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La Grotta del Leone

Marietta Lodge # 2607

Sons of Italy is a fraternal organization dedicated to ptorg Italian
culture andheritage. Our motto is "liberty, equality, and fraterhity
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Cruise Magazine!
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THE ADVENTURES OF WALLY & CHRISTINE BEARD

ULTIMATE AFRICA

Where have we been, you a"snme Boarded DelteoFfightidddr c h 16

bound for Johannesbur g, Soustdp! WHemwearavédlVie hour s non
spent a day recovering, meeting with our group, Overseas Adventure Travel (14

travelers in all), and then we were off to Zimbabwe, and to our Lodge in Botswana.

Our sl eeping accommodations were tentsénot the BO
per manent with hot and cold running water, beds,
too shabby!

The days usually started at 5:00am with a wake -up call, breakfast at 5:30am and

off on a game drive at 6:00am. We had excellent driver/guides throughout our

stay, who were continually on the search for wild animals, birds and whatever. We
ventured out on our game drives in Land Rovers that would hold up to six people

c omf or t a bhkiyythéyarea great off the road vehicle, they never failed us. The

roads were basically two ruts which we foll owedéi
inew ruts!o Around 9: 00am or so, we would stop fo
servedteaorcoffetean d some snack figoodies. 0 We would ther
drive until around 10: 30am and then back to the |
then we would be off for a game drive around 4:00pm which usually lasted to

fheadlighto timeéof cowhsae, twWeywocal d edamwaedai ly AS
where the guides would set up a bar with some snacks. There were several

Aspotlightodo game drives where we | ooked for ani ma
any.) Lunch was usually at the Lodge, but on some occasions the st aff would serve

l unch in the Awild.fA That was a typical dayéon se
opportunity to venture out on water - craft looking for mammals and wild life that

frequented the Delta, rivers, lakes, etc. One of the highlights was near the end o f

the trip, when we saw a ALion Killd where Li ons
capture of a Water Buffaloél2 hours | ater there w

skull remaining!

Countries that we visited included South Africa, Zimbabwe, Botswana,

Zambi aéVisabs were necessary in Zimbabwe and Zambi
we went they were checking and stamping our passports. In each of the countries
that we visited we would stay in National Parks with a complete self - sustaining

Lodge and tents. We  traveled between Countries on 12 passenger and 4 passenger

Cessna airplaneséthe air fields were either grass
Abush airfieldsd as there were NO signs, building
have an enclosed outdoor toilet.



Animals that we saw included, but were not limited to: Water Buffaloes, Elephants,

Impalas, Sables (of the Antelope family), Jackals, Wart Hogs, Lions, Great Kudus,

AiDung Beetles, o0 Giraffes, Monkeys, Baboons, Leopa
Hi p p,&krs, Ostriches, no Leopards (kept looking for them, but no results.), Wild

Dogs. We saw the animals in several locations, some in large groups and some

Al onesomed ones.

For the bird | over s, it was a naturebds paradi seéa
Hor nbill, Red Billed Ibis, White Doves, Grey Hooded Kingfisher, Knob Hill Ducks,
Martial Eagle, Vultures, White Cranes, African Jacana, Hadeda lbis, Pels Fishing
owl , Lilac Breasted Rol |l a, Yell ow Billed Hornbill

We enjoyedaday i n t he Hwange National Park visiting a v
the children and | earned about Zi mbabweds educat.i
of the villageémet with the village | eaderéshoppe

The weather overall was warm to hot in the daytime, cooled off at night. Had a
VIOLENT thunderstorm one night that caused the flooding of roads and sites.

Food in general was very goodéContinental breakf a
and dinnerséquite a bit ofr fwassh.fi WaQutr Hoag'eowe l (Il fdiy
know, it was like eating pork.)

We found the staffing at the Lodges to be exceptionally helpful, cordial, and

efficientéwhen we first arrived at a camp they wo
and on our final night at th e camp they would entertain us with more song and

dance.

Victoria Falls was a real highlight of the trip. We circled the Falls in a Helicopter
and got a great perspective of one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the world. We

ventured out on the walking trails and | ookout points to obseryv
guite a soakingébut well worth it.

At Victoria Falls we ended up the adventure stayi
Hotel éa fitting end to our wonderful adventure wi
group .

"Ultimate Africa" Photo Tour



http://www.photoshow.com/watch/BF8mK3jb?source=em_ps_show_recipient




