“A Grown Man Now”

Jane and Billy Schulz

DIGS, Inc.is a group of parents, caregivers, and concerned citizens who formed a 501C3 nonprofit corporation to Develop Independence, Growth and Security for the adults in our community.  The mission of DIGS, Inc is to provide safe housing, work and leisure opportunities for adults with developmental disabilities.  On May 23rd, DIGS, Inc. sponsored a presentation by Jane Schulz and her son Billy.
A graduate of Auburn University, Dr. Jane Schulz taught elementary and special education in public schools for five years and at Western Carolina University for more than twenty years.  She received a number of awards for teaching and was granted the Distinguished Service Award by the Exceptional Children’s Division of the North Carolina Department of Instruction.
Dr. Schulz is quick to tell you that her greatest honor is being “Billy’s Mom”.  A little over 50 years ago, Billy became a member of the Schulz family.  He is the next to youngest of four children, but has been an inspiration to his siblings.  Billy was diagnosed with Down Syndrome at the age of 18 months.  This was during a time when the school systems did not expect much from students with disabilities.  Jane made some extraordinary decisions – one being for Billy to attend an all black school – so he could be included in regular classes.  She wanted Billy to live life to his fullest potential.
Now as Jane and Billy give there talk side by side it is evident to anyone who watches them that she made the right decision many years ago.  Yes Billy needs some supervision – but he is living a full life.  Billy has worked for many years.  His present job is working at a local food center where he has recently been awarded a plaque for distinguished service for the past eight years.  He has also worked at a nursing home in the past where his favorite job was calling bingo.  He enjoys movies and bowling for entertainment.    

Some would say that Billy’s disabilities are evident at first sight, but many will say they are soon forgotten when he begins to tell his life story by elaborating on slides about his life. This past Saturday, May 23rd, in the Coosa Room at the Rome/Floyd Library, Billy presented his story to a room full of people.  A captive audience listened intently while Billy had them laughing one minute with tears in their eyes the next. 
Dr. Jane Schulz has written a book chronicling Billy’s arrival in the world and the impact he has had on his family, friends, and even strangers.  You can order a copy of “A Grown Man Now” from their web site, www.in2wit.com as well as learn more about their presentation.

To learn more about DIGS, Inc., as well as opportunities to help please visit their web site at www.orgsites.com/ga/digs. 
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