	February 19, 2008
Ledyard High School Junior is Essay Contest Winner


Chelsea Bateman from Ledyard High School, who has been selected as The Ledyard Veterans of Foreign Wars “Voice of Democracy” winner, has won two more awards. Chelsea has been selected as the VFW Connecticut District 4 winner and then on Jan. 20, 2008 was awarded the State of Connecticut first-place winner. 

The theme that the competitors were given to write about was, “My Role in Honoring American Veterans”. Chelsea wrote in honor of her grandfather, whom she calls, “Pepere,” A veteran of World War II, who resides in the Fitchburg, Mass., area. 

Chelsea wants to be a nurse, helping veterans. 

Chelsea's essay can be heard online at www.ledyard.net/LHS/index.html. 

Chelsea has maintained honor roll status since entering Ledyard High School, achieved advanced level in all five sections of the Connecticut Academic Performance Test and raised $5,000 as treasurer of the Class of 2009, and she volunteers with area organizations and programs. She also participates in class plays at Ledyard High, is a member of various vocal groups, choirs and choruses in southeastern Connecticut, studies piano and plays other instruments. 

The Ledyard Town Council and the Ledyard VFW Post 4608 gave Bateman an outstanding citizen/scholar designation at a recent council meeting. “Under this charter you shall hold and enjoy a place of high esteem in the minds and hearts of the people of the Town of Ledyard,” the citation reads. 

The other Voice of Democracy Program winners in the Ledyard VFW Post 4608 competition were Kenneth M. Dunn, Second Place; Emily J. Nylander, Third Place; and Austin A. Samson, Honorable Mention. The Ledyard VFW Post is proud of Ms. Bateman and all of these fine young people. 

	 
	
	


