VFW Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen Essay Contests deadline is near.
Ledyard VFW Post 4608 is encouraging all Ledyard High School and Middle School students to participate in the Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen scholarship contests.

Created in 1947, the Voice of Democracy (VOD) scholarship program is an audio-essay contest for high school students in grades 9-12 that annually provides more than $3 million in scholarships. The first-place winner, who competes with all the first-place VFW State winners, receives a $30,000 scholarship that is paid directly to the recipient’s American university, college or vocational/technical school.  
Besides competing for the top scholarship prize, as well as other national scholarships ranging from $1,000 to $16,000, each State's first-place winner receives an all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., sponsored by the Target Corporation.


The VOD program is endorsed by the National Association of Secondary School Principals' and is designed to foster patriotism by allowing students the opportunity to voice their opinion in a three to five minute essay based on an annual theme.  The VOD 2008-2009 theme is "Service and Sacrifice by America’s Veterans Benefit Today’s Youth by ... "

The Patriot's Pen is a youth-essay writing contest endorsed by the National Association of Secondary School Principals' and is a nationwide competition that gives students in grades 6,7 and 8 the opportunity to write essays expressing their views on democracy. Annually, more than 115,000 students participate in the contest.
Contestants write a 300-400 word essay based on an annual patriotic theme. The first-place winner receives a $10,000 savings bond and an all-expense-paid trip to Washington D.C. The top national winners each receive a savings bond anywhere from $1,000 to $10,000.  The Patriot’s Pen 2008-2009 theme is “Why America’s Veterans Should be Honored”.

Historically, the themes (annually chosen by the VFW commander-in-chief) are purposely kept broad in scope to allow the participant flexibility in interpretation to encourage originality. Since the VFW is a patriotic organization, the annual theme always will be related to patriotism.

The deadline for essay submission for both programs is November 1, 2008.  Interested students should see their teacher or councilor for information and applications.  More information is also available from the Post 4608 website at http://www.orgsites.com/ct/vfwpost4608,  or by emailing juma7@comcast.net, or calling Post Commander Merlin (Bud) Evered at 860-464-6540.

