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An open letter to Theresa LePore, Palm Beach County Elections Supervisor

November 8, 2000

Theresa LePore

Palm Beach County Elections Supervisor
Palm Beach County Governmental Center
301 North Olive Avenue, Room 105

West Palm Beach, FL 33401--4795

Fax: 355-4006

Dear Ms. LePore:

| am writing you concerning the design of our November 7 ballot and the effects it
may have had on our local - and seemingly also National - campaigns.

While | commend you for your attempt to construct a ballot which was legible and
clear, it appears that this attempt failed. As you know, the Democratic ticket is
second on the ballot, yet a voter who punched the second hole on the page would be
voting for Buchanan rather than Gore. Perhaps even more problematic is the fact
that a line appears above the word "DEMOCRATIC" which points to the ballot hole
for Buchanan, not to the one for Gore.

Did this matter? Consider the following: According to the incomplete results in this
morning's Palm Beach Post, Buchanan pulled in 3,040 votes in Palm Beach County,
or .79% of the total, while only .34% statewide. As Palm Beach County leans to the
left of statewide trends, .34% is likely to be a generous estimate of Buchanan's true
pull within our county. On this simple and very conservative analysis, the remaining
45% (.79-.34%) of Buchanan's votes were actually intended for Gore. That's roughly
1732 votes - according to this morning's televised numbers, enough to throw the
state - and the Presidency - from Bush to Gore:

Bush Gore Buchanan Nader Total Buchanan %
Palm Beach 137209 239545 3040 5083 384877 0.79%
Florida 2873834 2854829 19866 95828 5844357 0.34%

Estimated mistaken ballots 1732
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These numbers are, again, obviously based on a preliminary, simple analysis. But it
is not unlikely that this pattern will hold, and, if it does, it means that the will of the
people will not be honored.

| am writing you for two reasons:

First, | believe that it is your solemn responsibility to examine the election
results carefully and thoroughly, and to compare the results of this election in
our county both to prior elections in our county and to other counties within
Florida and the US. | urge you to consult with the best counsel you can find
(including statistical as well as legal experts) to examine whether bias exists,
that is, whether there has been a systematic distortion in our county-wide
results.

Second, if it is the case that poor ballot design has resulted in bias, | ask you
to acknowledge this with courage, integrity, and an openness to creative (yet
fair!) means of addressing this problem.

| appreciate the difficulty of the task that you face. My regards and appreciation for
your continued public service, and my encouragement at this contentious time.

Sincerely,

Kevin Lanning
Associate Professor of Psychology



