Professional Highlights of

Donald A. Gerz’s Teaching and Business Careers

· Elementary schooling and secondary education (Jesuit College Preparatory School) in Dallas, Texas; Bachelor of Arts degree in English and philosophy at Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches, Texas; president of Stephen F. Austin State University philosophy society, The Academy (1968-1970).
· Taught for five years in Dallas, Texas at two college preparatory schools (Jesuit College Preparatory School and Ursuline Academy) in the fields of literature, grammar, composition, logic, psychology, history, and philosophy.  Additionally, pursued postgraduate studies in philosophy at SMU (Southern Methodist University) in Dallas, Texas.

· For thirteen years (half of the Seventies and most of the Eighties), traveled throughout the southeastern United States as a sales and marketing manager for companies (Miles Scientific Corporation, Cobe Laboratories, Vick Chemical Corporation, and others) that design and manufacture medical, research, and hospital laboratory equipment and systems.

· From 1990 to 2004, studied additional subjects in psychology, English, and secondary English education at Kennesaw State University in Kennesaw, Georgia.  Presently hold a 3.96 grade point average out of a possible 4.0 at that university.
· For eleven years between 1989 and 2000, served as a teacher and counselor of adolescents in residential mental health settings in the Atlanta, Georgia area.
· In August 2000, was recruited by Mill Springs Academy’s Upper School as an American literature and composition, philosophy of ethics, applied mathematics, and grammar and composition teacher.  In August 2001, appointed as a teacher of psychology, British literature and composition, and world literature and composition.  From August 2002 to January 2007, taught world literature, British literature, and honors world and British literature, as well as Writers’ Workshop and Film Seminar during Winter Learning: 2001-2007.

· Received the 2002 Star Teacher of the Year Award from Georgia Perimeter College, Mill Springs Academy's 2003 Nelle Lewis Award for excellence in the art of teaching, and the 2007 Teacher of the Year Award at Mill Springs Academy.

· Most recent publication is "Language-Based Learning Disorders and Language Development: Surmounting the 'Insurmountable,'" as found in Connections (2005), published by The Georgia Council of Teachers of English: Columbus, Georgia.

· Recent thesis papers: "Language-Based Learning Disorders and Language Development" (Linguistics: Summer 2004); "Personal Mythologies: Meaning and Truth in Tall Tales and Other Narratives" (Critical Theory: Spring 2004); "Effects of the Aesthetics of the Harlem Renaissance on American Literature" (African-American Literature: Summer 2003); "Senecan Rhetoric and Stoicism in Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus" (Shakespeare: Summer 2002); "Persistence of Personality in Vampires from Folklore, Literature, and Film" (Nineteenth Century British Literature: Summer 2001); "Effects of Divergent Christian Theologies on South Africa’s Struggle for Social Equality and Political Enfranchisement" (Film and Literature: Fall 2000); and "Inside the Belly of the Language Whale: Teaching Grammar within a Comprehensive Writing Process" (Grammar and Composition: Summer 2000).
· Main literary and philosophical works: Raids on the Inarticulate: Artifacts of an Experience (reflections, essays, and poems), and Burnt Offerings: Collected Poems, 1968-2007.
· After twenty-two years of high school teaching, retired from that profession on January 12, 2007 (the last day of Writers’ Workshop VII at Mill Springs Academy) to devote more time and energy reading, researching, writing, and pursuing personal literary goals and achievements.
