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James Bradley is also the author of “Flags of Our Fathers” and the son of one of the men who raised the American flag on Iwo Jima.  The story of Chichi Jima came to his attention after “Flags of Our Fathers” was published.  His efforts on “Flyboys” involved years of research and travel including a return trip to Chichi Jima with President George H. W. Bush. 
Iwo Jima was coveted by the Allies for it airstrips.  Chichi Jima, which was close to Iwo Jima, had powerful short and long wave receivers and transmitters atop of its peaks.  This communication system was the critical communications link between Imperial Japanese Headquarters in Tokyo and the Japanese troops in the Pacific.  The U. S. Military decided that the radio stations had to be destroyed.  The task assigned to the “Flyboys” for action.
“Flyboys” is the story of eight aviators who were shot down and captured in and around Chichi Jima.  There story is one of courage, determination to the end, and a story of their deaths.  The Chichi Jima Flyboys fought and died during the worst killing months in the history of all warfare, the thirty-day period in February and March of 1945.
The raid on Chichi Jima was the raid twenty-year-old George H. W. Bush was on when he was shot down on September 2, 1944.  He was rescued by the submarine FINBACK who had been assigned lifeboat duty for the raid.
Excellent report and story on a little known element and event of the Pacific War. Interesting and engaging book. Author provides a very compelling and detailed account of the events leading up to the attack and a good overall picture of the operations in and around the area of Iwo Jima and Chichi Jima. Excellent pictures. Any veteran or anyone interested in military history will enjoy this book. 

Members interested in reading this book should be able to find this book on-line, in your local bookstore or may borrow a copy by emailing the Post at vfw4608@gmail.com . 

