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Egmont Key Alliance
2010 Calendar

JUNE

7 Board meeting
19 Work Day

**  Bird Stewards

JULY

5 Board meeting

13 General meeting & pot luck
17 Work Day

** Bird Stewards

AUGUST
2 Board meeting
21 Work Day

SEPTEMBER
7 Board meeting
18 Work Day

OCTOBER
Overnight trip
Majorie Rawlings State Park
Paynes Praire State Park
Devils Mill Hopper State Park
Board meeting
General meeting & pot luck
Work Day

NOVEMBER

1 Board meeting

13 Discover The Island

14 Discover The Island

20 Christmas lights on lighthouse
followed by Christmas lighting
& pot luck dinner

DECEMBER
6 Board meeting

President
By Richard Johnson

Now that it has Ww§g
been a lot going on around Egmont
Key. Volunteer participation has

i ncreased, and we(
a lot done. Of particular interest, on
the April workday, we combined our
normal activities with a Coastal
Cleanup. The Alliance is working
with special cleanups three times a year. Florida Lighthouse
Day was April 24, and 14 Alliance members and 2 Florida
Lighthouse Association members were on hand to welcome
visitors. The base of the lighthouse, the Radio Room, and the
Coast Guard displays were open, and a commemorative cake
and lemonade were served. Although it was a beautiful day, it
was windy, and we only had about 60 or 70 visitors, but signed
up one new member and everyone had a good time. The boat
ride to and from the island was a bit of an adventure. Thanks to
Captain Jeff and Mate Joe for a job well done.

Florida Lighthouse Association historian Neil Hurley was been
active lately with historic projects around the lighthouse. Nelil

made arrangements for a ground penetrating radar survey
http://www.orgsites.com/fl/legmontkeyalliance/_pgg2.php3

that also in the newsletter. He is now working on another project
to prevent further damage to some historically significant metal
parts of the lighthouse tower. This involves coordination between
the Coast Guard, the Park Service, and the Florida Department
of State, who looks after historic artifacts for the state. Neil wrote
the CD ROM book about the history of Egmont Key and the
lighthouses, that the Alliance has available for purchase in the
Radio Room. Thanks to Neil Hurley for helping move our
lighthouse preservation projects forward.

I'tés also bird nesting season
important part of what Egmont Key is all about. Bird steward will
be needed, particularly on holidays and weekends, but also on
weekdays. There is information elsewhere in the newsletter on
how to sign up, if you are interested.

|l 611l see you on the island.



http://www.orgsites.com/fl/egmontkeyalliance/_pgg2.php3
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Manager 6s |
By Pete Krulder - Park Manager

The warm weather is finally here and with the heat comes our many visitors. The most special visitors are
our feathered friends. Tom tells me that that we already have about 40,000 gulls setting up house on the
south end of the island. Egmont Key is such a special place for shorebird nesting and it takes the efforts
of many to make the nesting season a success.

Probably the most important thing that we can do is to gain voluntary compliance from our visitors to stay
away from the nesting area. The best way to gain this compliance is through educating the public about
the importance of our shorebird nesting activity. Dan Larremore, Park Biologist at Honeymoon Island
State Park conducted a training for several of our bird stewards on shorebird nesting and how to gain that
voluntary compliance. The bird steward program has been such a success at Egmont Key, that it is now
being used in parks throughout the district. The bird stewards spend many hours out in the hottest part of
the day, keeping visitors out of the nesting areas and educating the public. They often have to deal with
people that either do not care or are just unaware of the facts. They deal with each of these visitors in a
calm and professional manner. They may not hear it enough, but thank you for all that you do to protect
this valuable resource.

Egmont Key Alliance 2010 Overnight Outing

October 1 ** - October 3 ™ FRIDAY October 1°
noon Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings State Park

http://www.floridastateparks.org/MarjorieKinnanRawlings/
Alliance members and their guests Cross Creek, off County Road 325

