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	Students - This is the outline of the “White Elephant Assignment” in the correct MLA form.  Bill Smith is a fictitious student’s name I am using as an example to show you where your name goes in proper MLA formatting.  Come and see me if you have questions or require further clarifications.  - Mr. Gerz


Bill Smith

Mr. Gerz

British Literature and Composition

April 19, 2004

White Elephants: Five Levels of Meaning

I - The Introduction of the Paper
In this section, you should discuss a number of things, including (but not limited to) the following:

1. that reality operates on different levels of meaning in spite of the fact that we seldom think about it

2. that you are going to demonstrate that this is so by considering various levels of meaning a specific statue of a white elephant demonstrates
3. that you will consider the elephant statue (and, by implication, all reality) within 5 specific levels of meaning: the objective, the representational, the imaginary, the symbolic, and the personal
(Below, highlighted in green, please find an example of a typical introductory paragraph.  Obviously, you will have to write your own introductory paragraph!  - Mr. Gerz)

Although we seldom think about it, there is considerably more to anything than what we at first perceive or believe there to be.  Even the simplest objects and ideas are much richer in meaning than at first glance.  All reality, all concrete objects, all abstractions, such as ideas, qualities, and values, are incredibly complex when we consider how they exist on various levels of reality (Quinion).  These different levels of realty are equivalent to diverse levels of meaning and to different senses and shades of meaning (Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary).  For example, as I consider the statue of a white elephant I see before me, I can think of many levels upon which white elephants (indeed anything) exist.  These levels of meaning include the objective, representational, imaginary, symbolic, and personal levels.  No doubt, there are more, but I will consider these five levels of meaning of reality when considering the white elephant on my teacher’s desk.
II - The Objective Meaning of White Elephants
You will have to define the word “objective” and cite your source(s) by using a good dictionary, one either online or in print.  I have good dictionaries in the classroom, and I have given you clear examples of how to do this both within the text and on the Works Cited page.  In this paragraph, you will, among other things, discuss whether white elephants actually exist or did exist in nature.  You will have to cite your sources both within your text as well as on your Works Cited page.
III - Representational Meanings of White Elephants
Obviously, you will have to define the word “representational” and cite your source(s) by using a good dictionary.  In this paragraph, you will discuss how white elephants are experienced in art through various mediums such as statues, drawings, poems, music, paintings, etc.  You will have to cite any sources you use both within your text as well as on your Works Cited page.
IV - Imaginary Meanings of White Elephants
You will have to define the word “imaginary” and cite your source(s) by using a good dictionary.  In this paragraph, you will discuss how white elephants are experienced through one’s imagination, such as in dreams, daydreams, and the willful use of one’s active mind.  Cite any sources you use both within your text as well as on your Works Cited page.
V - Symbolic Meanings of White Elephants
Obviously, you will have to define the word “symbolic” and cite your source(s) by using a good dictionary.  In this paragraph, you will discuss how white elephants are experienced and interpreted through symbols and signs, such as are found in language, literature, myth, legend, etc.  Cite any sources you use both within your text as well as on your Works Cited page.
VI - Personal Meanings of White Elephants
You will have to define the word “personal” and cite your source(s) by using a good dictionary.  In this paragraph, you will discuss what the white elephant Mr. Gerz’s father handed down to him means to him on a personal level.  You will have to use information from the interview of Mr. Gerz your peers conducted on April 15 & 16, 2004.  Cite the interview both within your text as well as on your Works Cited page.  I gave you the citation of the interview for your internal and external citation.
VII - The Conclusion of the Paper
In this paragraph, you should discuss a number of things, including (but not limited to) the following:

1. by using the statue of the white elephant, one can see how multi-layered reality and meaning actually are because all objects and ideas operate on various levels of meaning…just as the white elephant statue does!

2. that we must keep the complexity of reality in mind when we seek to understand it.

3. that we must keep the complexity of reality in mind when we seek to understand others in and outside our cultures.

See a sample Works Cited page on the next page.

(It is highlighted in green.)
Obviously, for YOUR paper, you will have to research

and use the sources you find on your own.
                                                                                                                             - Mr. Gerz
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