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I-Search Assignment Proposal: Bodily Harm


In this “I-Search” project I will reveal and dramatize some of the various implications of life associated with the unfortunate necessity of attempting to peacefully co-exist with my own body.  The humor and ideas of authors and thinkers such as Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., John Kennedy, 

Ernest Hemingway, William Wordsworth, Rene Descartes, Jesus, Plato, Socrates, and Buddha, as well as my own experiences and ideas, will be employed to support my essay’s central thesis and give critical weight to my principal argument that:

“One’s body is a necessary evil designed by a God with a dark sense of humor for purposes infinitely beyond the scope of human reason.”

                                                                                         --- Donald Gerz
In addition to refuting the implications of the thought, perceptions, and ethos of Aristotle, 

St. Thomas Aquinas, Bertrand Russell, Hugh Hefner, and Ian Fleming on the glorification of physicality, I propose to demolish this postmodern culture’s obsession and deification of the material and corporeal world, replacing in its stead the reckless and fervid pursuit of life without end and without colds, cancer, and taxes as well.  I will attempt, however, to preserve and defend those pursuits and pleasures of the flesh so admirably suited to the body’s unique nature, i.e., food, drink, and sex.

All of this will not be accomplished in the first five hundred words of my proposed essay, or even in the first one thousand; but I will make a start.