2pm Register at the Herlong Mansion Inn
are welcome. _'f e eVt (el et &1 3-4pm Meet on the grounds of Herlong Mansion
member, send in your membership 7 pm Supper at restaurant to be announced

application and join us for this fun
PP J SATURDAY October 2™

weekend! Come for the entire am Breakfast at Herlong Mansion
weekend or for a day trip. noon  Paynes Prairie State Park
http://www.floridastatepdss.org/paynesprairie
Micanopy guided tour by Joyce King,
; i well known National Audubon member
L [ mtenestar, et 5:30 pm Get together at Herlong Mansion
janicajohnson@tampabay.rr.com 7 pm Supper at restaurant to be announced

or leave message at (727) 344-1135

SUNDAY October 3"
. am Breakfast at Herlong Mansion
To book your own lodging at noon Devilds Millhopper Stdfte P
Herlong Mansion Inn, Micanopy, FL http://www.floridastateparks.org/devilsmillhopper/
go to http://www.herlong.com/ Guided Tour. Butterfly Garden or other
University possibilities to follow.
Travel home after activities
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Key Events

Florida Lighthouse Day
By Gayle Stemac

A very windy day can be uncertain and exciting at
the same time. And, a lighthouse on an island can
be a blessing or a curse at the same time as the
location is phenomenal but that same location
causes some travel issues. Celebrating Florida
Lighthouse Day on Egmont Key turned out to be a
combination of both.

The sky was brilliant blue and the sun was shining as 16 volunteers stood at the pier waiting to board
the Park Service boat and head out to Egmont Key to setup for visitors. However, Ranger Tom had
other ideas. The wind was brisk and the seas
boat was no match for Mother Nature. So, we waited for the
shuttle and Captain Jeff to advise us if it was safe to

navigate the water. Afteralotof t hought, he
and away we went. This was a boat ride to be remembered.
Up and down, the boat rocked and swayed. Sheets of
water splashed on board and
get there. Thanks to his expert navigation and help from
Joey, his crew, we crossed the bumpy beautiful aqua

colored water and made a smooth water landing on the
island. Most were wet, others were wetter. But, we made it.

i sed

Considering the elements, the island was visited by more
people than anyone expected. Of course, Lighthouse : —
Keeper Richard was in the tower to welcome everyone. Richard Johnson and a visitor at the

. . 2010 Lighthouse Day at Egmont Key
The Radio Room was open to purchase souvenirs and the

Compressor Room with all the Coast Guard artifacts was open too. A cake decorated to celebrate the
day and lemonade were served to everyone. A guesstimate
of visitors is about 65-70. The Egmont Key Alliance gained a
new member that day and the president of a lighthouse group

on the North Fork of Long Island, NY visited too. Lighthouse

Day 2010 on Egmont Key can be described in just 3 words 1

windy, wet, and wonderful!

If you have any ideas or suggestions you would like to

see in future issues the Key Notes newsletter, be sure to

contact Kakeleher@aol.com Your suggestions and ideas
will help to make Key Notes a success!



mailto:Kakeleher@aol.com
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Egmont Key Ground Penetrating Radar Survey
By Neil Hurley, FLA Historian

The first Egmont Key lighthouse was operational for only ten years, from 1848 until 1858. It had been
damaged by a hurricane in its first year of operation, and even though repairs were made, the short,
40 foot-tall lighthouse was considered inadequate and it was replaced by the currently standing tower.

At other locations in Florida where lighthouses were replaced (notably on Garden Key in the Dry
Tortugas and at Cape Canaveral), the foundations of the older towers still exist, just even with ground
level. Could the same be true for the first Egmont Key Lighthouse?
This possibility had intrigued Richard Johnson (of the Egmont Key
Alliance) and | for years. An 1888 survey of the lighthouse property
shows t heet iidmunfd the ol d tower i
currently standing tower. But with nothing visible on the surface of |§#
the soil, and disturbing the historic property strictly prohibited, there
was no way to find out.

east

This was the case until modern technology came to the rescue.

Once rare and prohibitively expensive, ground penetrating radar is
a remote sensing technology that is now widely available. T o d a y|@
equipment is portable and is widely used for construction, geological

Conducting the Radar Survey
and archeological studies. Using radar waves, the equipment can look several feet into the ground with
clarity good enough to distinguish individual bricks.

With an upcoming trip to Egmont Key planned for February 2010, | was able to do some research into
the possibilities. The first company | contacted, GeoView Inc. of St. Petersburg Florida surprised me by
answering my e-mail enquiry by saying they would be happy to help the Florida Lighthouse Association
and would do the survey for free!

