Why Johnny and Suzie Cannot Write Well
By Donald Gerz, B.A.

“Examples are not just the main means of teaching;

they are the only means.”  --- Albert Einstein
__________________________
I have been teaching writing for over thirty-six years now, and it is one of the more difficult tasks I have had as a college preparatory English teacher.  The reasons for poor writing abound.  Here is a partial list:

· The regular reading of good literature by important family members in the household has been on the wane now for at least fifty years in the United States.  Children must grow up with good examples of good-to-great writing around them constantly before they even go to school.
· Today, most parents no longer require their children to read and appreciate excellent literature as they grow up.

· By the time most children arrive in high school, if they have not developed an ear for good literature through the habit of reading it at home as they develop cognitively and emotionally, they will not be able to differentiate good from mediocre writing as they enter the high school classroom.

· If children cannot differentiate good literature from mediocre literature, they have no reliable literary patterns on which to base their own writing skills.

In my English classes, I address the pattern described above by using the following strategies:

1.) Daily warm-up exercises using examples of good writing

2.) Guest speakers who supply perspectives and examples on good writing, point-of-view, college education, and different societies and cultures

3.) Good literary examples by myself

As you can see from considering how reading and writing are being addressed in our culture and in our society today, especially in the home, the only way to teach students to write effectively, is to show them examples of good writing and require them to hone their linguistic skills on these sound literary patterns.

Oh, yes: Learning to write well does not happen overnight.

It takes a lifetime to correct the problem of educational neglect in the home.
