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FAMOUS ITALIANS  

Joseph Torre 

 
 

Joseph Paul Torre (born July 18, 1940 in Brooklyn, New York) is the 

current manager of the Los Angeles Dodgers and a former Major League 

Baseball player. He played for the Milwaukee/Atlanta Braves, New York 

Mets and the St. Louis Cardinals. Upon his retirement as a player, he later 

managed all three teams. However, it is his 12 year tenure as manager of 

the New York Yankees for which Torre is best known. He had a fairly 

unimpressive managerial record with the Mets, Braves, and Cardinals, but 

during Torre's tenure as manager of the Yankees, from 1996 to 2007, the 

Yankees reached the post season each year and won ten American League 

East Division titles, six American League pennants, and four World Se-

ries titles, in addition to compiling a .605 winning percentage with them. 

With 2,173 wins (through May 10, 2009), he presently ranks 6th in all-

time Major League Baseball all-time managerial wins. 
 

Joe Torre began his career in Major League, 25 September 1960 with the 

Milwaukee Braves. Just in his first at bat, he made his first Basehit in the 

game against the St. Louis Cardinals. Mainly, he was positioned as a 

catcher, but also played on the position of the First Baseman. 1961 Torre occupied in the election for 

Rookie of the Year (Rookie of the Year) in second place behind Billy Williams. 
 

In the years 1963 to 1967 he was appointed as an All Star, 1965, he won the Gold Glove at his position 

as a catcher. On 17 March 1969, he moved in an exchange with Orlando Cepeda to the St. Louis Cardi-

nals. The Cardinals needed above all the skills Torres as batsman so that he at this station mainly as 1st 

Baseman has been used. Outstanding performances in the 1971 season earned him the award for the 

Most Valuable Player of the National League one. Four other appeals to the All-Star team from 1970 to 

1973 were also to be beech. 
 

Joe Torre (September 2005) 

In 1975 he moved to the New York Mets, whose manager he 

was in May 1977. As Torre, the double burden as a player and 

manager would not bear, he finished at the age of 37 years, his 

player career. For the Mets, he remained until 1981, after he 

moved to the Atlanta Braves. Here he won the Division title of 

the National League West 1982, a second and a third place fol-

lowed. 
 

Torre then moved into the commentary team of the California 

Angels, but returned in August 1990 as manager of the St. 

Louis Cardinals back. So every time Torre had his team, for 

which he was active as a player, even the manager Item exer-

cised. Also there were denied him greater success, which means 

that he was dismissed in mid-1995. 

 

 



Without ever as a player or manager in the American League to have been acting under Torre wrote on 2 

November 1995 signed a contract in his home city of New York at the New York Yankees. Already in 

his first season he led the Yankees in the World Series, Torre is neither a player nor as a manager and 

had won the title against the Atlanta Braves. In Torres tenure Yankees then reached the playoffs each 

year. 1997 subject to the Cleveland Indians in the American League, but from 1998 to 2000 to celebrate 

the Yankees three times in a row winning the championship. Opponents were the San Diego Padres, At-

lanta Braves and the New York Mets. 2001 and 2003, the Yankees win the American League, but were 

subject to the World Series against the Arizona Diamondbacks and the Florida Marlins. 
 

Joe Torre was a total of twelve years manager of the Yankees, with owner George Steinbrenner, the 

longest tenure of a manager. On 7 Torre won in May 2006 against the Texas Rangers his 1000th Game 

as manager of the Yankees. Unhappy about the offer of reduced financial Steinbrenner Torre rejected 

the offer to contract extension for the 2008 season and moved to the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Personal 

Torre has one son, Michael, by his first wife, Jackie, whom he married in 1963. He has two daughters, 

Lauren and Christina, by his second wife, Dani, whom he married in 1968. Both marriages ended in di-

vorce. On August 23, 1987, he married Alice (Ali) Wolterman. They have a daughter, Andrea. 

His older brother, Frank was also a Major League Baseball player. He also had another brother, Rocco, 

who died in 1996. 

Torre was treated for prostate cancer in 1999. 
 

He is an avid thoroughbred horse racing enthusiast. He is a part 

owner of Sis City, winner of the 2005 Ashland Stakes at Keene-

land Race Course. She had been the dominant 3-year-old filly that 

year until finishing fourth in the May 6 Kentucky Oaks. How-

ever, a few weeks later on June 26, Wild Desert, in which Torre 

is also a partner, won the $1 million Queen's Plate, the first leg of 

the Canadian Triple Crown. Wild Desert is also partially owned 

by Keith Jones, an NHL player. 
 

On December 14, 2005, Torre carried the Olympic Torch in Flor-

ence, Italy, running it 405 meters, ending at the world famous 

Ponte Vecchio Bridge. 
 

In 1997, Torre's autobiography, Chasing the Dream, was re-

leased. Later, he authored an advice book, titled Joe Torre's 

Ground Rules for Winners.[14] His third book, The Yankee Years, 

was released in February 2009. The book, co-authored by Sports 

Illustrated writer Tom Verducci, details Torre's tenure as man-

ager of the New York Yankees.[15] His first television interview 

discussing his book was with Larry King on January 30, 2009. 
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