My next step was to get permission from the Egmont Key State Park. They forwarded my request to
Tallahassee, where we found that any survey looking for man-made objects, even a remote sensing
survey that doesné6t allA-82tpermitissuedby thesState®f Florrda §Vith onlyeten
days to go, | thought the project was sunk. However, it was suggested | contact Kelly Driscoll, an
archeologist with the firm Florida History LLC. Kelly had done other work on Egmont Key and her firm
was also based loc ally in St. Petersburg.

Kelly and her company were also enthusiastic about the project. They agreed to discount their normal
$800 per day fee to only $200, and they quickly set about preparing the paperwork to get the permit.
Meanwhile, Barbara Schmidt from the Egmont Key Alliance checked with the Egmont Key Ferry
Service. They were scheduled to resume service two days before our scheduled date, but high winds



Key Events
Radar Survey cont.

and cold weather were threatening their start. The Board of the Florida Lighthouse Association voted
a grant to cover the costs in an overnight e-mail voting spree.

The permit was processed in half the normal time, and the Egmont Key State Park came through with
transportation to the island when the Ferry service was further delayed. On Thursday, Feb 18th, Barbara
and John Schmidt, Chris Johnson from GeoView, our monitoring archeologist, Paul Jones from Florida
History LLC and | motored out to Egmont with about 80 pounds of equipment.

Chris was a very busy person. Setting up his equipment and flagging the survey area went quite quickly,

but the foundation of the lighthouse proved to be a very elusive target. Chris made multiple passes over

the 70 x 90 foot target area (it was a |l arge area t
frequencies of radar waves. He also scanned the area using a frequency domain electromagnetic

detector. While he was hard at work, the rest of us explored the lighthouse and surrounding area.

Chrisbds initial data didnét find the Il arge brick fo
work to convert his results from two-dimensional information to a three-dimensional product. It is hoped

that the 3-D view will pick up details of the foundation that the 2-D view missed. Barbara Schmidt pointed

out to us a curved 10-foot section of brick and mortar outside of the survey area that could quite possibly

be a part of the 1848 lighthouse tower. Chris used his

Ground Penetrating Radar to look under the ground around
this feature so we can tel]l
more massive brick structure.

t h

Before we left the island, Park Ranger Tom Watson gave us
all a great tour of the mine casemate building, gun batteries,
brick roads and guard house of Fort Dade. History is

everywhere on Egmont Key and S

Perhaps the foundation of the original Egmont Key lighthouse
was bulldozed away may years ago, or perhaps it had an
extremely shallow foundation of loose brick that was dug out
and reused for other purposes. We accomplished our goal of
determining if any remains of the foundation existed, and we
also learned that it is not so difficult to get permits and learn
more about lighthouse sites without disturbing the soil. We
also strengthened our relationship with the State Park
Service and within the archeological community. Thanks
again Florida Lighthouse Association for funding this work! Searchers for the foundation of the old tower.
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Volunteer Ventures

2010 Egmont Key Workdays
By Nancy Whitford

February

Our first workday on Egmont in 2010 started off with a bang!
We had nineteen members and four prospective members.
A terrific turnout! Our planned tasks for the day were to pick
up trash from the beach and palm fronds from the interior.
Well, as they say, things do change. Mother Nature had her
own ideas the night before! She swept the beach clean of
virtually all trash which turned out to be a good thing since
The Egmont Key Alliance had not been able to clean up the
rest of the island since Discover The Island.

The group was divided into work details and everyone had a
— . terrific time. One group of volunteers swept the lighthouse,
Burning palm fronds collect during the February workday.  museum, and gift shop and cleaned all the areas in between.

The rangers had already completed the cleaning of Batteries Howard and Mellon so a group finished by cleaning
Battery Mcintosh. Another group went to the south tip, and cleaned up all the trash in the sea oats in preparation
for another prosperous bird nesting season. The last group used two wagons and picked up palm fronds all over
the island.

During lunch we all filled out the Volunteer Form for 2010, talked about our new Egmont Key Alliance brochures
and how the gift shop made a profit this year! Many thanks for all the hard work put in this day.

