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Proposal for a Term Paper on a Shakespearean Topic

Type: Literary criticism

Title: Senecan Influences on Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus

Topic and subtopics: Seneca’s influence on Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus is particularly evident in two major areas: rhetoric and philosophy:

1. Rhetorical Devices of Senecan Tragedy (Thrall 446-448):

a. “conventional five-act division”

b. “stock characters”

c. “sensational themes…blood and lust…unnatural  

     crimes…motivated by revenge and leading to retribution”

d. “a highly rhetorical style”

e. “lack of careful character delineation”

f. “much use of introspection and soliloquy”

2. Philosophy: Senecan Stoicism: Seneca “centered his philosophy on questions of conduct…we are to follow virtue [duty] [and] distrust the emotions” (Reese 521).  For example, “The bravest sight in the world is to see a great man struggling against adversity” (Seneca 17).

Comments: The first part of the paper will include observations and interpretations of six to twelve brief passages from Titus Andronicus illustrating the six rhetorical devices Seneca also employed in his own tragedies.  The second part of the paper will feature a discussion of Seneca’s stoicism compared with Titus’ words and character.
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