happy Holidays NEATO Members,
 
Hopefully everyone had a Merry Christmas, in spite of the snow storm that literally blew through on Sunday and Monday. It definitely put a halt on post-Christmas riding plans for a few days! Just think…now the days are starting to get longer.   ;o)
Faith's famous Turkey Dinner at the Turkey Trot on Sunday, November 7th in Natchaug was a complete success. There were 47 riders and 11 extra people for dinner. The weather held out, though a little bit chilly….but great riding weather. It was quite comfortable under the cover of the indoor arena at Twisted Tree Farm where Faith served the turkey dinner and many yummy desserts. No one went away hungry. The tack sale offered some really nice (pre-owned) saddles and other horse related accessories and tack.
The ECTRA (Eastern Competitive Trail Riding Association)  Annual meeting and Banquet is going to be held for the first time at the Holiday Inn in New London, Ct on February 11-13, 2011. You do not need to be a member of ECTRA to join in the festivities and functions. If anyone from NEATO is interested in learning more about long distant riding (whether you are interested in distance competition or pleasure trail riding) or just plain socializing with other trail riders from all of New England, New York, New Jersey, Virginia and more. There will be vendors for new and used tack, seminars, the annual meeting to sit in on, the awards banquet on Saturday night and we, NEATO, will have a booth set up to promote our trail riding club. If anyone would like to help out at the booth please contact me for details at roxannelwinslow@sbcglobal.net , or my cell (860-460-0851). You wouldn’t have to do anything special…just talk to people and let them know what a great club we have….and have a good time.  ;o) 
Check out the ECTRA newsletter for the registration form and tentative schedule. Click on this link: http://www.ectra.org/Newsletter/December_2010_ECTRA.pdf  
(For those of you that don’t have the ability to view a pdf format I will copy and paste the tentative schedule and registration form and attach it to this email.)
 Don’t forget… it is time to send in for your 2011 membership for yourself and your horse(s) nominations. Also your mileage forms for 2010 competition miles (to Jen Coffey) and 2010 pleasure miles and recreation hours (to Faith Brouillard) need to be submitted. You need to send in your rider/horse nomination forms before starting your new year’s miles and hours. NEATO’s new year starts Dec 1st . 
Any perpetual trophies need to be returned to Faith so she can get the 2010 names engraved in time for the banquet. Contact her at twistedtreefarm@directv.net to make arrangements.
Membership forms, horse/rider nomination forms, ride registrations and directions to rides can all be found on our website: 

http://www.orgsites.com/ct/neato/
Our last meeting that was held at Faith’s house and was changed to Wednesday, Nov 13th to accommodate the attendance of the BOD. 
At that meeting, more plans for the 2011 events were drafted.
The NEATO Annual Awards Banquet is scheduled for March 5, 2011 at the Colonial Inn in Webster, Mass. Keep an eye out for the registration form that will be sent to you in the mail. If your mailing address has changed, please contact Edna Liberty at elliberty@sbcglobal.net to update her mailing list.
Please email any photos to Fred Mastele that you might have from any of the NEATO rides so we can show them at the Banquet….even photos of NEATO members at other rides, like a NEHT ride or maybe a long distance competition somewhere. Just be sure to let Fred know where the photo was taken and who is in the photo (sometimes it is hard to recognize our friends under the helmets and such.) Fred’s email address is: mastele61@atc-enviro.com
Right now, the tentative dates for selected or proposed rides for 2011 are as listed below:
· April 10- Natchaug Pancake Ride @Twisted Tree Farm (Faith B)
· May 15- Whites Foundation in Litchfield, CT (Fred & Cheryl M)
· May 28 -30 - Memorial Day Campout in Natchaug SF (Linda Gluck)
· June 5 - Alzheimer Found. Fund Raiser @ Escoheag, RI (Jen C)
· June ?? (date TBD) Pachaug Pleasure Ride (Sylvie Napoli)
· July 10 - Bluff Point, Groton, Ct (Edna Liberty)
· August 7 or 14 - CTR at Escoheag, RI (Jeff Gardner)
· date TBD - Pleasure ride in Corinth, Vt (Jeff Gardner)
· Aug 21 or 28 - Robinson Ride in Mass (Pam DeSimone)
· Sept 10 & 11 – Endurance Ride, Escoheag, RI (Roxanne Winslow)
· Oct 16 - Trick or Treat Ride in Marlborough, Ct (Roxanne W)
· Nov 6 - Natchaug Turkey Trot @Twisted Tree Farm (Faith B)
Our next meeting is at Jen Coffey’s house on 189 Black Hill Rd, Plainfield, Ct. on Tuesday, Jan 11th @ 7:00pm.  If you need detailed directions email her @ sisufarmarabians@yahoo.com . 
If anyone west of or near Colchester, Ct wants to hitch a ride with me to the meeting, feel free to call me at 860-460-0851 or to email me at roxannelwinslow@sbcglobal.net .  I will be leaving around 6:00-6:15 pm to be there for 7:00pm. The meeting should be done by 9:00pm. 
We would love for you to join us! 


Roxanne Winslow                                                                            
NEATO President
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