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Quota International of Fort Lauderdale, Inc.

THE QUOTA COLLECT                     

Quench in our hearts, O Lord, all fires of selfishness.

          Unfold to us the joys of true friendship.

Open our minds to a better understanding of service.

Teach us the real meaning of sharing.

And help us to hold high those principles of Quota for we stand.

Ethelda Mullen       Copyright Quota Club International, 1942
2009-10 SCHOLARSHIPS   CHAIR:  JOANNE JAYCOX -- BUDGET $6000, SPENT $5000
Committee:  Elizabeth Dittmar, Cindy Messina, Sue Gaughan, Carol Zeber
$1195 has been received in memory of Miriam Huckins.  The Scholarship Committee, Service Committee and Board recommend that Miriam’s scholarship be given in 2010 since all our applications were filled this year. 

MOTION:  Madame President, I move that the Miriam Huckins Scholarship be awarded in spring-summer of 2010 in the amount of money received by that date.  
GOD’S LITTLE LAMBS   CO-CHAIRS:  SHEILA MORRIS & EMILY McCRATER -- BUDGET $850, SPENT $539.30
The backpack and school supply program for the children of God’s Little Lambs was again a great success.  There were seventeen children this year either starting or going back to school on August 24th and each received their own backpack filled with goodies.

The backpacks were individually filled because each child received a new pair of shoes; size was important.  The children also received socks and two shirts.  In addition, there were crayons, glue, pencil boxes, scissors, pencils and sharpeners, and writing tablets.  The boys and girls were so excited.

Emily McCrater, Sheila Morris, Carol Zeber, Hanna Campbell and Bob Morris had a wonderful time giving these things to the children.  Lots of preparation time had gone into this project.  Cindy Messina and Kim Weis purchased and donated the backpacks.  Emily and Sheila purchased all the items in them, and then packed them.  Carol made up the gift cards.  Then, there was an extra blessing.  Bob Morris’ Rotary Club of Fort Lauderdale Beach co-sponsored this project with Quota by sharing the cost.  They gave the Club a check for $283.80.  

Not all of the children were present on the day Quota arrived to personally give each child their backpack, but the ones who were had a wonderful time.  Executive Director Carol Stevens was happy to fill up a corner of her office with the backpacks for those children who were absent.
Quota and Rotary made seventeen very needy children happy!
Tamarac Elementary School – (hearing impaired children)  
TEACHING TOOLS   CHAIR:  CAROL ZEBER -- BUDGET $500, Spent $512.82
The teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing at Tamarac Elementary school combined their orders for teaching tools, so we don’t know who ordered what; but, we do know the what.  The items have been ordered and our checks issued.  Teachers are anxiously awaiting – learning games, a prop-up table easel, an inflatable Globe, language games, English writing games, vowel teaching tubs, word picture wheels and writing tablets.  Apparently, the teacher who wanted the T-shirts changed her mind and ordered in the above list.
As a nice aside, one of the teachers this year is a new teacher.  She’s been substituting for awhile and this is her first permanent position.  She’s also deaf and was delighted that we helped her with her class supplies.  Of course they were all delighted and thanked us with great enthusiasm.

ANNUAL SIGNING SANTA PARTY   CHAIR:  ELLIE CONWAY -- BUDGET $600, SPENT $300
Committee:  Ellie Conway, Joanne Jaycox, and Carol Zeber, along with Quota Friends Bill Jaycox (Santa Claus), Chuck Huckins and Jamie Conway who may be willing to help again.

Ellie Conway has been in touch with teacher Nancyrose Peduzzi and the date of the Signing Santa party is Friday, December 11th.   Our Signing Santa Taras Dennis has retired, so Ellie is making arrangements to have a replacement.  Ellie is off to a running start, already purchasing items.  Carol Zeber will bring the cookies and candy this year.  
SEMINOLE MIDDLE SCHOOL (DEAF CHILDREN)   CHAIR:  GAYLE BRAMSON
RECIPE & COOKBOOK PROJECT  -- BUDGET $200, SPENT $0
MOTION:  Madame President, I move the approval of $200 to cover the cost of the recipe and cookbook project expense from the last school year.  There was misunderstanding as to whether this project incurred costs.  It is complete and payment has been made.
HEARING AID DONATIONS  CHAIR:  DOLORES TAYLOR  -- BUDGET  $ -0-
We continue to collect used, new or broken hearing aids for donation to the Center for Hearing and Communications.  Please give the hearing aids to Dolores Taylor.

H.O.M.E.S.   CO-CHAIRS:  CAROL ZEBER & MARIE KATZ – BUDGET $ -0-

H.O.M.E.S. is an organization that also works to help children who age out of foster care.  They were the only local organization that actually responded to my (and Marie Katz’) request for information about donating household goods and furniture.  We’re going to contact them and request a speaker for our November meeting.
PROVIDENCE PLACE   CHAIR:  CAROL ZEBER

MONTHLY SHOE BOXES -- BUDGET $100 (if needed)
Each month one of us (or a team) will wrap and fill one shoe box with nice little items for one of the mothers at Providence Place.  A sign-up sheet is going around.  Please keep your receipts and give them to the Treasurer.

