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Suffield, Connecticut

Athletic Hall of Fame

By-Laws

Article I

Suffield, Connecticut Athletic Hall of Fame, Inc. is an independent, freestanding project being done under the auspices of The Suffield Sports Council, Inc.  The Suffield Sports Council, Inc. is a non-profit, non stock corporation organized under the laws of the State of Connecticut pursuant to the Non-stock Corporation Act.  The project may sometimes be referred to by its short title: Suffield Athletic Hall of Fame.

Article II – Purpose

The purpose of the Hall of Fame Committee is to establish and operate an “athletic hall of fame” together with the task of selecting, screening and electing to honor those persons from the Suffield, Connecticut community who, through participation in sports have made outstanding accomplishments and contributions.

Article III – Membership

The committee of this organization shall consist of members each elected for three-year renewable terms.  The committee, at an annual meeting held within thirty (30) days of the induction banquet, shall be elected from among their number a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson, a Secretary and a Treasurer to serve as officers of the Committee.  The duties and powers of the officers of the Hall of Fame Committee shall be as follows:

Chairperson:
The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the Committee members.  The Chairperson shall be the chief executive officer of the Committee and shall have general charge and direction of the business and purposes of the Committee.

Vice-Chairperson:

The Vice-Chairperson will serve in the role of Chairperson when the Chairperson is absent.

Secretary:

The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings of the Committee and other pertinent documents and information of the Committee.  S/he shall give and serve all notices of the Committee and shall be the custodian of the records and seal of the Hall of Fame Committee.  S/he shall present to the Committee at their stated meetings all communications addressed to her/him and shall attend to all correspondence and perform all duties incident to the office of Secretary.

Treasurer:
The Treasurer of the Hall of Fame Committee (working with the Treasurer of the Suffield Sports Council, Inc.) shall have the care and custody of and be responsible for the funds of the Hall of Fame, and deposit all such funds in the name of the Hall of Fame Committee in such bank or banks, trust company or trust companies or other institutions as the Treasurer of the Suffield Sports Council, Inc. may designate.  S/he shall render a statement of the condition of the finances of the Hall of Fame at each meeting of the Committee, and at such other times as shall be required of her/him.  S/he shall present a full financial report at least once annually at a time designated by the Hall of Fame Committee.  S/he shall keep correct books of account of all of the business and transactions of the Hall of Fame and as required by the committee.  S/he shall perform all duties incident to the office of Treasurer of the Hall of Fame Committee.
The Committee shall fill all vacancies in any office at its regular meeting, or at any meeting specially called for that purpose by the concurring vote of a majority of Committee members.

The Committee may remove any officer by a concurring vote of a majority of the Committee members, at any time, with or without cause.

Article IV – Elections to the Committee

All Elections shall be by a majority of the Committee members at its annual membership review.

Article V – Annual Meeting

Meetings shall be held monthly throughout the year.  Other meetings may be called to conduct business by any three members and/or the Chairperson with one week’s notice to the committee.

Article VI – Voting of Committee

All policies, finances, projects, and other business undertaken by this organization shall be approved by a majority vote of those members present at a duly called meeting.

Article VII – Disbursements

All monies disbursed shall be by check on the organization account and shall be signed by the Treasurer of the Hall of Fame Committee Chairperson of the organization (two signatures needed).

Article VIII – Contract Signing

The Chairperson shall be the only authorized signer of contracts for this organization

Article IX – Meetings

The Chairperson shall call and schedule meetings.  No official business requiring a vote can occur without a quorum of two-thirds of the full Committee being present.

Article X – Removal

Any officer of Committee member may be removed when sufficient cause exists for such removal.  The committee may entertain charges against any member.  The Committee and Chairperson shall adopt such rules as it may, at its discretion, consider necessary for the best interest of the organization for this hearing.  Such removal may be by a majority vote and by the Chairperson.
Article XI – Officers

There shall be a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson, a Secretary, and Treasurer.  The Chairperson will be directly responsible for the induction ceremony.  The Secretary will be responsible for communication throughout the year and minutes during the meetings.  The Treasurer will keep track of as fiscal activities.
Article XII– Compensation

No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of any member or officer of the organization, or any private individual (except that reasonable compensation may be paid of services rendered to or for the organization), and no member or officer of the organization or any private individual shall be entitled to share in the distribution of any of the organization’s assets on dissolution of the organization.

