Gales Ferry Boy Scout Receives VFW Certificate and Award

On January 3, 2009 M. L. (Bud) Evered, Post Commander of A. R. Evans Jr. & C. A. Lutz Sr. VFW Post 4608, Ledyard Connecticut, attended an Eagle Scout Court of Honor (COH) at the United Methodist Church of Gales Ferry.
The COH was to honor Riley Joseph Tompkins.  Mr. Tompkins is a member of Boy Scout Troop 12, Gales Ferry Connecticut.  As part of the ceremony and celebration, in recognition of Mr. Tompkins’ attainment of Eagle Rank, Post Commander Evered presented the new Eagle Scout with the VFW Eagle Scout Certificate and the VFW Citizenship Medal.  These awards are the highest awards presented by the VFW for achieving the Eagle Rank.  
Riley was an active and involved Scout earning 30 merit badges, the 50 Miler Award, Troop 12 New England Hi-Peaks Award, the Ad Altare Dei Catholic Religious Award, the Pope Pius XII Catholic Religious Award and the International Religious Awareness Medal.  Riley attended Philmont National Boy Scout Ranch in New Mexico and participated in the Maine High Adventure Program.  He was very active in aquatics as a Life Guard and Aquatics Instructor for both BSA Camp J. N. Webster and the Town of Groton.
For his Eagle Project, Riley planned, coordinated, and managed the repairing and refurbishing two rooms and the large entrance hallway in the Ledyard Senior Center.  The project required removal of wallpaper, repairing the walls, cleaning, preparing and painting the rooms and hallway.
Riley is the son of Janet Romanelli of Groton and Roger Tompkins of Gales Ferry.  Riley graduated from Ledyard High School in June 2008.  During his high school career Riley was on the Honor Roll, a member of the High School Chamber Choir, and the Ledyard High Carolers.  Riley is pursuing a Nursing Degree at the University of Connecticut.  He remains involved in Chorus at UCONN. 
The VFW established the first scholarship award of $300 for Eagle Scouts in 1929. The award recognizes scouts who demonstrate outstanding citizenship, patriotism and scholastic achievement in their private life and in the community. 

The VFW Scout of the Year Scholarship program now provides a $5,000 award to an outstanding scout who is the recipient of a Boy Scout Eagle Award, a Venture Scouting Silver Award or a Sea Scout Quartermaster Award.  

As an Eagle Scout, Riley is eligible to compete with Scouts throughout the nation for the VFW Scout of the Year Scholarship.  The Post 4608 membership congratulate Eagle Scout Tompkins on his achievements and wish him continued success in the future.
