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Donald A. Gerz

3084 Alberta Drive / Marietta, GA  30062

770-973-2048 / dongerz@bellsouth.net
EDUCATION
College Preparatory (1961-1965)

Jesuit College Preparatory School / Dallas, Texas

Bachelor of Arts Degree: English and Philosophy (1965-1970)

Stephen F. Austin State University / Nacogdoches, Texas
Additional Studies in Philosophy (1972-1973)

Southern Methodist University / Dallas, Texas

Additional Studies in Psychology (1990-1992)

Kennesaw State University / Kennesaw, Georgia
· Developmental Psychology (A)

· Social Psychology (A)

· Theories of Perception (B)

· Experimental Psychology (A)

· Research Methodology of Psychology (A)

· Statistical Analysis in Psychology (A)

· General Psychology (A)

Additional Studies: English and Secondary Education (1998-2004)

Kennesaw State University / Kennesaw, Georgia

· Language and Linguistics (A)
· Critical Theory (A)

· African-American Literature (A)

· Teaching Shakespeare in the High School Setting (A)

· Instructional Strategies in Reading and Adolescent Literature (A)

· Studies in 19th Century British Literature (A)
· Principles of Teaching Writing (A)

· Teaching Grammar (A)

· Literary Studies in Film (A)

· Multicultural Perspectives in Teaching and Learning (A)

· Education of Exceptional Students (A)

· Learning, Motivation, and Classroom Management (A)

· Schools and Teaching in a Changing Society (A)
Continuing Education (Summer 2003)
· Strategies for Teaching Students with Learning Disabilities and Attention Deficit Disorders, Tourette Syndrome, Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder, and Executive Dysfunction (Excellent Rating)
GUEST LECTURE AT KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY

· Critical Theory: “Critical Theory and the Boy in the Sycamore Tree: An Informal Lecture in Search of a Story in Search of an Informal Lecture”  (February 26, 2007)

RECENT THESIS PAPERS

· Linguistics: "Language-Based Learning Disorders and Language Development" (Summer 2004)

· Critical Theory: "Personal Mythologies: Meaning and Truth in Tall Tales and Other Narratives" (Spring 2004)

· African-American Literature: "Aesthetics of the Harlem Renaissance and Its Effects on American Literature" (Summer 2003)

· Shakespeare: "Senecan Rhetoric and Stoicism in Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus" (Summer 2002)

· Nineteenth Century British Literature: "Persistence of Personality in Vampires from Folklore, Literature, and Film" (Summer 2001)
· Film and Literature: "Effects of Divergent Christian Theologies on South Africa’s Struggle for Social Equality and Political Enfranchisement" (Fall 2000)
· Grammar and Composition: "Inside the Belly of the Language Whale: Teaching Grammar within a Comprehensive Writing Process" (Summer 2000)
MOST RECENT PUBLICATIONS

· "Language-Based Learning Disorders and Language Development: Surmounting the 'Insurmountable.'"  (Paper.)  Connections.  The Georgia Council of Teachers of English: Columbus, Georgia.  2005.
· “Guido’s Gift” (Poem.)  Shout Them from the Mountain Tops: Georgia Poems.  2003.
TEACHING, PROFESSIONAL, AND BUSINESS EXPERIENCE

