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Theodore Mason enlisted in the Naval Reserves in 1939. He volunteered for one year of active service in August 1940. After Boot Camp and refresher communications training, he was assigned to the USS CALIFORNIA BB 44. His options of duty choices were all battleships. He chose the CALIFORNIA because that was his home state. 

Mason was a Third Class Radioman in 1941 stationed on the USS CALIFORNIA BB 44 at Pearl Harbor. He spent 14 months on the CALIFORNIA. He left Pearl Harbor in March 1942 for further duty. His vantage point for the Japanese attach on Pearl Harbor was the exposed “bird bath” encircling the main-battery director at the very top of the CALIFORNIA mainmast. He later saw action in the South Pacific. After the war, Mr. Mason went on to a career in journalism as a newspaper reporter. 

Excellent first hand account of life in the battleship Navy of 1940. Interesting and engaging book. Author provides a very compelling and detailed account of the Japanese attack and the aftermath. Excellent pictures of U. S. Battleships. Any veteran or anyone interested in military history will enjoy this book. 

Members interested in reading this book should be able to find this book on-line, in your local bookstore or may borrow a copy by emailing the Post at vfw4608@gmail.com . 

