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Sons of Italy is a fraternal organization dedicated to promoting Italian 

culture and  heritage.   Our motto is "liberty, equality, and fraternity" 
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THE ADVENTURES OF WALLY & CHRISTINE BEARD 

ULTIMATE AFRICA  

 Where have we been, you askéwell on March 16th  we boarded Delta Flight 200 

bound for Johannesburg, South Africaé15 hours non-stop!  When we arrived, we 

spent a day recovering, meeting with our group, Overseas Adventure Travel (14 

travelers in all), and then we were off to Zimbabwe, and to our Lodge in  Botswana.  

Our sleeping accommodations were tentsénot the Boy Scout type, but more 

permanent with hot and cold running water, beds, flush toilets and showersénot 

too shabby!   

The days usually started at 5:00am with a wake -up call, breakfast at 5:30am and 

off on a game drive at 6:00am. We had excellent driver/guides throughout our 

stay, who were continually on the search for wild animals, birds and whatever.  We 

ventured out on our game drives in Land Rovers that would hold up to six people 

comfortablyéfrankly they are a great off the road vehicle, they never failed us.  The 

roads were basically two ruts which we followedéit was against Park Rules to create 

ñnew ruts!ò Around 9:00am or so, we would stop for a ñtea breakò where we were 

served tea or coffee an d some snack ñgoodies.ò  We would then resume our game 

drive until around 10:30am and then back to the lodge for lunchéa rest period, and 

then we would be off for a game drive around 4:00pm which usually lasted to 

ñheadlightò timeéof course, we would have what they called a daily ñSundownerò 

where the guides would set up a bar with some snacks. There were several 

ñspotlightò game drives where we looked for animals in the darkness (rarely saw 

any.) Lunch was usually at the Lodge, but on some occasions the st aff would serve 

lunch in the ñwild.ñ That was a typical dayéon several occasions we had the 

opportunity to venture out on water -craft looking for mammals and wild life that 

frequented the Delta, rivers, lakes, etc.  One of the highlights was near the end o f 

the trip, when we saw a ñLion Killò where  Lions and their cubs were finalizing their 

capture of a Water Buffaloé12 hours later there was nothing but the horns and 

skull remaining!   

Countries that we visited included South Africa, Zimbabwe, Botswana, 

Zam biaéVisaôs were necessary in Zimbabwe and Zambia.  It seemed that wherever 

we went they were checking and stamping our passports.  In each of the countries 

that we visited we would stay in National Parks with a complete self -sustaining 

Lodge and tents.  We  traveled between Countries on 12 passenger and 4 passenger 

Cessna airplaneséthe air fields were either grass or dirt and were referred to as 

ñbush airfieldsò as there were NO signs, buildings, hangers or anythingéone did 

have an enclosed outdoor toilet.  

  



4 
 

 Animals that we saw included, but were not limited to: Water Buffaloes, Elephants, 

Impalas, Sables (of the Antelope family), Jackals, Wart Hogs, Lions, Great Kudus, 

ñDung Beetles,ò Giraffes, Monkeys, Baboons, Leopard Tortoise, Wildebeest, Zebras, 

Hippoôs, Élans, Ostriches, no Leopards (kept looking for them, but no results.), Wild 

Dogs.  We saw the animals in several locations, some in large groups and some 

ñlonesomeò ones.   

For the bird lovers, it was a natureôs paradiseéa few that we saw were:  Red 

Hor nbill, Red Billed Ibis, White Doves, Grey Hooded Kingfisher, Knob Hill Ducks, 

Martial Eagle, Vultures, White Cranes, African Jacana, Hadeda Ibis, Pels Fishing 

Owl, Lilac Breasted Rolla, Yellow Billed Hornbilléand the list goes on and on.  

We enjoyed a day in the Hwange National Park visiting a village schoolémet with 

the children and learned about Zimbabweôs educational systeméhad a walking tour 

of the villageémet with the village leaderéshopped at a local crafts market.  

The weather overall was warm to hot  in the daytime, cooled off at night.  Had a 

VIOLENT thunderstorm one night that caused the flooding of roads and sites.   

Food in general was very goodéContinental breakfasts most mornings.  Hot lunches 

and dinnerséquite a bit of fish.  Our farewell dinner was ñWart Hog!ò  (If you didnôt 

know, it was like eating pork.)   

We found the staffing at the Lodges to be exceptionally helpful, cordial, and 

efficientéwhen we first arrived at a camp they would greet us with song and dance, 

and on our final night at th e camp they would entertain us with more song and 

dance.   

Victoria Falls was a real highlight of the trip.  We circled the Falls in a Helicopter 

and got a great perspective of one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the world. We 

ventured out on the walking trails and lookout points to observe Natureôs workégot 

quite a soakingébut well worth it.  

At Victoria Falls we ended up the adventure staying in an ñAfrica styleò Five Star 

Hoteléa fitting end to our wonderful adventure with a most compatible travel 

group . 

  

  

"Ultimate Africa" Photo Tour   

  

http://www.photoshow.com/watch/BF8mK3jb?source=em_ps_show_recipient
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Gran ite instal led  in  4 days  

  
CALL  TO DAY TO  SCHEDULE YO UR FREE  

IN  HO M E CO NSULTATIO N & ESTIM ATE  
  

Free Stain less steel sink  
( w ith  50 plus sq . ft . o f co un ter  to p when  yo u m en tio n  th is ad  )  

  

678 - 494 - 0664  
  

SHO WRO O M  LO CATIO N /HRS:  
907   Jamerson Road, Marietta, GA 30066  

  

Monday �² Friday:  

8am �² 5pm  

Saturday: 9 �² 2  

  

We are bonded and insured and our work is quaranteed  

  

Visit us at  Granitecabinetdesigns.com  

  

Visit us at  Granitecabinetdesigns.com  