· September 2007 - Present --- Substitute Teacher at The Walker School’s Upper and Middle Schools (http://www.thewalkerschool.org/index.html) and Private Tutor: Grammar, syntax, mechanics, and style; the writing process (especially essays and reports); research and citation practices; SAT (Verbal) preparation (especially the new written portion); comprehending and writing about academic topics and life in general; homework/project tutoring; organization and time management (assignment tracking, organization of papers and binders, study planning, and goal setting); listening skills and following directions, managing and presenting information, effective note-taking; improving speaking skills, reading, study techniques, using notes effectively, and decoding textbooks; test-taking strategies for multiple-choice and essay tests, as well as conquering test anxiety; more.
· August 2000 - January 2007 (Retired) --- Mill Springs Academy / Upper School Teacher of World Literature and Composition (9th grade), Honors World Literature and Composition (9th grade), and Honors British Literature and Composition (11th grade) 13660 New Providence Road / Alpharetta, GA 30004 / 770-360-1336 / Fax 770-360-1341 / BRUCE BROWNLOW, Upper School Director and Supervisor: 678-893-7812 / bbrownlow@millsprings.org / http://www.millsprings.org/Schools/Upper.htm.
· April 1998 - August 2000 --- The Bridge Family Center (School in a Psychiatric Hospital) / High School Teacher / 1559 Johnson Road, NW / Atlanta, GA 30318 (404) 792-0070 / DENNIS ATTICK, Principal and Supervisor: 404-446-1546 dattick@thebridge-Atlanta.org.
· May 1993 - January 1998 --- Hillside, Inc. (Psychiatric Hospital) / Behavioral Specialist and Educational Assistant on the Evaluation and Stabilization Wing / 690 Courtenay Drive NE / Atlanta, GA 30306 / Administration: (404) 892-2201 / Human Resources: HumanRes@Hside.org / http://www.hside.org/ http://www.hside.org/contact.asp.
· September 1989 - February 1993 --- The Devereux Foundation (Psychiatric Hospital) Mental Health Technician and Tutor on the Evaluation and Stabilization Wing / 1291 Stanley Rd NW, Kennesaw, GA 30152 (770) 427-0147 / Human Resources: (800) 345-1292 http://www.devereux.org/site/PageServer?pagename=hr_index.
· September 1988 – January 1989 --- Waldenbooks and More / Bookseller / 1197 Johnson Ferry Road / Marietta, GA 30068 (Store No Longer Solvent) / Subsidiary of Borders Group, Inc. / 100 Phoenix Drive Ann Arbor, MI 48108 / 734.477.1100.
· June 1988 – September 1988 --- C. Dickens Fine, Rare, and Collectible Books Bookseller / Most Recent Address: 56 East Andrews Drive NW, Atlanta, GA 30305 http://www.cdickens.com/default.htm / Voice: 404-231-3825 / Fax: 404-233-8420.
· March 1988 - June 1988 --- Charter Brook Hospital (No Longer Solvent) / Consulting Manager for Referral Development / Former Address and Phone Number: 3919 North Peachtree Road / Atlanta, GA 30341 / 404-457-8315.
· August 1987 - March 1988 --- Kroger Sprayberry Crossing Store / Deli Clerk / 2550 Sandy Plains Road / Marietta, GA 30062 (No Longer Solvent) / The Kroger Company 2175 Parklake Drive, NE Atlanta, GA 30345 / Manager of Human Resources / Fax: 770.496.5376.

