Commanders Call 2010-1

Year in Review
Another year has passed and its time for a little reflection on Post activities.  As your Post Commander I appreciate your efforts, support, participation, and camaraderie.  Having only so much room, not everything can be covered.  Below are some noteworthy items that jump to mind.  All in all the Post had a very active and productive year.  I look forward to continuing this positive trend and working with you on these and other projects in 2010.  My wish to one and all for a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year.
(1) The collection of “Campbell Soup labels for Education” on behalf of the VFW National Home for Children in 2009 was a rousing success.  A total of 1,064 labels were collected and forwarded to the Home.  2008 collections totaled 100, making 2009 a banner year and increasing collection by 1000%.  2009 was the first full year that our website was in place.  The website exposure contributed to the label program success.  The Post received labels from all over the U.S.  So you can see the website made a big difference.

(2) In support of the VFW/BSA program, during 2009, the Post recognized 7 Ledyard Boy Scouts for attaining Eagle Scout Rank.  All these fine young men were recipients of the VFW Eagle Scout Certificate and were awarded the VFW Citizenship Medal at their respective Eagle Courts of Honor.

(3) Between the start of the school year and November 1st we conducted the Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen Essay contests in Ledyard High and Middle schools respectively.  While the number of participants was disappointing, the quality of the essays was excellent.  We were required to impanel a second group of judges to select the first place VOD winner as the first panel could not determine the first place winner; this had never happened before.
(4) Post 4608 2009 holiday contributions totaled $648.80 to some 11 different organizations.  Five of the organizations were for the benefit of children.  The remainder were for Veterans organizations.  Considering the size of our Post this was a testimony to the caring attitude and civic responsibility of Post members.  Well Done!
(5) Our membership for 2010 is proceeding well and we placed well within the state; 3rd in September, 1st in October, and 2nd in November.  In November we lost first place by less than 1%.  We were an Honor Post for those 3 months in our District.  The Post has received the 2010 “membership” flag streamer from the VFW Commander-In-Chief.  Membership is the “BE ALL” and “END ALL”!  Everyone must be a recruiter.  A good New Years resolution for us all is to resolve to recruit at least one new member in 2010.
(6) Comrade Bill Clarke, our Williams Cemetery Chairman has done an outstanding job on the William Williams (Historical) Cemetery.  The Post has maintained this historical cemetery for many years.  The veterans interred in this cemetery were veterans of the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812.  The earliest Veterans interred fought in King Philips War against the Indians in 1675-1676.  Recently Comrade Clarke unearthed a marker that had no visible/discernable name but the year 1860 was carved in the stone.  What a historic and moving find.  I hope this stone can be examined by experts so more can be learned about it.
(7) In the latter part of the year the Post gathered clothing for relief organizations and food for local food banks.  Something we have not formally done before.  Many in the community have fallen on hard times, many who have never experienced anything like this before or every expected to need help.  Our help and that of other organizations and individuals is always appreciated by the organizations receiving the donations.  They in turn work hard to make sure the needed goods get to those who need them the most.  The plan is to continue this collection program in the New Year.
(8) The Post is the benefactor of a “MissionFish” EBay donation account.  Through this account EBay sellers can designate all or a portion of their proceeds to be donated to Ledyard VFW Post 4608.  We appreciate and will put to good use the MissionFish donations received to date and in the future.
M. L. (Bud) Evered
Post Commander