March

Absolutely beautiful weather brought together twenty-four
volunteers for our March workday. The long, windy winter
brought many trees/parts in with the incoming tides to the
beaches of Egmont Key. Twelve guys and Rangers Ken and
Tom spent the day clearing the tree debris from the Northeast
tip to the power plant on the west beach. This was a mon-
umental task. The trees were heavy and some had become
partially buried by sand. Due to this great teamwork the
loggerhead sea turtles will now have a much easier journey
up to the beaches to dig nests and lay eggs. Thanks guys for
a hard day on the beach!

EKA Volunteers clearing tree debris. While the guys were busy on the beach, nine gals were busy

painting fences. Instead of enjoying hours of girl talk at the salon we had the pleasure of each others company
while moving down a fence row with paint brush in hand. After seven cans of paint were emptied, the fence around




Volunteer Ventures

March Workday cont.

the flag pole, the garden and the west
fence were all painted. In an effort to
keep costs down at Egmont Key the
volunteers all brought their own brushes
and buckets. Looks terrific ladies!

Thank you to another volunteer for
manning the gift shop which was open
that day and to the volunteers who supply
so many of the great crafts that are sold

in the gift shop. Lastly, many thanks to one of our volunteers who also spent the day in the
museum getting the Emergency Backup Lens for the Light Tower working. We have light!

With twenty volunteers coming out to help, we had another
fantastic Egmont Key workday combined with the Great
American Cleanup program. Many thanks to our volunteer
for fetching bags, gloves, miscellaneous necessities, and a
beautiful Great American Cleanup banner for use that day!
As always it was a pleasure to participate in the Great
American Cleanup. Keep America Beautiful's Great
American Cleanup is the nation's largest community
improvement program and involves an estimated 3 million
volunteers and attendees. The volunteer activities included
beautifying parks and recreation areas, cleaning seashores
Great American Clean up and EKA workdav volunteers ~ and waterways, handling recycling collections, picking up litter,

planting trees and flowers, and conducting educational programs and litter-free events. Last year sixty-four
million pounds of litter and debris were collected and transferred.

After collecting on the island our mound of trash weighed approximately 370 pounds when transferred onto
the trailer destined for the dump. Hauling trash off of the island is not a simple process. It is loaded onto a
trailer and taken to the long dock at the other end of the island. It is then loaded onto a boat and deposited
into a dumpster on the mainland. The Park Rangers have to handle this hard, smelly task every week. Many
thanks to the Park Rangers!

While many participated in the cleanup, others were busy making everything tidy for Florida Lighthouse Day.
Volunteers worked on the cemetery, light tower, signs, picnic and flag pole areas and two additional buildings.
Volunteers were everywhere and of course having fun! Special thanks to one of our volunteers, we hope you
are now a EKA member and we see you again and again! Thank you also to any Egmont Key Alliance
volunteers who participated in Earth Day at Honeymoon State Park, your help was greatly appreciated.
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Tampa Bay History Museum
By Richard Sanchez

On April 3, seven members of the Egmont Key Alliance attended a guided tour of the Tampa Bay History
Museum as a way of celebrating our recent reciprocal agreement with them. Emanuel (Manny) Leto of the
TBHC who met our group at 10 AM in the lobby led the tour. Manny began the tour by explaining a bit about
the history of the museum itself and about the current location, which has been in use for about 15 months.

The building is a “green” building with many energy saving features and also uses recycled building materials
throughout. The building is located next to the St. Pete Times Forum and near the Riverwalk, an area of the
Hillsborough River that has been restored with native vegetation. Co-located with the museum is the
Columbia Café which is a smaller version of the famous Columbia Restaurant, a Tampa landmark.

The museum exhibits are well done and have many tie-ins with
what we are doing on Egmont Key. It begins with some history
and artifacts of early Spanish explorers and the Native Americans
that they encountered. There is a short movie about Panfilo
Narvaez’s landing near Boca Ciega and the ill-fated exploration
that followed. There is also an extensive exhibit on the Seminole
Indian history in the Tampa bay area. We also got to experience
what is best described as a “multi-media” exhibit on the Seminole
Indian wars and their relocation to Arkansas to a reservation.

Other exhibits include the Spanish American War, World Wars |
and Il, the cigar industry, citrus, cattle and Ybor City. On the third
Group enjoying lunch during their trip floor there are exhibits that change periodically. The current one
to the Tampa Bay History Museum. is on the Negro Baseball leagues and their presence in the

For those that couldn’t attend the event, do not despair! Our reciprocal agreement is for a discounted
admission to the TBHC. If you have an individual EKA membership you get a discount for yourself and
an EKA Family Membership get discounts for the family.

