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The Dawson Elementary School Parent Involvement Policy was jointly developed by school staff and parents of participating children. The policy is available to the local community and will be updated periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the school.
I.  Policy Involvement
In the fall of each school year, Dawson elementary School will conduct an Open House meeting at a convenient time. All parents will be invited and encouraged to attend.  In April, A Kindergarten Readiness activity will be held for all students enrolled in the Pre-Kindergarten Program. This program will introduce parents and students to the Kindergarten class and the curriculum.  In May a “Meet the Teachers Night will be held so that parents and students can meet their Childs next year teacher.” Welcome to first Grade Night” will be held for all in-coming first grade students and their parents.  Additional meetings will also be scheduled throughout the school year to meet the needs of parents and the school. Parents will participate in the planning, review, and improvement of programs at the school.
At these meetings, information about school programs, including Title I, and Cornerstone will be shared.  Teachers will discuss the curriculum in use at the school, various forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet.  This information will also be distributed in written form to parents in the Muscogee County School District Parent Guide.  Regular meetings to formulate suggestions and participate in decisions relating to the education of their children may be requested by parents.  If parents find the Title I School wide Plan unsatisfactory, they may submit comments on the plan when the school makes the plan available to Muscogee County School District.
II. Shared Responsibilities for High Student Academic Achievement
Parents and teachers will jointly develop a school compact that outlines how parents,    school, staff and students will share the responsibility for learning.  The compact will describe the school’s responsibility to provide high quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables students to meet the state’s academic achievement standards.  It will outline ways parents will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning, such as monitoring attendance, homework completion, and television viewing.  The compact will encourage parents to participate in the PACT program (Parent and Child Together Time) in their child’s classroom where they will participate in activities and decisions relating to the education of their children. 

The compact will address the importance of communication between the school and the home.  Communication will be facilitated through parent-teacher conferences, frequent 

Progress reports to parents, and reasonable parental access to staff and classrooms.

III. Building Capacity for Involvement
It is the policy of Dawson Elementary School to ensure effective involvement of parents.

Dawson Elementary School will develop a partnership among the school, parents and the community to improve academic achievement.  The Faculty and Staff of Dawson Elementary School will help parents understand the State’s academic content standards and the State’s student academic standards, State and Local assessments , and how to monitor their child’s progress and work with educators to improve the achievement of their children by distributing and discussing the Muscogee County School district Parent Guide.
Dawson elementary School will provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve achievement.  The Book Room/Resource Room will be available for Parents to check out material to assist them in working with their children at home.  Workshops on topics including literacy training and technology will help foster parental involvement.

Dawson Elementary School will educate and other school staff members on the value and utility of the contributions of parents to the academic achievement of their children.  Strategies on how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents will be shared with school staff.  Suggestions fro implementing and coordinating parent programs designed to build ties between parents and the school will be shared.
Parent involvement programs an activities will be coordinated and integrated with other programs such as Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading first, Even Start, the Home Instruction programs for Preschool Youngsters, and public preschool and other programs to encourage and support parents in participating more in the education of their children. 

In order to build capacity for involvement, it is the policy of Dawson Elementary School that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities will be sent to parents in a format that parents can understand.

It is also the policy of Dawson Elementary School that parents will be provided support for parental involvement activities upon request.

IV. Accessibility

It is the policy of Dawson Elementary School that all parents, including those with limited English proficiency, those with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, will have full opportunities to participate in parental involvement activities.  To the extent practicable, parents will be provided information and school reports in a format and language they can understand.
V.   Information From Parental Information and Resource Centers

It is the policy of Dawson Elementary School that parents of students enrolled in the school will be informed of the existence and purpose of the Regional Educational Services Agency (RESA) and the Georgia Learning Resources System (GLRS). Parents will be notified that training, resources, and support are available through these centers.
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