· April 1987 - August 1987 --- The Monson Corporation / Wholesale Hardware Salesman / Last Known Address and Phone Number: 1109 Jennings Drive Woodstock, GA 30108 / 404-664-8024.
· March 1986 - March 1987 --- Cobe Laboratories, Inc., Medical Systems Division: BCT Southeastern Territory Manager of Marketing, Service, and Sales of Clinical and Research Instrumentation to Hematology and Apheresis Laboratories / 1185 Oak Street, Lakewood, Colorado 80215 (303) 232-6800 / Fax: (303) 231-4545.  http://www.fundinguniverse.com/company-histories/COBE-Laboratories-Inc-Company-History.html. 
· March 1979 - October 1985 --- Miles Scientific (Lab-Tek) Division / Southeastern United States Territory Manager of Marketing, Service, and Sales of Clinical and Research Instrumentation to Histology and Cytology Laboratories / (Formerly Owned by Miles Laboratories, Inc., Subsidiary of Bayer A.G.) / Last Known Address and Phone Number: 1127 Myrtle Street, Elkhart, Indiana, 46515 (219) 264-8111.
· February 1978 - February 1979 --- The EMKO Company (Sold to Schering-Plough Corporation in 1978) / Southeastern United States Territory Manager of Marketing and Sales of Gynecological Products / Last Known Address and Phone Number: 2000 Galloping Hill Road / Kenilworth, NJ 07033 / 908-298-4000.
· August 1976 - November 1977 --- Vicks Professional Division of Richardson-Merrell, Inc. (Division Phased Out in 1977) / Southeastern United States Territory Manager of Marketing and Sales of Dental Products / Last Known Address and Phone Number: 10 Westport Road / Wilton, CT 06897 / 203-762-2222.
· August 1973 – May 1976 --- Jesuit College Preparatory School / High School Teacher of English and Religion / 12345 Inwood Road / Dallas, TX 75244 / Voice: (972) 387-8700 / Fax: (972) 661-9349 / http://www.jesuitcp.org/contact.html.
· January 1973 - May 1973 --- Churchill Way School (No Longer Solvent) / Middle School Teacher of English / Former Address: 13482 Churchill Way / Dallas, TX 75230.
· June 1971 – December 1972 --- Ward’s Cut-Rate Drug Stores: Dallas Central Warehouse (Sold to Eckerd/Rite Aid Drugs) / Warehouseman / Former Address: Harry Hines Boulevard / Dallas, Texas / http://www.eckerd.com/index.html.
· August 1970 - May 1971 --- Ursuline Academy of Dallas / High School Teacher of English / 4900 Walnut Hill Lane / Dallas, TX 75229 / 469-232-1800 / Fax: 469-232-1836.  http://www.ursulinedallas.org/.
ACCOMPLISHMENTS and AWARDS
· Received the Star Teacher of the Year Award (April 2002) from Georgia Perimeter College.
· Received the prestigious Lewis Award (June 2003) as Mill Springs Academy’s “Teacher of the Year.”
· In 2007, voted by Mill Springs Academy’s Upper School students as “The Teacher from Whom We Learned the Most.”
· Yearbook Dedication (Mill Springs Academy: 2006-2007)
· Co-chaired Standards 10 and 12 Committees (curriculum and schedule standards) of the successful attainment of Mill Springs Academy’s SACS/SAIS Dual Accreditation in 2006.
· Planned and taught the Upper School’s first courses in “Introduction to Psychology” and “Philosophy of Ethics.”
· Transformed Mill Springs Academy’s writing program.  Upper School students now routinely write research and thesis papers of four-to-twelve pages in Modern Language Association form using proper internal and external citations.  As well, Upper School students now consistently write acceptable-to-exceptional narrative, expository, persuasive, and personal essays featuring grade-level and above grade level grammar, usage, style, vocabulary, punctuation, and mechanics.
· Designed and facilitated six successful writers’ workshops from 2000 to 2007 during Mill Springs Academy’s “Winter Learning.”  Mill Springs Academy's Writers' Workshop is a gathering of fellow college prep student artists working individually and collaboratively under a teacher’s guidance to produce outstanding works of creative, innovative, and interesting fiction, poetry, journalism, prose-poetry, essays, humor, drama, experimental works, satire, and many other forms of inventive literary pieces.  The workshop's goals are to focus on new material; edit, improve, and redraft previous pieces; present works in progress to peers in an open and supportive writers' community; and publish student work in campus journals as well as on a worldwide Website (http://www.orgsites.com/ga/writers_workshop/).
· Chaired the Improvement of Instruction (IOI) Program during the 2000-’01 year.
· Revamped the Upper School’s Summer Reading Program (Spring 2002).
· Participated in six continuing education seminars at GISA conferences in 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, and 2005.
· Author of Myth and the Heroic Archetype in Literature and Film Studies, a 100-slide PowerPoint lecture on the nature and uses of myth in literature and popular culture.
· Prepared and conducted psychology courses utilizing Eric Fromm's ethical philosophy and humanistic psychology, Man for Himself: an Inquiry into the Psychology of Ethics.
· Designed, conducted, and presented film seminars entitled, Extraordinary Ordinaries in Film History: the Chaplin Effect and The Heroic Archetype in the Star Wars and Matrix Films during Mill Springs Academy’s “Winter Learning.”
· Assigned and evaluated essays, research and term papers, creative prose, and poetry to correlate students' pertinent experiences and concerns with academic objectives.  Counseled with students to decipher and resolve motivational issues before they had a negative effect on performance and evaluation.  Conducted parent/teacher conferences designed to enable parents and guardians to assist, encourage, and reinforce positive efforts and favorable performance of students.
· Developed lesson plans for and conducted courses in grammar, usage, vocabulary, composition, rhetoric, logic, philosophy of ethics, theology, and introduction to psychology as well as American, English, world and classical literary surveys, world and U.S. history, world geography, civics, basic mathematics, and physical science.
· Author of humanistic values with three unpublished manuscripts: Raids on the Inarticulate: Artifacts of an Experience (reflections, aphorisms, observations, and realizations on the vocation of the human person); Notes in the Key of Happiness (meditations on the history of individual and group thought and action for the common good); and Burnt Offerings: Collected Poems: 1968-2007.
· Developed successful teaching techniques enabling students to generate, edit, and analyze their own creative writing and journalism.  Created, wrote, edited, word-processed, and desktop published The Eagle's View, a monthly newsletter for adolescents emphasizing community values and personal development.
· Recognized by the Alabama Society for Histotechnology as Outstanding Representative (1982).
· Have over thirteen years of experience drafting effective proposals, correspondence, and marketing materials for the clinical, academic, research, and medical communities.  Possess the experience and qualifications to impart the essentials of effective writing skills in the professional business setting.
ONLINE ASSISTANCE AND EXAMPLES FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS
· College Preparatory Assistance in Reading, Writing, Literature, and Research: http://www.orgsites.com/ga/millsprings/index.html.
· A Portfolio of Literary, Academic, and Teaching Works: 1968-Present: http://www.orgsites.com/ga/donald-gerz-literary-academic-works/index.html.
· Writers’ Workshop: 2001-2007: http://www.orgsites.com/ga/writers_workshop/.



Note: All of my teaching, academic, and related credentials, experience, and accomplishments are highlighted in yellow.  Please scroll down to the end of this 6-page document to see all of this information.  – Don Gerz








