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The White Elephant Assignment
A Unique, Thought-Provoking Major, Major Writing Assignment

Requiring Description, Research, Exposition, plus all the Usual Compositional Skills!

From Mr. Gerz

A 750-1,500+ Word Research Paper

(3-to-6 pages in MLA style, not including the Works Cited page)

· Introductory Paragraph
In this paragraph, you should discuss a number of things, including (but not limited to) the following:

1. that reality operates on different levels of meaning in spite of the fact that we seldom think about it

2. that you are going to demonstrate that this is so by considering various levels of meaning a specific statue of a white elephant demonstrates

3. that you will consider the elephant statue (and, by implication, all reality) within 5 specific levels of meaning: the objective, the representational, the imaginary, the symbolic, and the personal

· Body Section 1 - White Elephants on the Objective Level of Meaning
Obviously, you will have to define the word “objective” and cite your source(s) by using a good dictionary, one either online or in print.  I have good dictionaries in the classroom, and I have given you clear examples of how to do this both within the text and on the Works Cited page.  In this paragraph, you will, among other things, discuss whether white elephants actually exist or did exist in nature.  You will have to cite your sources both within your text as well as on your Works Cited page.

· Body Section 2 - White Elephants on the Representational Level of Meaning
Obviously, you will have to define the word “representational” and cite your source(s) by using a good dictionary.  In this paragraph, you will discuss how white elephants are experienced in art through various mediums such as statues, drawings, poems, music, paintings, etc.  You will have to cite any sources you use both within your text as well as on your Works Cited page.

· Body Section 3 - White Elephants on the Imaginary Level of Meaning
Obviously, you will have to define the word “imaginary” and cite your source(s) by using a good dictionary.  In this paragraph, you will discuss how white elephants are experienced through one’s imagination, such as in dreams, daydreams, and the willful use of one’s active mind.  Cite any sources you use both within your text as well as on your Works Cited page.

· Body Section 4 - White Elephants on the Symbolic Level of Meaning
Obviously, you will have to define the word “symbolic” and cite your source(s) by using a good dictionary.  In this paragraph, you will discuss how white elephants are experienced and interpreted through symbols and signs, such as are found in language, literature, myth, legend, etc.  Cite any sources you use both within your text as well as on your Works Cited page.

· Body Section 5 - White Elephants on the Personal Level of Meaning
Obviously, you will have to define the word “personal” and cite your source(s) by using a good dictionary.  In this paragraph, you will discuss what the white elephant Don Gerz’s Dad handed down to him means to him on a personal level.  You will have to use information from the interview of Don your peers conducted on April 15 & 16, 2004.  Cite the interview both within your text as well as on your Works Cited page.  I gave you the citation of the interview for your internal and external citation.

· Concluding Paragraph
In this paragraph, you should discuss a number of things, including (but not limited to) the following:

1. by using the statue of the white elephant, one can see how multi-layered reality and meaning actually are because all objects and ideas operate on various levels of meaning…just as the white elephant statue does!

2. that we must keep the complexity of reality in mind when we seek to understand it.

3. that we must keep the complexity of reality in mind when we seek to understand others in and outside our cultures.

