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Quota International of Fort Lauderdale, Inc.

THE QUOTA COLLECT                     

Quench in our hearts, O Lord, all fires of selfishness.

Unfold to us the joys of true friendship.

Open our minds to a better understanding of service.

Teach us the real meaning of sharing.

And help us to hold high those principles of Quota for we stand.

Ethelda Mullen       Copyright Quota Club International, 1942
HAITI

The Board looked into the idea of pulling out all those old prescriptions which are not considered “out of date” in other countries, collecting them and donating them to the earthquake victims.  There are organizations that do this.  We were not, however able to make contact with them and the organizations we did talk to were not in a position to sort through the meds.  
Those who attended district conference in Coral Springs in 2008 will remember Sister Martha Ann Absire, a member of Quota International of Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Sister Martha is a member of the Congregation of the Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady (FMOL).  She co-founded the FMOL Haiti Mission Aquin, Haiti, in 1988.  Sister Martha gave a wonderful slide presentation about the mission and the children for whom they care.  We were all very impressed with the things being done by the mission.  Though she was not harmed, she was in Haiti at the time earthquake.  She is very familiar with those who can help most and suggests we work with an organization here in Florida – Hope for Haiti, the located in Naples.  (Apparently there are a number of branches.)  Sister Martha has worked with these people and knows their abilities.  In fact, on January 16th, they loaded two private planes with three doctors and four nurses and headed to Port-Au-Prince.  The group hand-carried a load of medical supplies and equipment.  Sister Martha has great confidence that our money will be well spent if we send it to this branch.  Past Governor Sheila Morris has great confidence in Sister Martha’s recommendation and so does the Chair of your Service Committee.
We’ll be voting on doing something at our March 11th meeting.  At your convenience, you might look at their web site for further information:  www.hopeforhaiti.com.

If we decide we’d like to collect items, it would be costly to get them to Naples.  Something to think about before deciding to do this:  Collecting random items can mean a great deal of additional work for volunteers trying to distribute them.  Deciding who needs what, sorting, packing and shipping is time consuming and costly -- packing materials, space to store while sorting, etc.  Bulk buying is much more efficient, prepackaged, and deals can be made to make the money go further.

SOUTH PLANTATION HIGH SCHOOL (DEAF CHILDREN
A request has been received to help send a team of four to compete in the annual Gallaudet University Academic Bowl.  This is an academic competition between other deaf and hard of hearing students.  The team will compete in a regional competition in St. Augustine, Florida in March.  If they place 1st, 2nd, or 3rd, they will travel to Washington, D. C. in April.  The Board is interested in either purchasing shirts for the team or providing spending money for the kids.  President Gayle Bramson was asked to inquire as to the amount of money still required, and whether shirts or spending money are viable methods to assist.  She will report at the February 2nd meeting.
TAMARAC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (DEAF CHILDREN)

$200 donation was received for the Signing Santa Christmas Party from Donald T. Huguelet who is a friend of Ellie Conway.  Cards for the children were made by Judy Smith during the month.
SOUND BEGINNINGS
Our oldest (23) candidate for hearing aids is Andrew Gauntlett.  Vouchers were mailed to the Center for Hearing and Communication on January 26th.   We owe a great deal to member Dolores Taylor for setting up this program and following through with all the many details required to get these hearing aids to the children and now our first young adult.
H.O.M.E.S.  CO-CHAIRS:  CAROL ZEBER & MARIE KATZ – BUDGET $600, SPENT $596.75
Dolores Taylor took a box of clothes to HOMES on December 15th.
PROVIDENCE PLACE   CHAIR:  JOANNE JAYCOX
Dolores Taylor took some very nice outfits to Providence Place on January 14th.  She says that place needs some sprucing up!   A thank you was received and given to Dolores.

Mary Wakefall, Volunteer Coordinator, sent thanks “for your donations of our special lady box, candy for our staff, candy for the families, and the nice bag of clothing.  Your commitment to helping homeless single mothers with their children in our community is sincerely appreciated.”

MONTHLY SHOE BOXES -- BUDGET $100 (if needed)   SPENT $ -0-
Future Shoe Boxes to be delivered to the Quota meeting of
     February 2nd Marie          March 2nd Dolores & Anamarie            April 6th Barb
OUTREACH IN THE NAME OF QUOTA   JOANNE & BILL JAYCOX   BUDGET $ -0-  Ongoing.
Respectfully submitted, Carol Zeber, Chair
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