Ledyard VFW Post 4608 Recognizes Essay Contest Winners
Voice of Democracy/Patriot Pen Chairman Henry (Buz) Graves, Jr. recently presented awards to the winners of the VFW sponsored essay contests.

Created in 1947, the Voice of Democracy (VOD) scholarship program is an audio-essay contest for high school students in grades 9-12 that annually provides more than $3 million in scholarships. The 2008-2009 theme was “how the service and sacrifice by America’s Veterans benefit today’s youth”.  Essays are judged on treatment of the theme, organization and expression of the ideas presented, and clarity and creditability of the oral delivery.

On behalf of Ledyard VFW Post 4608, Chairman Graves attended the Ledyard High School Awards Assembly, to recognize and congratulate Miss Callie Bateman, the 2008-2009 Voice of Democracy Ledyard VFW Post 4608 first place winner.  Callie is the daughter of Mark and Paula Bateman of Seabury Avenue Ledyard.

Also recognized were Voice of Democracy Program Second Place winner Jonathan Huang.  Jonathan is the son of Jian Shi and Ming Huang of Autumn Way Ledyard.  Third Place winner was Brandy Morneau.  Brandy is the daughter of Paul and Trudy Morneau of Ocean Avenue New London.  Receiving Honorable Mention was Jessica Franco, Jasmine McDowell, and Michele Saums.
Patriot's Pen is a nationwide youth-essay writing contest that gives students in grades 6, 7 and 8 the opportunity to write essays expressing their views on democracy. Annually, more than 115,000 students participate in the contest.  The 2008-2009 theme was “Why America’s Veterans Should be Honored”.  
Chairman Graves recognized the Ledyard VFW Post 4608 2008-2009 Patriot Pen winner during the June Post Meeting held at the Bill Library in Ledyard.  The 2008-2009 Ledyard VFW Post 4608 Patriot Pen winner was Francis Brunner, son of Commander Michael and Mrs. Theresa Brunner of Birch Street Ledyard.  As part of the award ceremony, Francis who is enrolled in the Mother of Divine Grace Home School Program, read his essay to the assembled Post membership.
Both essay programs are endorsed by the National Association of Secondary School Principals.  
Chairman Graves remarked on the enthusiasm shown by this years contestants and that all worked hard making their essay special and just right.  All the essays were very good, interesting, and comprehensive, making it very challenging for the judges to pick the winning essay.  
Ledyard VFW Post 4608 congratulates and is proud of all the fine young people who took part in this years contest.  The Post wishes Ms. Bateman, Mr. Brunner and all the fine young people who participated in the contests continued success in all future endeavors.