SOUND BEGININGS    CHAIR:  DOLORES TAYLOR 
BUDGET $1500,  REQUESTING ADDITIONAL $500,  SPENT TO DATE  $750
This month we received two vouchers from QI and Siemens for seven-year-old Victor Nelson.  This makes a total of 8 children to whom our club has awarded hearing aids since the program’s inception!  Dolores Taylor has cultivated a great relationship with the Center for Hearing and Communications (CHC) and because of that, we’ve been able to identify and help children for half the actual cost.  CHC is paying the other half.   Except for the first child, the cost to the Club has been $250 each.
QI has distributed 41 hearing aid vouchers throughout the country and 59 remain. The deadlines this year are the same as last year - September 30th for applications to be received at the Quota International office and December 31st for the vouchers to be submitted to Siemens for the hearing aids. 

 

QI has heard informally from Siemens that they will be renewing the program for another year! They are making a video to put on their Web site. They will also be interviewing President Rosemary, President-elect Gwenn, and Treasurer Chris when they are all together at the East Area Meeting in October.  
QI has requested Siemens consider expanding the program to one or more other Quota countries and that they enable the new program to start up immediately on October 1st so that we don't lose the momentum of our clubs as we did last year. (We had a 3-1/2 month lag time before vouchers in the new program could be distributed.) QI is waiting to hear back on those matters.

 

Currently there are 16 children on a list at the Quota International office whose families have requested assistance. These children do not live in an area of a Quota club; or, the Quota club in their state or community has not responded to a request to consider helping them. QI is following up with all of these families to see if their children still need assistance. So far, only two clubs have contacted them to offer help for some of these children. 

One of those requests is from a former member of the Fort Lauderdale Club -- Lisa Dunn. Lisa is now living in North Carolina.  You’ll remember that her son, Ian, is deaf and that we assisted in helping him obtain hearing aids at one time.  Lisa has sought assistance from Quota International and the Sound Beginnings program.  QI has asked if we would help.  It is the recommendation of the Service Committee that Dolores Taylor contact Lisa and make arrangements to help Ian, limiting that help to $500.  

We are committed to pay for two children ($500). We potentially have two more local children on the horizon. If we do these things and plan to help Ian, we should increase the budget for Sound Beginnings to $2000.  That would allow us one more child, or two, if Ian’s costs are lower.
Dolores is also working with a public relations firm, Connect Public Relations, in an effort to publicize and promote the Sound Beginnings program.
MOTION:  I move that QI of Fort Lauderdale sponsor Ian Dunn through the Quota International Sound Beginnings program and that we provide financial assistance limited to not more than $500 for audiology and other associated costs

MARKHAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (MIGRANT CHILDREN)   CHAIR:  CAROL ZEBER 
Children (Pre-K and Kindergarten) come from underprivileged migrant families.  

TEACHING TOOLS, ETC. FOR THE CHILDREN -- BUDGET $300,  SPENT $320.15

· The migrant children of Markham Elementary have received a gently used stereo set with 5-CD play ability, record player, two tape player and radio combination.  To go with this new sound equipment, they received a 12-CD set of 400 nursery rhymes, fairy tales, and children’s songs.  Teacher Laura VanEpps uses music all year long to teach English, math, and many other things.  These children will also be receiving a publication, “Science Studies Weekly” from Quota.  It’s similar to “Weekly Readers”, but concentrates on simple science projects the children can put together.   Supplies such as batteries, tissues, cleaning hand sanitizers, a storage box, and a play pen to hold the children’s dolls were purchased by the two teachers.
· Thank you Notes:

“The stereo system is WONDERFUL! We are enjoying the CD's too. Thanks so much for making our classroom more musical and happy. I truly appreciate the Quota Club's assistance with supplies too. The children love the baby play pen and little computers in the room that will keep working with our rechargeable battery purchase.” 

- Laura VanEpps, Kindergarten Migrant Teacher

.”I am really thankful for your valuable contribution.  It makes a huge difference in our lives.” 

- Alina Cardenas, Pre K Migrant Teacher

OUTREACH IN THE NAME OF QUOTA  -- BUDGET $ -0-

JOANNE & BILL JAYCOX   Joanne and Bill continue to network and distribute items given to them where they can be best used.  This month they were given a huge amount of things from Boca Community Hospital and a wealthy lady who wanted to be sure the things she had donated were not sold, but given to those who needed them.  Joanne said it took her a half a day to sort and separate the items, which they then distributed to the Broward Outreach Center (two push-pedal cars), Markham Elementary, and a clinic for disadvantaged families.  There were over 90 children’s DVD’s, more diaper bags, baby monitors, formula and clothing for both men and women.

DOLORES AND DAVE TAYLOR  Dolores and David donated the following items to the Thomas D. Stephanis Unit of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Broward County:

1. Seven rockets, handbook and material for launching

2. A Canon 3.3 Digital Power Shot G1 digital camera with accessories and manual

3. 17 inch flat panel PC monitor

4. Color Printer with color cartridges

5. Box of Badminton Whirley Birds
CAROL AND KEN ZEBER  Carol and Ken donated the stereo set with 5-CD play ability, record player, two tape player and radio combination mentioned above to the migrant children at Markham Elementary.
Respectfully submitted,

Carol Zeber, Chair
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