
Hello New and Potential Hosts,

My name is Tina Patterson and for the past ten months my husband and I have hosted a wonderful young Mongolian Exchange student. If you are contemplating embarking on this exciting journey I can only tell you it has been one of the very best experiences of our lives. Our new “daughter” has brought a world vision and opened our eyes in ways we could never have expected. 

Besides her personal traits, loving, appreciative, helpful, intelligent, and a delightful sense of humor she has also exhibited a willingness to try new things and explore every opportunity given her. She never has complained. Unlike most American teenagers she was never disrespectful or in anyway indicated her dissatisfaction with her host family.  She is grateful for everything that is done for her, and made no demands on our family. 

Our “daughter” arrived with an expectation to marry at 19 and have children right away. She wanted a boy to take care of her and thought her only option for happiness was finding her identity through a man. She learned while here that she did not have to depend on a boy for her self-esteem, that her worth came from who she is, not what a boy told her she was. In our eyes it was her greatest area of personal growth.    

Our “daughter” happily accepted whatever was done with or for her with grace and humility, and never pushed family rules or shirked responsibility. We wish our own children worked as hard as she did in school and took their studies as seriously. At all times she was aware that she was laying the groundwork for the future she hopes to have.      

We have laughed, and cried….been amazed at her ability to learn English, watched her struggle to make “American” friends. She discovered there is more to America than the Hip-Hop stars she had seen on Mongolian MTV. We found it was of immeasurable value to show a Mongolian girl that what she had seen on TV is not what our society is about.  

When I asked our daughter if there is anything she needed to take home with her, the response said “everything about our year together… Only a big suitcase Mom, big enough to take you home with me”!  

We know that our young lady will take with her memories of a time in America that will guide her throughout her life. We only hope we gave her 10% of what she gave us this past year. Good luck, and enjoy the adventure; you will never be the same…we never will be. 

Sincerely,

Tina Patterson
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