Thank a Veteran on November 11
Shortly the Nation will recognize Veterans Day.  Veterans Day, originally known as Armistice Day, was to commemorate the 11th hour of the 11 day of the 11th month as the moment the “war to end all wars [World War I] ended.  After World War II Armistice Day became Veterans Day and designated as a day to remember all of the Nation’s veterans.  To celebrate and recognize all the citizens who answered their countries call.

Ledyard VFW Post 4608 asks all citizens to join with us, other VFW Posts, and the State and National VFW Headquarters in recognizing and thank America’s veterans.  Take the hand of that Vet in your family, your workplace, or in public and tell them “thanks”.

Veterans Day was once a widely celebrated holiday.  There were parades and ceremonies in most communities.  While there are still some parades and ceremonies, Veterans Day is increasingly forgotten by many Americans.  The percentage of citizens who have worn the uniform of this great nation is forever shrinking.  Far too often today, the significance, remembrance, understanding, and appreciation of this important national holiday goes unnoticed and is often ignored or misunderstood.
To help counter this trend, the VFW has long promoted Veterans Day as an opportunity to educate and highlight to the public the meaning of this significant day in November.  This is accomplished through what the VFW refers to as the five “Ws”.

Who.  As a nation, we remember all Americans who served on active duty in the armed forces.  Those members of the armed forces, who made the ultimate sacrifice, while never forgotten, are remembered and mourned on Memorial Day.  Veterans Day is an opportunity to publicly honor and commemorate the contributions of living veterans.

What.  Collective as well as individual contributions to the nation’s defense are what we are remembering.  The out come of any given military campaign is irrelevant here.  It is the veteran’s efforts and sacrifices made at the behest of the nation that is important.

Where.  Across the nation, there are monuments, memorials and plaques honoring those who have served.  Be it a state capital or the nation’s capital, a courthouse, a public park or an American Legion or VFW Hall.  Some of these monuments, memorials, and plaques are as old as the Revolution and as new as the Iraq War.  Paying homage to veterans need not necessarily be in a public place.  It can be in your home, the home of a friend or neighbor, or the work place.  The important thing is to pause, reflect, remember, and thank and recognize the veteran.
When.  As a Nation it is essential that we preserve the integrity of November 11 as that one extra-special day for the American people as a whole to pause and remember in silence or demonstrate public recognition for the contributions and sacrifices of the nation’s veterans.
Why.  Remembering gives true meaning to sacrifice and service.  Millions of Americans’ lives were profoundly and forever altered because they donned a uniform to protect the freedoms and rights we take for granted.  We owe an eternal debt of gratitude to them.  

If not everyday, Veterans Day is the time that we pay honor and recognize that sacrifice and service.  It is our way of keeping faith, our way of reaching out, our way of honoring, and our way of saying thank you.

Remembering America’s warriors is often an afterthought for many Americans.  Ledyard VFW Post 4608 asks everyone to make November 11, 2008 different.  Attend a Veterans Day service or celebration, seek out that Vet and say “thank you”.  Pause, remember and say a prayer for the Vet struggling with a wound or a disability.  There are 23.8 million veterans living in America.  We all know one or more.  Stop and tell that Vet “thank you, well done”. 
