VFW Voice of Democracy Essay Contest in full swing.
As students shortly return to school, Ledyard VFW Post 4608 wishes all area students a prosperous and safe school year.  One filled with scholastic achievement, new accomplishments, memorable events, and growth and development of tools, skill, and strengths that will follow our young citizens throughout life.  We commend the teachers for their effort, dedication and commitment to the students.

Ledyard VFW Post 4608 reminds students that the Voice of Democracy (VOD) scholarship contest is in full swing.  The Post encourages all Ledyard High School students to participate.  Parents, this is a great experience and opportunity for your child.
Created in 1947, the Voice of Democracy scholarship program is an audio-essay contest for high school students in grades 9-12 that annually provides nearly $3 million in scholarships and incentives. The first-place winner, who competes with all the first-place VFW State winners, receives a $30,000 scholarship that is paid directly to the recipient’s American university, college or vocational/technical school.  
Besides competing for the top scholarship prize, as well as other national scholarships ranging from $1,000 to $16,000, each State's first-place winner receives an all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., sponsored by the Target Corporation.  During the trip winners will tour the city, meet our nation’s leaders, and be honored by the VFW and its Ladies Auxiliary.


The VOD program is designed to foster patriotism by allowing students the opportunity to voice their opinion in a three to five minute essay based on an annual theme.  The VOD 2010 theme is "Does My Generation Have a Role in America’s Future?”
Historically, the themes (annually chosen by the VFW Commander-In-Chief) are purposely kept broad in scope to allow the participant flexibility in interpretation to encourage originality.  Since the VFW is a patriotic organization, the annual theme always will be related to patriotism.

The deadline for essay submission is midnight November 1, 2010.  Interested students should see the Ledyard High School Main Office for information and applications.  Ledyard residents who attend private school or are home schooled may participate by contacting the VOD/PP chair, M. L. (Bud) Evered at 860-464-6540 or by email at vfw4608@gmail.com.

The National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) has approved this contest for its National Advisory List of Contests and Activities.

For more information about Ledyard VFW Post 4608 please visit our website at http://www.orgsites.com/ct/vfwpost4608, email vfw4608@gmail.com, or call Post Commander Evered at the above number.