Article XIII – Revisions

The By-Laws will be revisited and updated upon the conclusion of each induction ceremony when a complete evaluation of the year previous can be assessed.  The Chairperson, following approval by a majority of the Board, must change the by-laws.

Article XIV – History

The Suffield Athletic Hall of Fame was established in September 2001 when The Suffield Sports Council, Inc. approved this independent project.  The usage of the town seal for induction purposes was approved by the Board of Selectmen.

Article XV – Nomination / Balloting / Selection of Inductees

Candidates who have had an impact in any way on Suffield athletics will be eligible for induction.  The Hall was established under the guise of inclusion rather that exclusion.  In the event that a voting member of the committee is also on the election ballot, an average vote count of all other voters will be used and the voting member will leave a blank opposite his/her name.

Nomination Categories

A candidate for the Hall of Fame must:

· Be out of high school at least 5 years prior to nomination.

· Now or at one time been a resident of Suffield or have a clearly defined link to the town.

· Currently or have been involved in competitive athletics as a player, coach, working professional, and or volunteer at the professional or community level.

· Have made a significant recognizable positive impact in his/her field and/or level of participation

· Display or have displayed integrity, character in leadership role or as a positive role model for other to emulate

Induction will preferably contain at least one candidate and possibly more from each of the following eras.  The number of inductees will depend upon the Committee.

a. Pre 1945

b. 1946 - 1960

c. 1961 - 1975

d. 1976 – 1990

e. 1991 and later

Exceptions

1. Persons who have established athletic prominence, but ended their involvement in the area of competition prior to moving to Suffield will not be eligible for induction.

2. Persons residing outside of Suffield who participate in one-time local events including, but not limited to gold tournaments, track and field events, and the Suffield Road Race, will not be eligible for induction.

Selection and Balloting Process

A Hall of Fame subcommittee will be in charge of organizing a ballot.  The subcommittee will solicit nominations from both the committee and community with actual voting for induction from the ballot performed by the committee.  Inductees voted in the Hall of Fame committee will receive notification from the committee immediately after the vote.  The potential inductee will then have a prescribed amount of time to respond as to whether he/she will accept or decline the honor.  If he/she declines the honor, the committee will then convene as to whether or not to replace the inductee.
1. Nominations are open to all sports with no limit as to the number of inductees from one specific sport.

2. Ballot will be open for all and any that meet the nomination criteria.  Special honorable mention status could be an option if a person does not meet the above criteria.

3. Nominations are open to the public.  Forms will be available.

4. Committee members in good standing will vote for each election class on an agreed upon date each year.  Committee members must be present to vote.  Good standing is defined by active participation with the committee.  This includes regular committee meetings, subcommittee meetings, special meetings, and/or Hall of Fame events.  A committee member will be notified if they are not in good standing prior to the induction vote.

5. An ongoing updated list of potential candidates will be kept by the Chairperson or the selection subcommittee.

Induction Ceremonies

The Hall will conduct an annual induction ceremony on a date agreed upon and selected by the Hall of Fame committee.  Complimentary tickets will only be provided to the inductees of that year and one guest of the inductees.
The mechanics for the induction ceremony will be defined by the selection subcommittee.

Article XVI

A “Suffield Hall of Fame display” for honorees will be assembled by the Committee for permanent showing in such places as the Committee from time to time designate.

Article XVII

These by-laws may be amended only by an affirmative vote of a majority of the hall of Fame Committee at its annual meeting or a t a special meeting called for that purpose, provided that written notice shall have been sent to all Committee members, which notice shall state the proposed amendments in detail.  Only the amendments specified in the notice shall be voted upon unless all Committee members shall be present at the meeting and the unspecified amendments receive unanimous vote for approval.  Otherwise, the by-laws will stand as written without amendment.
Article XVIII

A voluntary dissolution of the Hall of Fame Committee may be caused only by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the Committee members, at its annual meeting or at a special meeting called for that purpose, provided that written notice shall have been sent to all Committee members, which notice stated in detail the proposal for dissolution of the Hall of Fame Committee.  If, however, all Committee members shall be present at any regular or special meeting, the Hall of Fame Committee may be dissolved by a unanimous vote, without any previous notice of the proposal for dissolution.  Upon and dissolution, voluntary or otherwise, and in the event the Hall of Fame Committee is not reinstated, then any funds on hand, after payment of all expenses, including the expenses of dissolution, if any, shall be donated to charity as designated by the Committee members or any remaining Committee members for the Hall of Fame Committee.
