Commander’s Call 2008-2


Looking back, as we close the year, 2008 has been a good year for Ledyard Post 4608.  All of our activities were well supported by the membership and went off without a hitch.  The weather was mild and we had a large crew for cemetery flag placement in May.  The William Williams cemetery crew did a bang up job sprucing up and maintaining that cemetery.  The Buddy Poppy contributions were the best we have seen in years.  In spite of hot weather on parade day, the Buddy Poppy crew walked the parade route and really did a great job of distributing the Buddy Poppies.  Those of us who participated in the parade and “showed the flag” also had a great day.  I want to say, “Well Done” and thank the crews involved in these events for their participation and efforts.  On Veterans Day, we had a very moving ceremony and service at the Ledyard Veteran’s Memorial in Ledyard Center.  The Ledyard American Legion Post joined us; Mayor Fred Allen was in attendance as well as family and friends.  Picture of many of these events can be seen in the "Photo Album" located in the upper left corner of this webpage or on the Post Zip06 Photo Gallery.

The 2007-2008 Voice of Democracy (VOD) scholarship was extremely rewarding and exciting for the Post this year with the fine effort by Post and State winner Ms. Chelsea Bateman.  With strong and capable young adults in the wings like Ms. Bateman and the other scholarship candidates, the Nation will be in good hands in the future.

Likewise, the 2008-2009 contest went well.  This year we also had participation in the Patriot’s Pen (PP) program.  We wish Callie Bateman, VOD winner and Francis Brunner PP winner continued success as they go on to the State competition and future endeavors.

I had the honor and pleasure of representing the Post at several Boy Scout Eagle Courts of Honor this year.  I was always moved and impressed as the Master of Ceremony announced the Eagle Scout’s activities and accomplishments.  These young men have packed a great deal into their young lives.  It was a pleasure to represent the membership and present the Eagle Scout Certificate to the new Eagle Scout.

On a down note, the final issue of our newsletter went out earlier this year.  Our Editor Bill Gallagher felt he could not do the newsletter justice and still address some personal goals he graciously put on hold for a number of years.  Our thanks to Bill for his time and efforts and the fine newsletter he provided to the Post.  We wish him well in his new project and passion, creating a personal and family history book.

On the up side, perhaps the creation and launch of the VFW Post 4608 website will fill some of the gap left by the discontinuance of the newsletter.  Only time will tell.  In addition to the website, we created a Zip06 VFW Post 4608 Blog.  Both the website and the Zip06 Blog contain articles, event photos, important links, and a great deal of information that the membership should find interesting and helpful. 

The website and Zip06 Blog are only two of a number of new items this year.  We have had increased success with area media outlets getting the Post activities reported and recognized.  In addition, we have a Post information brochure which highlights the Post and its’ activities. 

As Post Commander I say, thank you and “Well Done” to everyone who stepped up to the plate and made the Post’s year a success.  We are a team and we are at our best when we collectively take on Post projects.  I look forward to your continued support and comradeship in the future.

M. L. (Bud) Evered

Post Commander