Special Message From Our Shorebirds - Calling all Bird Stewards!

We are ready for you to protect our nests! Please contact Joyce Galardo
at galibird@tampabay.rr.com to schedule your watch. Many thanks for the
towels donated for us to use to go to the bird sanctuary. Please send more if you have them.

The next workday is June 19th i Mark your calendars now! See you on the island!
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Egmont Key Business

If you have any ideas or suggestions you would
like to see in future issues the Key Notes
newsletter, be sure to contact
Kakeleher@aol.com
Your suggestions and ideas will help to make
Key Notes a success!

View our past Egmont Key Alliance newsletters at:

http://www.orgsites.com/fl/egmontkeyalliance/ pgg2.php3

July 13" is the Alliance meeting at the Tampa Bay
Regional Planning Council Offices. Dinner at 6:30pm,
followed by meeting at 7:00pm. The meal will be pot

luck and the theme will be announced via e-mail.

Everyone is welcome. Drinks, cups, plates, etc. will
be provided. Let Amy Bradley know what you are
bringing. als639@juno.com

Come and renew your membership.
Your membership dollars assure the continued care
of our great little Island, and allows help our dedicated
all-volunteer group to continue its mission

7:00 pm General meeting begins
7:30 pm Guest Speaker
8:30 pm Adjournment

Meetings are held at the
Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council.
Address: 4000 Gateway Centre Blvd. Suite 100
Pinellas Park, Florida 33782. For directions go to:
http://www.tbrpc.org/about us/dirctions.shtml

A very big, thank you
and the Egmont Key Ferry for
providing transportation to the

Egmont Key Alliance volunteers

Richard Johnson é é President

Charlie Canerday é . Vice President
BarbaraSamuelé é . Secr et ary
Phil Sorensoné é é . Treasur er

Michael Sorah Janica Johnson
Nancy Whitford Cindi Para

Doug Bradley Mark Hubbard
Jan Platt Richard Sanchez

Visit our web site http://www.egmontkey.info

If you are not receiving Alliance emails, and would
like to be added, email Doug Bradley at
info@egmontkey.org
You will receive reminders for our monthly
meetings and workdays as well as information
about our outings and calendar updates.

Egmont Key Notes is published quarterly by the Egmont Key Alliance, Inc., a Citizen Support Organization designated by the State of Florida, Department of
Environmental Protection, Division of Recreation and Parks. Copyright © 2010, all rights reserved. Address all correspondence to: P.O. Box 66238, St. Pete Beach, FL
33736. Egmont Key Alliance, Inc. is a non-profit corporation designated by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501 (c)(3) organization. Contributions are tax-deductible.

Thanks to the volunteers of the Egmont Key Alliance, many of the historic structures on this island have been preserved. Alliance
members receive Egmont Key Notes, a quarterly newsletter, bi-monthly meeting notices and invitations to special events. Membership
starts at $25. Mail to P.O. Box 66238, St. Pete Beach 33736. For additional information, go to www.Egmontkey.info. If you are already a
member please take a moment to fill out the membership application/renewal form at the end of this newsletter and send it in to the
address on the application. Your support enables us to continue to “restore, preserve, and protect” Egmont Key. Remember,
because the Egmont Key Alliance is a not-for-profit organization your contribution is tax deductible. Give today!
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Egmont Key Alliance, Inc.
Membership Application

| 60d | i ke Jlt®od jloiikne t o

Name

Company

Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone ( )

E-Mail (please print clearly!)

If joining as a student, where are you attending school?

$100.00 Corporate $40.00 Family $25.00 Individual $15.00 Student

$750 Lifetime Member- single $1000 Lifetime Member- family
(Includes recognition for lifetime membership)

| 6d Idonkte$ t o

Please make your check payable tEgmont Key Alliance
And mail to: Egmont Key Alliance, Inc. P.O. Box 66238 St. Pete Beach, FL 33736

Thank you for your continued support!
Please visit our website siww.egmontkey.info

The Egmont Key Alliance, Inc. is a non-profit organization formed by the citizens of the community to support Egmont Key State Park
and is registered as a non-profit, tax-exempt corporation under section 501 ( ¢ ) ( 3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
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